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Wabowden:
Mile 137 on the Hudson Bay Railway

The earliest known European settlement in the vicinity of Wabowden was Wegg's
House, an outpost of the Hudson's Bay Company built on Setting Lake in the fall
of 1795, However, except for the remnants of a chimney, litle remains of this tiny fur
trade establishment, which closed in 1796 after being in operation for conly one winter. In
sUbsequent years, traders no doubt stopped many times to camp or rest at the spot before
resuming travel along the Upper Track, the fur trade route between Cumberland House
and York Factory via the Grass and Nelson Rivers. The Cree probably used this particular
site as well, and like their ancestors had dane before them, they continued to live at other
points along the lakes and rivers of this region for much of the nineteenth century. They
were still living on Setting Lake at the beginning of the twentieth century, most of them in
a small settlement near where the Grass River enters the lake. Eventually, they too pulled
up stakes and left, many of them maoving permanently to a village that grew up along the
Hudson Bay Railway a few kilometres to the sast. Located one hundred and thirty-seven
miles north of The Pas, this fladging community was commonly known as Mile 137 before
it took on its official name of Wabowden. In its heyday, it was an important railway divisional
centre and the hub of a vast regional transportation network that included places as far
away as Oxford House and Istand Lake. This history is about those years, as well as the
years befare and since, a brief ilumination of the human activity in and arcund Wabowden
for the past two hundred years.
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Foreword

Bowden Lake, 2001
feaurtesy Catherine MclLeed)

7-he still waters of Bowden Lake reflect the fire-like rays of evening sunlight and

suffuse the surrounding landscape in translucent light. It is nearly dusk, and | am
the visitor, struck by the beauty of the moment, which stands out in sharp contrast to
the hustle and bustle of city life that | left behind in Winnipeg. It is the fall of 2001, and
I am in Wabowden with my colleague Adele Lafreniere. We are here to meet with our
researcher Catherine MclLead, as well as to conduct interviews with local eiders and tour
the community in anticipation of the history we are publishing about it. Itis but a short visit,
but this unforgettable view of Bowden Lake alone has made it worthwhile and will remain
a vivid reminder of our stay here.

Mestied along the shores of the lake, Wabowden is remarkable for s centrasts. In
some places, houses seem randomly placed, while elsewhere they appear organised
like suburban developments in southern towns. Transportation routes vary as well. The
main road wingds its way along the contours of the lakeshare, but straight streets in gnd
formation criss-cross the housing ¢complex at the Point. The railroad travels in a straight
line through the town, too, and what passes as a central business district runs parallel to
its tracks. Evidently placed there for easy access to transportation, this section of the town
looks somewhat the worse for wear, an impression reinforced by the obvipusly derelict



railway station nearby. Itis also suggestive of earlier, better times, whan the railway was
still king. On the other hand, the box cars sitting at the station, and extending as far down
the line as one can see, tell us that the railroad is still a force to be reckoned with. There
is life elsewhere, too. Landscaped homes with manicured lawns, well maintained public
buildings, and a large modern school tell us that this place is far from dead. The recreational
facilities at Setting Lake are another positive sign of community will. But perhaps nothing
speaks better of the human resources in this community than the museum, an institution
often given low priority in the face of other pressing economic needs. That it was built and
has thrived speaks volumes concerning the community's pride, grganisational skills, and
determination.

These qualities need to be consistently encouraged among the citizenry st large, especially
the young, if a community is to maintain itself and grow. This history of Wabowden has a
place in that process, but not if it is viewed simply as a chronicle of past events. It needs
rather t¢ be a springboard for discussion that will help students and others apply the
lessaons of history to questions in the here and now. For example, how can we promote
Wabowden's development based on its history? What form shouid that deveicpment
take? Such guestions and the linkages implied in them can demonstrate to students the
importance of histarical knowledge. It can also involve them directly in its application to
real-life situations, so that creative answers can be found.

Raymond Shirritt-Beaumont
January 2004

Wakowden Historical Museum, Octohar 2001
(courtesy Raymond Shirritt-Beal mant)
Catharme Moleod (feft) and Adele Lafrenigre

"Thao old raibway slation has gince boan demolished.

A



Chapter One

Wegg's House, 1795-1796:
An Early Settlement

Wabcwden, which today boastz a
population of about six hundred
people, is one of Northern Manitoba's
oldest towns. Located a hundred and =ix
kilometres south of Thompson and three
kilometres sast of Highway 6, it ocwes
its origin to the Hudson Bay Railway,
which was blilt in the first decades of the
twentieth century. However, it was not the
first settlement in the region. The Cree
had lived off and on for many generations
at selected spots along the nearby rivers
and iakes. These places were occupied
for weeks or months at a time, depending
on the demands of the seasonal round,
then the Cree would move on to another
location.” Skilled as hunters, they attracted
the attention of French and Englist fur
traders, who arrived among them during the
eighteenth century in search of furs. These
were available in abundance, and the Cree
were prepared to obtain and exchange
them for European manufactured goods

like guns and copper keftles.” Generally,
the traders only passed through the region
in those early years, but occasicnally they
built a temporary post, so that the local
hunters could bring their furs to them.
One such settlement was Wegg's House,
a Hudson's Bay Company {HBC) outpost
built on Setting Lake in the fall of 1795

The history of this short-lived post is most
intriguing. It all began at York Factory on
18 July 17395, when

Messrs Ross and Thompson with fourfeoen
Englistimen and six Indians in four farge
and two Small Canoes with a Choice
assortment of Trading Goods Set off for
the long tatked of Athapescaw Counlry as
alsa Mr Sinclair with fourteen Englishmen
and tweo Indians in four farge and one
Small Canoe loaded with Trading Goods
for Netson River Settlement,’

Malchom Ross and David Thompson were
on an expedition to the fur-rich Athabasca
Country, which at the time was under the

“The tradibional *seasonad rourd ™ invelved 1he migration of Cree peogle fram place Lo place al speoific times during the year other o
1ake adwantage of Iocal vesowrce s or make contac! with alher peogle.

TMot anly did 1he Gree obtao fur fronn animals ey humted Themselves, bulinthe 17005 they also requlany Wwaded their own used e
rems for dur from hunters beyond the European spherc of influerce, then exchanged these furs for new goods from The fradars.

“ AR ouptpost was 3 small ullying Trade cenlre allached o @ main post. in s case. Yook Faclary. Wiegn's House was named afier
SGamuel Wegg whie wat Gavernor of the Somparny al the ime. Far an aceount of thes man. see "Governar Sarmuel Wegq: The Winds

of Change.” The Beaver {Autumn 197 7x 10.20.

! Provincial Archives of Mamtoba (PAMY, Hudson's Bay Company Archives [(OBCA} B23%a97, fo. 29, ok, Factory Past Jfouinal,

17941735 mi. iMI1B1.



exclusive conirol of the Canadian traders.”’
William Sinclair, ¢n the other hand, was
headed up the Nelson River with a different
destination in mind.” As subsequent events
would prove, he wintered at Setling Lake
on the Grass River where his orders were
to “Keep a watchful Eve over the Canadian
Traders and wherever they remove to
build[,] follow them and erect a House

»r

near.

It was a long and tedious journey up the
Nelson River. The trip from York Factory
around the Point of Marsh separating the
Hayes and Melson Rivers was difficult
because of the wind, and it was not until
the following day that the canoe brigade
entered the mouth of the Nelson.

Ross recorded that they camped that night
at a point "seven miles” from Flamborough
Head just above the mouth of the Nelson,
or as the crow flies, probably about twenty-

eight kilometres from York Factory” The
following day they headed upriver against
a strong current made worse by bad
weather and rain. Indeed, they often had
to track in order to make any progress at
all.” This, coupled with the need to portage
around rapids along the way made for
exhausting travel. As a result, it took Ross
and Thampson and their men almost two
weeks to reach Ta task we ah Sakahagan
{Split Lake), a distance of two hundred
and fifty kilometres, or roughly nineteen
kilometres a day. They ramained at this
lake for sewveral days waiting for Sinclair
and his men, who had fallen behind at
“the lower most Fall in port nelson River.”™
Although Ross never explained, the delay
may have heen caused by illness. Two
days after his amival at Ta task we ah
Sakahagan, Sinclair was sick, and on
August 11, he returned to York Factory,
arriving there on August 17 with “four

* The "Canadian” tradars, most of them connected wath the Morn West Company, ware basad in Maalecal in Upper Canada (now
Ouebech. Malchom Ress, bom in the Orkneys in about 1754, was a fur rader who started as a laboures with the HBC in 1774 and
rose to be an officer of the company. He drawned an ar axpedition 1@ thi Athabasca in the fllof 1753, Davig Thempson, the famous
explorer and geographer, was barn in London n 1770 and jeined the HBC in 1784, He rese 1o become an officer of the Company,
then desedad i 1727 L Lhe North West Company with which he had a dishnguished gareer until kiz retrament in 18135, For mone
daiaded infoemation on these men, see The Diclionary of Canadian Gingraphy.

*Williarn Sinclair was bom on fhe Island of Ppmpna, Drkney Islands m 1768, jeined the HBC as a woung man, and served at Yok
Faoiory and a number of inland pests, including Oetord Mouse. He died at Yok Factory in 1818

‘PAM, HECA, B 239/b/56, fo. 28, York Factory Comespondenca. t74-17595, mf. 1M2E6.

1 Flarmborough Head, probably named after @ place in Yorkshira, England, was a paint on the north bank of the Melson River near
its mouth The dislance al 2B k fram York Faclary s Based on the assuniplion that Ross and his men siopped atl a poinl above
Flamharough Head. Assurming, 1900, that iney had camped the pevious night dght a1 the ngrthem dip of the Point of Marsh, they
wauld hava wavelled aboul 36 k 1hat day. However, i they stopped befow Flamborough Head, an account of reugh water or wind,
Lhey wiruld hawe travelled about 16 K inabout seven hours, ar aboot 12 k. overland fram York Factory:

* ~Tg [rack” mesns o draw or lead e canoe through rapids, shallows, or other dificull sWetches of water by means ol “rackng
lings™ mnning frgm the grafl lo people an lhe bardk or shore. Watter 3. Avis, et i . ed., Gege Conmadiar Dichiongry [Taronto. Gage
Educatianal Publisting Co.. 1983), 1150,

1w RAM HBCA, BESlal, o, 3, Faidord House Post Journal, 17951746, mT. 1M52.
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York Factory (177057)
Engraving, cotvured. 1 March 1797 afler a sketch by Samuel Hearne, HBCA P-228 i[\;ﬂ-31?}
toourtesy Hudson's Bay Company Archives. Provincial Archives of Manitoba) :

Englishmen and four Indiansg in ane Large
and two Small Cances.” ™

In the meantime, Ross pressed on. About
ten miles from where he separated from
Sinclair, Ross  parted company with
Thompson, who headed up the Burntwaod
River “in Charge of the four Canoes that

is going to deers River Way."” Since Ross

had to go to Reed Lake, where he had
traded the previous winter, he continuad
up the Nelson with “the Charge of the 4
Canoes that is going way Towards Grass
Rivar." " At the junction of the Grass and
Melson Rivers, Rass sent one large cance
and three men up the Neison with trading
goods for James Tate at Cross Lake; then

" Alnaugh the engrawng is mecribed “A Soulh West View af Pronce of Wales's Fart Hudsans Bay” il s mmos| cetainty of Yark Faciory.
Ses K Glover, “La Perouse on Mudsoen Bay,” The Seavar (March 19511046,

“Pap. HBCA. B.66a1. fo 3

Y lhid Fardard House was buill 21 the ertranoe of the Ceees Rirver [Rendeer Rover| on lhe Charchill River Systern.

" Hawing separated from Sinclar and Thanpson, Ross now had only thres large canoes and ong small one For his journey op the

[zrass Rawer



fie and the remainder of the men hezaded
up the Grass River.

By now Ross and his men had been
travelling for rmore than three weeks. In the
evening they camped at a “carrying place
that 3 of the men is to return with a canoe
on account of the mens times being out."”
On August 12, the following day, Ross set
off again with "2 canoes of Englishmen”
accompanied by “two EEEEESLNTCEAN
canoes” that
were carrying part of

Indian

the trade goods for
him." Travelling faster

now, they reached
“the Cat  Carrying
Flace [Pisew Fallg]’

on August 16" Off
agzin at 4:00 am.
the following morning,
Ross and six men
travelled for nine hours
and arrived at 1:00
o.m. on August 17 at
the “place appointed
by the Indians for a

setflement,” Known
later as Wegg's
House.

either side.

Chimney on Setting Lake c.19601
[courtesy Wabowden Historical Museum)

The Chimney and Wegg’s House:
One and the Same?

The iocation of Wegg's House has
long been a mystery. However, a stone
chimney on Setting Lake, well known to
local residents for many years, probably
marks the exact site of this late-gighteenth
century HBC outpost. Described by
Charles Clay in 1928, t had a hearth on

Eachofthese fireplaces
has a smoke ouffef
The firehoxes are lined
with stones and have a
sforne fim around the
hearth opening. They
measure some three
feat f8 m] in dapth,
nearly three feet {29
mif in heigit, and abouf
two feef [.6 m] across.
Baoth are approximately
the same size. The
ceifings of  these
fireboxes are lined
with stones and sfope
gradually {oc the lower
hofe of e smoke-
sfack. Ths measures
sorme hwenty four (60
cm] by eighteen inches
{45 cm]. The inside
aof each smoke-stack
sfopes upward some
eight feet 2.4 m] fo
farr an aperiure about

S PAM, HBCA, B.68G6AM, fo. 3d The record 15 unclear. but it seems that three men, who had fulfiled their contracts. went back to York
Faclary by canaa from this pgint, Lhen sailed an the Coempany ship for Bntain.

¥ |bid., fo. 4. By dmus lime one canoe, probably a large one, had gone 1o Cross Lake whora HBC rader James Tate was [ocated,
another, probably e soiallest, had returned o York Faclory, leaving Ross with two arge canees. The two additional canoes
probebly belonged o MNelsan River Cree who had joined them along the way.

T Pizaw Falls is abowt one hundred and eighty kilpmetres fnom the moulh of the Grass River, which waold mean they Uravellad an

avarage of 36 kinmalres a day an thal leg of the tip.



eighteen {45 cm] by fifteen {37 5 cmfinches
al the top, which s the smoake oulfef. The
wall which formes the back of each fireplace
and separates them is about 2 foot [30 cm]
througfr. The frame-work of these fireplaces
is of spruce saplings (as evidenced by the
pieces projecting at the fop), now ruch
dried by age. Tha outside of the Chimneys,
and the inside of the smoke-sfakes and
firehoxas, is plastered with a yellow cfay-
mid, which is how very hard and britlle.
The top of the Chimneys, about ten feet
[3 m} from the ground. has weathered and
the mud fras crumbled a little, exposing the
ends of the upright wooden supports and
some of the cross-braces. There are no
naifs In ovidence where the cross-pieces
are fixed o the uvprights and one would
surmnse thaf the joining was effected with
leather thongs eighl [2.4 m] by four [1.2 mj
feef and the top about four [1.2 mi by three
feat {9 m], thus sfoping the outside walls
approxirrately eighty degrees.”

Beaver Button
[courtesy Mamoba Museum of Man and Natore)

* The citatian meads “Clay, Charles. $92B. “The Chirnneys” unpublished paper n Sam Fasmests e, Fuly 25 MNelson House, Ranitobz,

Pisew Falls, 2001
(courtesy Adele Lafreniere)

This chimney 15 typical of those built during
the 1790s in fur trade country, but that fact
alone does not prove it marks the location
of Wegg's House. There is, however,
strong circumstantial evidence pointing in
that direction. If Ross and his companions
travelled from Pisew Falls to this spot, they
would have come approximately twenty
kilometres, a reasonable distance in nine
hours, considering that they had to portage
at Sasagiu Rapids, as well as stop for
something to eat.” There are other clues,
teo. Archaeological research in the 18980s
indicated that a fur trade post had been
buiit here toward the end of the eighteenth
centuny. Not only were artifacts uncovered
dating to that period, but the presence of
beaver buttons suggested a specifically
HEC site.”

See David Herns, 14, The clumney detesiorated in the vears after 1928, so that it wad anly abawt feor feet [1 2 a1] i et whan
archagalogisls conrducted on-site investigations in 1536, 15684, and 1830

“Yaalher canditinns were no recorded in Ross's journal, but wind and rough waters cauld alsq have slowed the brigade's progress.

T Bean . Soulh and Katrlcen Meary, Archacoloqeal inveshgabons. The Setiog Lake Chetop Sike, Sglp-1 (BEdmomon. Alberta:
1931}, 238, Some of 1ne artifacts calfected are on display al the Wabowden Histonical Museurn
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Archaeological and Historical
Evidence: Comparisons

The archaeologisis were able to identify
three main features at this location: "a large
house divided into two reaoms and heated
by a single large double fireplace structure
with two hearth areas; a second, smaller
house with a single hearth fireplace; and,
a refuse area where frash and faunal
remains were discarded.”” A careful
reading of the HBC jourmal for Wegg's
House reveals strong support for these
findings.” Three days after Ross's arrival
at this place, men were already “clearing
a place to lay the foundation of the house
on.”” Two buildings were erected, "a small
house, 1o keep the trading goods in” and
“a house to live in."” Construction on the
storage house for trade goods began on 21
August 1795, and by Septamber 3, three
men were raofing it. On that same day in
Septembier, men alse began cutting timber
to build the second and larger house, which
apparently served as a store and living
quarters. This second building was ready

T bd., 24d.

for accupancy on October 17.7 The journal
also contains references to a chimney. On
Seplember 17, "twe men gathering stones
for to build @ chimney with,” the following
day "two men building the fire places,” and
on September 22, they “finished building
the fire places.""

The journal clearly indicate= that both
buildings were under construction at the
same time. At the beginning of October,
the men were "sawing boards for flgaring”
and by Qectober 7, they had “finished the
floors of both hcouses.”™ Not only did the
archaeolagists find sawed floorboards at
the site, they also found large quantities
of chinking, which confirmed the Cctober
1 entry in the journal, "four men employed
plastering the outside of the hous=e"”* On
the other hand, the journal only mentions
"a chimney,” not two chimneys, and the
reference to "fire places” is consistent with
the presence of a single chimney having
two hearths on either side. Although this
appears to conflict with the discovery by
the archaeclogists of a second single-

~ Bee especiglly FAM, HBCA, B.86/a1 and PAM. HBECA, B228M, Wegg's Flouse Posl Jaurnal, mf. 1M181. The gavermng caunci
af lhe Hudson's Bay Company in Londen required that & daily journal be kegt at cach of s posts o Hudion Bay, The weather. wiork
assignments, and ather maters pedinent te the ncal managemenl of the Tur frade were recorded there.

- PAM. HBCA, B d5/a fo, ad: PaM. HBCA, B228/aM. fo 4.
bk, fro 46

bed., fo. 5, Fd

< b feoe, Bd

T, fa. Bd-T.

< Dawd Hems, 37, PAM, HBCA, B Z3da0. fo 6d.



hearth chimney associated with the smaller
building, there may be an explanation for
the discrepancy.

HBC Journals:
Reading hetween the Lines

Since it was customary for the journalist
to give onfy a brief synopsis of the day's
events, important information may bave
been missed. This is all the more likely
hecause the first joumal entry was dated
17 August 1795, long before Sinclair
made his appearance at VWegg's House
on September 30." Indeed, there is no
hini of this late arrival in the journal,
which was written as it Sinclair had been
there the whole time.™ In all likelihood,
he reconstructed evenis after the fact
fhreugh inguiries of his men or from notes
kept by one of them.” Details may have
been overlooked in this process, or left
out to enhance Sinclair's professional

career; however, they may also have
been excluded to avoid prying inquiries
into his personal relationships.” This latter
possibility requires some explanation.
Initially, the small buitding was designed
io store trade goods, presumably on a
temporary basis, untit they were removed
to the trading shop located in the main
house. However, after the goods had been
removed, the building is unlikely to have
remained empty. Equipped with a fireplace,
it may have been used as a repair shop,
for storage, or to house visitors as the
archaeological report suggested.” On the
other hand, since Sinclair already had a
small family, it is more likely that it became
his residence for the winter.” Because the
London Committee tock a dim view of its
men having wives and children, as they
added to the expense of running a post,
it is little wonder that Sinclair avoided
mention of details that might betray the
presence of additional mouths to feed.

M loid., {o. Bd. The reference on September 30 s 10 “four nd:ans amived from York Forl with Letter Sc.° Since Sinclair l2ft York Faciary
on Sepiember &, i1is likely that he was with these “Indians " I 5o, tha journay ook bwentydwo days 33 compared Lo Whirty days for

Ross and company. See PAM, HBCA, B.239/2m7, lo. 35.

¥ Singlair may have aveded referanca to his relurm 1o Yok Factory in order to downplay the Eact ol his il health, a problaon wimch sould
hava been parceived in London as resson o withhold promolion or even to cancel his conlract on the grounds that he was unfit for

the arduous demands of the service.

¥ Sinclairs informant could rot kave been Ross, who set off upriver for Reed Lake on August 190 He is more likely 1 have baon
Hugh Leask, whom Ross described inoa letter witen on the 18™ a5 "a worlhy and trusky Sarvant and pays tha gréatast attenton
t discharging what he iz entrusted with.” See BI239056, fo, 27, Or William Comrigal, who probably assumead command upen his
arrival on Seplember 3 from Three Points Lake. where he had heen in charga all summeas.

# The joumals were sent hame antully (o Londsn and read maticulously, so that the HBC could plan fulore trade strategies. Posl
laciars wrode 1hasa ([oumals wih care 10 avouf rabuke for perceived inadequac-es in their prolessional ar personal canduct.

* 2rmith and Neary, 240,

Ailliamm's wile . Mahoway. was a waman of mixed Crae and Britsh ariging. [n 1795, they had a son Wiliam, who was about a vear oid,

and at lgasl twiz daughiers, Phoebe and Catharing.



The records of the Hudson's Bay Company
are voluminous, but they do not give
away their secrets easily. Often, it is only
through careful study of different journals
that the historian is able to piece together
the puzzles each containsg. |dentifying the
actual site of Wegg's House is a case
in point. Although the archaeclogisis
consulted the HBC journal for this post, they
did not ook at Ross's journal for Fairford
House. This latter source contained details
on the trip up from York Factory that help
to pinpoint the Setting Lake Chimney Site
a5 a plausible location for Wegg's House,
Ross's journal provides the reference that
Sinclair turned back because of lllness, a
fact confirrmed in the York Factory journal.
And, a comparison of all three journafs
makes it possible to determine just when
Sinclair finally arrived at Wegg's House.

Finding Clues in the Maps

sinclairs late arrival was discovered
by researcher Lori Mordland, while she
was investigating another mystery about
VWegg's House. Her assignment was to find
cut more about a map an archaeologist had
attributed to William Sinclair and identified
as the northern portion of Setting Lake. In
fact, he was so sure of his bearings that

he claimed a spot on the map as the exact

location of Wegg's House, then submitted
his hypothesis as part of an unpublished
archaegological report.” At this stage,
nothing was actually altered on the map
iiself. This step was taken by a second
archaenlogist, who included the same mag
in his published report with "Wegg's House”
clearly markead on the spot identified by the
first archaeologist.”

The identdfication was problematic,
because the map did not look at ali iike
Setting Lake. Two features appeared out
of place. One was a iong sandbar an which
there were two lines marked “Carrlyin]g
Place at times” evidently portages used
to gain access to the second puzzling
feature, namely the entrance to a river
marked "this river would be a nigh Cut to
Cumberand House." No such river exists
an the north-west side of Setting Lake, so
thiz map had to represent something else.
But what?

The archaeclogists assumed that Sinclair
made the map because it was in his journal
for Wegg's House However, since her
discovery that Malchom Ross had led the
expedition to Setting Lake in August 1795,
Lorn began to wonder if it had been Ross,
rather than =inclair, who had drawn the
map. Her hypothesis began to take shape

“ For his interpretation, see David Hems, 35 Hems snoloded bees maps on pages 11 and 38, Figure 3. page 11012 a modern mag on
which [he Sething Lake Chimney Sibe was marked, and Nigure 13, page 28,15 the map 1aken om the Wegg s Lake Post Journal on
whush he has denrfied she loeaton of Wegg's Howse according Lo his hypothes:s

= Brign J Smitn, Z6a



I

L

The exact localion of Wegg's House as dentiied by archasologist Boan J. Smith, See Brian J. Smith, Archaeological
imterpredalions, The Sethng Lake Chimney Site, Gg Lp-1, 1588, Selling lake, Manitoba (Edmonton 1388), 28a. Smith's
conclusion was based on a hypothesis put forvard by Dawvid Hems, who assumed that the sketch map in Weagg's House
Journal was of Selting Lake. See David Hems, “Test Excavalions al the Setling Lake Chimney Site - Gplp-1" (Report
prepared for Resources Branch, Culture, Heritage and Recreation, 1990}, 38, In facl, the above map appears 10 ha of
an as yel urndenbfied lake. See balow for translalion of its associated text.

1. Carrying place [portage] at limes.

2. This fiver would be & nigh cul [short eul] 1o Comberdand House,

3. Egg 1stand [rneskng sites of birds where local people collected eggs).
4. Depth of waler from 8, lo 6 tathomns. [A lathom is € feel or 5.4 rmalres]
% Wegn's House, as idenlifizd by archasotogest Brian J. Srith.

&._ Sandy Beach, also noled by Smuth.

1



August 18: “put up &t the Cat camying £ swe—Pigaw Falls
placa® [(PAM, HACA, B.8&IaM, fo.dd)

The Journey of Malchom Ross

and his Men from thae Cat

Carrying Placa to Wegyg's
House, 16 - 17 August 179%

Aciguat 17 “Embarkad at 4 AM an
et Hil 41 PM and arrved at t
blaco appointed by tha Indlans”®
PAM, HECA, B.G8/af, Fodd)

Map drawn by Peter Dueck and Louise Marleau based an entnes from Fairdord House Journal,

ik
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when she discovered that Ross had used
the word “nigh” for "near” in his Fairford
House journal, a possible clue to the
identity of the mapmaker because “nigh”
was also used on the map.” Significantly,
‘migh” was used nowhers in Sinclair's
journal for Wegg's House.

There was angther clug as well. Two maps
had been included in the journal for Wegg's
House. The second was as puzzling as the
first, because it was a map of a portion of
the Churchill River System. At that time, the
HEC officers at Churchill were complaining
that York Factory was infringing on their
trade territory, a situation that could have
made any map of the Churchill River
hinterland of interest to Sinclair, who had
been at Three Points Lake the previous
year.” On lthe other hand, it may have been
of greater interest to Ross and Thompsen,
who were about to enter new territory that
could be considered part of Churchill's
sphera of influence.

By now Lori was thoroughly intrigued.
Clearly, internal evidence suggested that
the first map was of some place other than
Setting Lakg, and that it could have been
drawn by Ross. Moreover, the second map
appeared to be of greater significance to
Ross than it was to Sinclair. Since the

Y For geamples see PAM, HBCA, B.&EaM, 1o, 2d and 44.

evidence increasingly suggested that the
maps originated with or were relevant to
Malchom Ross, and should therefore have
been in the Fairford House journal, why
were they in the Wegg's House journal?
Up to this point, Lori had been warking with
microfilm copies of the relevant journals.
Mow it was time to look at the original
journal for Wegg's House to determine
whether the maps were integral to it or had
been added later.

When Lori finally had that journal in her
hands, she noticed at once that in fact
both maps tad been glued into the front of
the book. Now she was ready to formulate
a hypothesis that better explained the
discrepancies she had observed in thase
maps. Perhaps Joseph Colen, Chief at
York Factory, gave Malchom Koss a map
of the Churchill River System claimed
by the HBC post at Churchill, so that he
and Thompson could avoid that part of
the country. In his haste to leave Setting
Lake in August 1795, Ross somehow left
the map behind. He may also have left the
second map, which is clearly not of Setting
Lake. Since Ross had spent the previous
vear further up the Grass River system,
or the "Upper Track” as it was known to
the HBC traders, the map may identify a

* Thiee Fomnts Lake, krown as Thregpaint | ake 1oday, is on the Burnhwood River System. which the HREC offiicers al Churehill

cansidered pan of their trade teritary.
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shoreline of some Iake on that system.”
In any case, it remained at Wegg's House
along with the other map. The following
spring, Sinclair either glued both of
them into his own journal, or took them
separately to York Factory, where a clerk
glued them by mistake intc the Wegg's
House Journal, which was then sent by
ship to the Governors of the Company in
London.

Wegg’'s Post
Identified at Last

This hypothesis actually strengthens the
identification of the Setling Lake Chimney

Site as the location of Wegg's House., We
can now discard the problematic idea
that one of the maps in the journal is the
nerthern portion of Setting Lake and focus
on the other evidenca put forward to prove
that the chimney marks the lgcation of
Sinclair’'s post. The parallels hetween the
building activities reported in the journal
and the evidence at the archaeological site
are convincing. Maoreover, the evidence
in Ross’s journal of the trip up to Wegg's
House accords well with this site. On the
hasis of all existing evidence, it is almost
certain that the proper identification of the
post has been made.

Artist's Version of Wega's House ™
{couresy Wabowden Historical Museom)

" Reed Lake seamed 2 poss bility, because sy had lived 1here the previpus winler, but accerding (o Hal Peterson, whe lives on that
lake, e & nolking on [Bia map to “roalch with anything on Raed aor the surrounding lakes.” Perspnal communication, 28 Aprl 2002
A3 3 mattar of intecest, “The lower Track™ fdllowed the Hayes Rivar rouie o Neeway Housa and hanca 10 tha Lower Saskatchewan

vig Lake Winnipeg and Grand Rapids.

* The Craa namea locally lor Wegg's House is Kelawanapisk Ka-cimalak meaning stovs sianding or 58t up,” Information provided by
Cathefine MoLeod and Dhana Delarenda-Cotombe, 5 and 7 Movermber 2003, Standardzed sgelling provided by Cree consullznl,

Ken Paupaneks, 10 Novambar 2003
14



Chapter Two

Cree Associations with
Setting Lake 1795-1914

HBC Trade with
the Local Cree

Accnrding to the journal, Sinclair and
his men lived in tents prior to moving
into "the New house” on 17 October 1795,
During the months that followed, they were
kept busy with a variety of duties around
lhe post, in addition, they carried on a
small, but active, trade with the local Cree.
Indeed, John and William Corrigal actually
went out and lived with hunting parties
to ensure that they did not trade with the
French at Cross Lake. By the end of the
season, through the combined efforts of all,
the post had accumulated sixteen hundred
and fifty Made Beaver in furs, which Sinclair
took downriver 1o York Factory on June 1
in twa large canoes.” Accompanying him
were "two Cances of indians™ who were
later identified as "Messeegomawethow,
Comelticat, Witicoguaw the Mud's Son &
a Musqua Rat River Indian besides a few
Boys." " Although all of these men traded
at Wegg's House the previous winter, no

accurate count of others trading there can
be calculated on the basis of Sinclair's
journal. Howewver, there must have been at
least & dozen families or more in the region
around Setting Lake at that time-.

The Cree of “John Scot's Lake”

We do not know if any of these people
were ancestors to the Cree who lived
there later, but that is a possibility. During
the ninetesnth canlury, Setting Lake was
known locally as John Scot's Lake, and in
July 1875 Reverend John H. Ruttan, the
Methodist missionary from Norway House,
baptised a number of people who lived
there. The first of these was a seventy-
year-old man named Tepastanum, a local
spiritual leader, who had “long resisted
the teachings of christianity.”* Baptised
at Norway House on 11 July 1875 as
“Donald William Sinclair Ress,” evidently
after two HBC officers he admired,
Tepastanum’s about-face was considered
significant encugh to be noted by the

" Pakl, HBCA, B 234800, fo 7. Thera weta eight men unded Sinclar, mclodng Jabn and Willam Corngal, Hugh Leask Thomas
Slanger. Babert Garroch [sc]. and James lean, Soe Wegq's House Jowrnal fer reforences to those man. Jain Sabbesian may have

pean there. koo, See PAM, HECA, B 23RD/SE 1o 28

TRPARM, HECA, B.2260a, lo 21, A Made Bazver wis a ronelary url used by [he HBC a% 4 madsm of exchanges in the fur trade. [t
was based on the value of a prime. whale beaver, which was S8 on anannual Dass by e goveindors of Te Sompany i Lonoon.

FAM HBGA B £3%00T. fo 20 ok Factary Comespondence. 1795-1736. mi IM236

Pakd. R14E, GR 1212, Nern 10, Mo, 1582, Norway House Wesleyan Melhodis! Mission, Baplisrms, 1840- 18849,

15



journalist at the HBC fort there® A few
days later, more followed his example.
Amang them were three young men,
John Scott Kesiastadokanum and Thomas
Kesiastdokanum, who were probably
brothers, and Magnus Chomohapacoos,
the son of another spiritual leader who had
also “long resisted the Christian religion.”
The baptism of this man was delayed
over the issue of his “several wives™ a
problem resclved when he “put them all
away but one™ Known previously as
John Chomohapacoos, at his baptism on
August 22, he "chose to be named after
Rev. James Evans as he thought with
pleasure on the earnest conversation [he]
had with him many years ago.”

it is not clear whether these people
had been living at John Scot's Lake for
any length of time. Indeed, there is a
suggestion in his baptismal record that
Chomobapacoos came from Split Lake”
It is also uncertain as to how John Scot's
Lake got its name, but it was probably
inspired by a "Scott” somewhat older

than young John Scoft Kesiastaokanum.
One possibiity is old John Scott, who
was baptised along with his wife Mary by
Reverend Ruttan at Cross Lake in 1877,
A man of seventy years, Scott was also
described by the clergyman as “a noted
conjuror who had for years resisted all
attempts to persuade him to renounce
his evil ways and become a Christian.””
Although identified as a resident of Cross
Lake, Scolt may actually have lived at
Setting Lake, which was part of the Cross
Lake trade area. There were Scotls living
there at the time because James and
Margaret Scott were at "John Scott Lake”
when their son John, pessibly a grandson
of the old John Scolt mentioned above,
was baptised in 18786."

According to a story passed on by Isaac
Martin to his grandson Roddy Garrick of
Wabowden, John 3cott built the trading
post at the Setting Lake Chimney Site, but
this seems unlikely, unless a man by that
name was at Wegg's Post in the winter of
1795-1796." Nevertheless, Martin's story

" PaM, HECA, E. 154571, o, 18, Nomway House Post Journal, 1874-1877, mf. 1014,

PPAM, 145, GR 1212, tem 10, Mo, 1538, 1587, and 1589, Narway Heuse Wesleyan Method sl Mission, Baplisms, 1B40-1BBS.

* Thes seems a ciugl reguiremend considering that plural mamisge was an accepted practice in radiional Cree culture 1o help enzure

group survival in a difficull physical envirgoment.

1 IBid, Mo, 1613, The Reverand Jamas Evans, famous for his inventon of Cres syllabics, was 1he Methodis! missionany a1 Norway

House between 1840-1846.

FIbid. “Fohn Scols” has been crossed cul in the arigingl record and “Split” writien over il

™ Far tho baptisms of od John Seelt and his wile. sea PAM, R145, GR 1212, lem 10, Mo, 1729-1730. Norway Houss \Wesleyan
Methodist Mission, Baptisms, 1840-15883. John Scoll Kesrastaokanurn may have been related to this older John Scotl in some way,
or he may have taken "John Scolt” a5 his Christian name simply becawse he ved on Jobn Scal’s Lake.

“ibid., Mo, 1684,

" Thig 515y 15 mentioned in Snian J. Smilh, Archaecfogical mfepretafions, 7.
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may be partially correct, There was an HBC
fur trader named John Scott mentioned
in the journals at Split Lake between
1810 and 1816." Although these dates
were too late for him to have participated
in the construction of Wegg's House,
Scott appears to have built at least one
outpast in the late fall of 1815, Evidently
a trustworthy man, he had been left in
charge of Split Lake lhat summer, while
John Pacock Holmes, the post manager,
was away at York Faclory, After Holmes'
return, Scott was senl infand on October
21 to "White Owie Lake," where he spent
the rest of the winter, ' He probably built a
shelter there that served as a femporary
outpast, howaver, there is evidence that he
also travelled to other lakes in the area.”
If Setting Lake was among them, it is just
possible he occupied the buildings that
had been constructed by Sinclair's men
twenty years earlier. If he had to repair the
buildings, a tradition could have developed
that he had built them from scratch. This
could have been passed down by the
local Cree, among them the Scotts, who
may themselves have been John Scott's
descendants.

Sefting Laka near Wayside Park from the South East
[couresy Adele Lafreniara)

Sefting Lake

Although little has been recorded about
human settlerment on Setting Lake in
garlier ages, it is probably safe to say
that people resided intermittently along its
shores for hundreds, perbaps thousands
of years. Within the past hundred years or
50, we can actually lgarm their names and
the specific lacations whers they lived. By
the early 1800s, for example, there were a
few famiiies from Cross Lake and Nelson
Hause living near where the Grass River
emplies inio Setting Lake., Among them
were Baptiste and Mary Garrioch, who
probatly moved there from Cross Lake in
the 1890s because their daughter Sarah,
born in 1887, was just a little girl when they
arrived.” Sarah recalled that playmales at

Y Ses PAM HECA B.2075'T Fo9, Morh Rwer Accaun! Book 1B1871811; BLE0TA2, 10124, Sphl Lake House Accoun! Book 1218
1812, B 207053, fa. 11d. 181271813, ol MBI ard B20TiAM, fo 70 18131814 i, TMB12.

1 See FAM. HBCA, B 207, [ 2. 20, 34, 44, SphlLake Post Journal, 18151816, ol 184144

“elbid . fo 3

" ME nfermation s included m Laore Chostansan, "Hskery of Wabawden,” 1984 Thiz s an unpublrshed camrmurly heslary Dased
arpnfarmatron callected by 3 yeung uhiverdity student ramed Laome Chestiangan, who grow opon Wabowden, This Pislory appears
1o be one source for Chenyl Ann Buahler, “Vabowden.” manuscriaf, T332
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Map of Sefting Lake iliustrating Setting Lake Settlamant

Y Tho Cree word for “lake™ 12 also spelled sako'hekon. See Fanes and Watkins, A Dictionary of 1he Cree Language, 19330 107,
Chanscarch appears 10 be 2 Croo renditicn of “John Scatch’ [saa page 193], According o Donald Molood, a man by 1hig narmg frgm
Craes Lake leapped at Sefing Lake. His daughter married Frederick Morth, 3 Cross Lake man. Manha Janagson alss remembers
thatl her uncle, Welinglan Beshe, was nicknamed ‘Chanscatch™ because he was born at Setting Lake. Information gatherad by
Calhenne MoLaod, 5 Navember 2033, Cne wonders it “Jabn Scalch” was derived irom "John Scotl™

| According o Fanes and VWalking, 1ne Croe word for claarwatar lake is wasdkomaw. 00 the other hand, the word kuena che is listed
as an adieclive meaning Holy. cleon, pure, sacrad. Faries and Watkens, 200,
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Setting Lake included her older sisters,
Emma and Mary, and friend, Matikda
Momas, all of whom have descendants
among Wabowden's current residents.”

According to Joe Colombe, this early
caled Chanscatch
Sagifagan, apparently after an old man
from Cross Lake named Scatch.” The
site had probably been used for many

seftlement  was

generations because the trapping and
fishing resources on which the people
depended were close by. In times past, it
had been a resting point for the fur lraders
passing through the area and undoubtedly
resuming
their journey.” In fact Setting Lake is

some camped there before

said to have received its name from the
freight cances that often had to stop and
"set” on the shores of the 1ake to wait out
stormy weather. Transportation patterns
had altered by the twentieth century, but
dog teams, harses, then tractor trains
continued to haul goods over the nearby
winter road to Melson House. The river
also continued to be used by prospectors
and trappers passing through to their

wvarious destinations.

Originally, people in that first community
lived on the north shore of the bay
opposite the river channel, some of them
only seasonally. According to daughter
Bella Monias, Sarah Garrioch and Henry
Hendersaon lived at Cross Lake during the
summer and trapped at Setting Lake in the
winter.” Har father also hauled material for
the penple building the railway.”' Joseph
Tait lived for a long time at the mouth of the
river. Three of his children were buried on
the point of land across the river from his
house. This little graveyard was also the
rasting place for Roderick Garrick’s wife,
Betsy Spence, and John Linklater's first
wife, Mary.™

After the arrival of the railroad in
1914, some people moved to Mile 137
permanently, while others remained at
Setting Lake seasonally to fish or trap.
There was atso a population shift north
about two kilometres to a point jutting out
into the lake. This settlement, sometimess

called "Morkey Town,” became home

™ Christiansan. “History of Wabhowden - Emma Garrigch Colombe was born in #3880 and har sister Mary Garioch Secoe w0 1883 See
Appendis Two “Who are the Garricks? tor enare nformateen G0 the oigres and histeny of hes leading Wabowden family

& Jagseph Colarnbe e an wieriew with Cathenne Mcoleod, January 2002

" Before \ne radrcad. transpon followed 1he river syslems. In e eghlesnih and nmeleent ceniuries, the Grass River was an
imporlant Jur trade roule bebyaen York Faclony and its wland posts on the Saskatchewan River System. Zamoel Heame, Phibp
Turngr, and Cravid Thampsae wera well-known explaters whe osed this raute

* Zaran Gamoch marned [1) Henry Hendersaon (2] Jahn Linklater

<" Eella Morigs in zninterview conducied by Cathenne Meleod Fall 2001

o tpe Celombe and Henry Gamick in an ntereiey conducied by Cathenne Mol eed in January 2002, Sandy Crand 5 son Ocuglas was
tutied there far a sumenes, but he was diginterred by his father the tolloe:ng winter and rebuned al Cross Lake, &1 e moeth of Fish
Cresk, hore wikrg hwo more graves. possibly parents 1o John Charles MeDanald's wife
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to a number of families.™ Joe Colombe
remembered people who lived there at
various fimes: Roderick flett and his
wife; their son William Flett and his wife;
John Linklater, first with his wife Mary,
then with his second wife Sarah; Sandy
Crait and his wife Catherine. There was
also Nathan Moose and his wife and an
cld man named Jimmy Spence, all from
Melson House. And of course, there was

Joe's widowed mother, Emma Colombe,
and her family. Eventually, these people
also left Setting Lake, which could not
compete with the amenities available at
Mite 137, or Wabowden as it came (o be
known.” This community developed along
the tracks between the two larger Goose
lakes east of Setting Lake, and from the
start its fortunes were tied to those of the
railroad.”

Mile 136.00 on the line of Hedson Bay Raiiway
feaurtesy National Archives of Canada, PA-210854)

# “Monkey Town” waz a name applied to the Seting Lake community by peaple at Wabawden. Mthorgh varneos theorios axist locally

tongeming itz prigin, nene has proved conclysive.

& Watkawden also had a Cree name, still in use tohis day. Aceording to one soUrre, Meskanskenink maaning “a trail \hat has been
madc” or the pathway” was vsed belora Iha ralway was buifl. {Email from Laara Filznor 1g R, Shirmlt-Beaumaont, 14 November
2003); Annther sgurce based an a number ol nformants sugaests e fallowing: paa-wa-pesko {or miska) mescanaganeck of =5t
raad” “referring 1o railrcad,” pewapiskomaskanoyy meaning railioad,” and pawsmisk maskansw maanng Trailtoad” (email from
Diama Dalaronde-Colombe, 7 Hovember 2003). Cree consultant Ken Paupanekis provided 8 standardized spelling, piwemsko
maskandfkdmik and fhe erzl franslation. "al the place of the make beleve or metsl {steel) road.” While he was teaching a1
Coiford House, the Cree-spoaking paople there used the same mame lar Ifprd, the place where thay mat the (rain (email from K.

Paupanekis, 10 November 2003).

¥ The name “hile 1377 simply indicated the distance from The Pas. Mile 137 was later named Bowden atter W. A, Bowdan, the Chicf
Ergineer at the Department af Ralways. Since Bowden, Albea. already exisied, the nams was allered by adding the initials "W, A"
Ses Manileba Consarvalion, Geograplical Mace Names of Manitoba, 2000; 283,
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Chapter Three

The Hudson Bay Raitway:
Farly Stages 1908-1919

e Plt . . . W

The Hudson Bay Railway Bridge spanning the Saskatchewzn River at The Pas

[Courtesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 2.43)
This piclure was (aken g 3 peet near Deven [5land Fark kg Casl,
prabably durng spng hreakon, fence e ice seen in s pictuere.

Work on the Railroad Begins

The construction of the Hudson Bay
Railway had a long and complicated
history. With the help of government
subsidies, the Canadian Norlhern Railway
Company completed a rail line north-west
from Winnipeg to Hudson Bay Junclion,
Saskatchewan, by the early 1900s and
from there to The Pas by February 1908,

It was not, however, given the contract
to complete the remaining line from The
Pas to Hudson Bay. Instead, the federal
Department of Railways and Canals took
over the proiect and conducted surveys
in 1908 and 1808 to determine a suitable
route.” In the fall of 1810, the Hudson Bay
Railway got under way at The Pas as
construction began on a 233-metre bridge

' Howard &. Fleening. Camada'z Arctic Gullel. A Hislory of Me Hudson Say Riptway (Berkeley: Unwersity of Calforniz Press 19573,
51-58 A mpre dreg] rale wiuld have been from Maleking 10 The Pas. but since the Canadizn Modhern Raibvay had been paed
a submdy for pach mile of ralway as far as Hudson Bay Junction, it chose [hat place As the soulherm lerminos ol the Hudeon Bay

Railwaay.

“lmd.. G4-63.
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across the Saskatchewan River. In 1911,
Winnipeg contractor John D. McArthur
began to build the rail line.’ Although there
were delays due to political wrangling in
QOttewa, by 1912 a right of way had been
cleared to Mile 120, and a roadbed built to
Mile 50." As soon as the bridge opened in
1913, construction on the line proceeded
rapidly. By the end of the year, one hundred
and ten miles [176 km] of steel had been
laid, and by the end of 1914 the rails had
reached Mile 214 (Pikwitonei)." Work had
also started on the first bridge across
the MNelson River at Manitou Rapids, and
the grade was almost complete to Kettle
Rapids, where the second bridge was to
be built.”

From the outset, construction was beset
with obstacles. QOpponents, especially
in Eastern Canada, attempted to stop
the project by political action. Labourers
on the line complained about working
conditions and il treatment, especially
i the early years. After the outbreak of
World War [, so many of them left to join
the armed forces that the contractors were

1Ibid, 58 and T4,

left short, Nevertheless, some progress
was achieved. When all new construction
effectively came to an end in Dacember
1917, the track had reached Kettle Rapids
north of Gillam at Mile 332, and land had
been cleared as far north as the terminus
at Port Nelson.” Optimism was in the air.
Supporters of the railway believed that
the tracks would reach Hudson Bay the
following year, but in fact they were to be
disappointed. For nine long years aftar
1917, little was done beyond repairs of
the existing line. It was not until 1926 that
the government finally committed itself to
completing the railroad to Hudson Bay.

The Raifroad as an
Agent of Change

In the meantime, the existing railroad
continued to effect change throughout the
north. Indeed, ithad profoundly affected the
people living within its range of influence
frorn the eariiest days of construction. For
the people in the neighbourhood of Setting
Lake, its arrival at Mile 137 in 1914 was
the second of two recent changes in their

* lzn Bickle, Twmmod and Triwmph: The Controversial Raitway to Hudson Bay (Calgary: Detselyg Enterprises Lid, 19895). 28, There was
apposilian meEastern Canada 1o the propesed raiingad because of the projected cost of the venture. the shor peniod of open waler
an Hudsan Bay, and Lhe parcared threal io shipping inlergsts m Menireal.

* Fleming, 73 It is possitle that the rails had bean 2k for 190 miles 1176 km) by 1he end ol 1914, But accarding to a pohca repart
on a patral that I2ft The Fas on 27 Dos 1913, tha railway was operative anly 1o the end of stecl, 86 miles (138 k) from The Pas.
See Bickle, 195. One of the engineers, J W. Porer, reporled in the fall of 1914 1hat thera were “saveral sieetches of very good
Irack buetweaan The Pas and Mile 1607 and that the “End of Sieel” was at Mile 161, However, he did nol indicale how far Irains were
travelling by fhal ema. [bd, 53,

b Flermng, 73

THickla, 13, In fagl, by ihe time the project was shut down in December 1917, “the line was completed to a point called Amery {Mile
35B)." Seo Bickle, 43,
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lives, Prior to 1812, they had lived in the
North West Territories, but on April 1 of
that year, after Maniloba's boundaries
had been extended to Hudson Bay, they
officially became citizens of that prevince.”
MNow they were connecled to Southern
Manitoba by rail. in all likelihcod, the first
intimation of this momentous event was
the survey party that passed through the
region in 1908 or 1908. Men started to
clear the road north from The Fas in 1911,
and the work of grading and ballasting
the roadbed went on throughout 1812”7
By March 1813, the engineers for the rail
line had established their headquarters at

Setting Lake, a distance of one hundred
and twenty miles [192 km] from The Pas.”
By January of 1914, the end of steel was
at Mile 87, and the grade was completed
for a further hundred miles [160 km].”
Track laying followed at a rapid pace
and reached Mile 137, along with the first
construction traing, sometime during the
summer of 18147

The main purpose of the construction trains
was to carry men and materials for the
railway, but a regular passenger service
was also inaugurated in September 1813.
H. S. McCuaig of The Pas was the first to

Survey Crew's Cabin, Survey Party #4, 1308-1905
(courtesy Mational Archives of Canada. PA-147480)

“la The Pas newspaper. This extens:en 1o the grovince was called “New Manibeba”

" Aallasling dracribes the praclice af adding gravel or broken stene (2 3 railcad bed o give t greater stability

e Hundeed Teams Havting Supplies: Faur Hundred Men Busy an HE Foad,” PAR. Leqislalive Liorary, Lo Pas Horald, 6 March
1913 As a matter of inferest. Le Paz Harald was a local newspaper published al The Pas under different names and management
until 1929 Lipto eight pagesin length, it fecused o local and rational news relevant o the people at The Mas and along fine Hud son
Say Raway. It has heen a pnmary sauroe af infermation for s histony

“led.. The Hudsan's Bay Herdd, 15 January 1994 p t

“ By aboul 15 Movember 1913, the grade had bean completed to Rile 150 (Le Pas Herald, 25 September 1313, o 5) By the end of
1943, Aoanrding o ane reporl, steel had been laid 10 Sl 30 [ The Hedson's Bay Herald, & January 1314, p. 4, and to Mile 175 by
Cretober 1914 { Tha Pas flarad. 23 Octobor 1214, p. 1) Assuming consirucien was steady, the rail must hawe reached Wabowden

ot i May or June,
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Sandy Ridge Camp, Survey Party #4, 28 June 1909
(counesy Mational Archives of Canada, PA-147459)
Two of the surveyrs are wearing My nels.

buy aticket, paying $2.75, or 5 cents a mile,
for a trip to Scott, 55 miles [88 km] north
of The Pas.” After that first run, people
regularly travelled back and forth along the
line, but not without risk. In October 1913,
a party of travellers boarded the Pullman
“Marlborcugh” for a frip north to the camp
where the McMilan brothers resided.™
The plan was to attend a dance in honour
of Mrs. Alex McMillan, who was about {o
depar, after spending all summer with
her husband. However, just beyond the
MNarrows at Cormorant Lake, the travellers
were stopped by a wreck and had to return
home disappointed. One of the engines
had jumped the track, and the enginger

. N . Surveyors Camp,
had received injuries serious enough to Hudson Bay Railway Survey Party i, 1908-1909

send him to hospital in The Pas.” {courtesy National Archives of Canada, PA-147465)

'* L@ Pag Herstd. 168 Septamber 1913, p. 1.
™ MchAillan Erothers Lid, was a contracting i bhal worked an ha hne.

™ Lz Pas Herald, 23 Oemwber 1913, o 1.
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5t Anthony's Hospital, The Pas, ¢ 1920
([courdesy FProvincial Archives of Manitoba N20466)

People at Selting Lake had opportunities
to travel on the train as eariy as 1913 and
certainly by the summer of 1814, Track
laying was on its way to Thicket Portage by
this time, and grading rapidly approaching
Pikwitonei, Water tanks had been erected
to Mile 175, telephone lines weare in place,
and construction was about to commeance
on a steel bridge at Manitou Rapids on
the Nelson River.” Plans were also in the
works for about twenty station buildings
and for division yards, the first of which
was to be located at Goose Lake near

Steel| Bridyge at Man(tou Rapids, o 1920
(couresy Provincial Archives of Maniloba,
Johin A Camphell Colleciion, #183)

* Tho tridge was abowl one hunodred and thideen metres in length.

Mile 1367 According to The Fas Herald,
“There is in this vicinity considerable good
land, and in dug time a thriving little town
will doubtless spring up.” * The paper was
correct. A division yard was established
there, and
develop, known varicusly as Goose Lake,
Setting Lake, Mile 137, or Bowden, before
it was officially named Wabowden.

in time a community did

It was an exciting time for the region,
and people waxed eloquent congerning
its future. In ane newspaper article, "An
Optimist” wrote a glowing report on the
virtles of Setting Lake.

Seffing Lake with s adjacent fakes and
streams abound in fish of every kind, and
whan the Hudson Bay raflway s complefed
there is every probabilify that a farge and
profitable fishing industry wiff be operated
here.

" Goose Lake wias moe propgedy “Soose Lakes.” which included what are now knawn as Bowden and Rock 1sland Lakes. as well
a5 8 small, unmamed body of water 13 the souh-east. Informanan cilamed frem Gerald Hodm. Prowncial Topenymist. Poownce ol

Mamtoba, § Jone 2001

' The Pas Herakd, 23 Qclaber 1814, . 1.
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The mining industry (s afso shaping fself
creditably n this dislricl; we have at the
presenf time a number of well known
praspectors scaliered firough the districf,
wito aif speak very highly of the prospects
here, and we are optimistically sanguine of
the resufl.

With the development of fhese itwo
industries i1 the  immediate  and
tributary vicinity of Setting Lake, this wilf
undoubtedly be a very important point in
the near fulure,

The localion, which overfooks the beautiful
Sefting Lake, with fis fhousand scenic
surprises, upon a sloping heavily wooded
plateats, is altogeiher a choice selection,
with many natural advantages.

Setfing Lake is the gateway of the north
with its ouliet to the Nefson, ifs water route
to aft the principal Hudson Bay posts of
the north, and its present population have
every confidence that it will be a permanent
active and modern centre.”

Ancther newspaper aricle in the fall of
1913 gave a positive review of a proposal
to blast the Demi-Charge Rapids between
Cross Lake and Cedar Lake on the Lower
Saskatchewan. This would lower the
waters of Cedar Lake about 8 m and open
up 1,600,000 hectares of land along its
perimeter for agricultural development.™

Track-laying Gang at Mile 100
{courlesy Sam Waller Museurn, PP 94 2,630)

That idea newver went anywhere, but
others did. In the same newspaper, there
was a detailed report on the new wireless
station recently completed at The Pas,
making it possible to communicate by
telegraph via Port Arthur to places like
Toronte, Montreal, and Glace Bay on the
east coast” Meedless o zay, there was
axcitement in the air. Hundreds of people
were moving into The Pas and along
the route of the Hudson Bay Railway.
Engineers, prospectors,
and speculators were among them, but
the largest group by far consisted of
labourers amxious to get a job on railway
canstruction.

starekeapers,

"% lbadt., 24 July 1913, Seting Lake must have been abustling place at the time Al the organisaliznal meeting of Ihe Consaralive Party
in Tha Paz 21 February 1914, an executive was efected and men appoinled 1a represent points oulside The Pas, including Cedar
Lake, Moose Lake, Barrgws, Cormorant Lake, and Setting Lake, which was represented ty a "Mr. Scoll.” Ibid,, The Pas Herald. 256

Februany 1944, p. 1.

g, 9 Oclober 1513, p 1,

! Hid. The wircless wentinta action on 23 November 1913, Messages were heard from the “Sapwville, N.Y. Atington [near Washingtan},
and Cape Cod, Mass. Stations of the sysiem.” The Pas now had rapid communcation wilh the rest of 1ha warld, a fact nol lost an
the editor of the newspaper, wha noled lhal amangements were being made for & regular seruce “whernsby the |alest news of
imporlance frarm the cotside will be poblishad by this paper” i, 27 Novembes 1313, p. 1. By February 1914, messagas ware aisa
tréing racévad from the wireless station at Port Melsan, the lermings of the Hudson Bay Raibway. lbid., The Pas Herald, 26 Febroary

1914, p. 1.
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Working Conditions
during Railroad Construction

It is unknown how many local men worked
on the railroad, but there would have been
some among the hundreds of men who
were hired.” The conditions for working
men were far from ideal during the early
stages of construction. Some men who had
no money walked to The Pas, then walked
alang the construction route in the hope
that they would find employment. Others
hired in Winnipeg came up on the train,
then walked from the end of steel to the
work site, There they might find some kind
of accommaodation already built for them,
or they might have to construct something
themselves, Initially, the contractor was
responsible far setting up foed caches
every sixteen kilometres zlong the route.
These, and the system cf transportation
that provisioned them, were described in
December 1914 by J. L. Charles, who was
responsible for selecting and provisioning
campsites for the resident engineers of
Division 5§ in the vicinity of Kettle Rapids.
The contractor brought in farmers and
their teams and immediately conditions
became safe for winter freighting, the trail
was broken ahead. Log caches were bt
adigcent to the right-of-way at distances
of some ten miles apart. At evary other

cache, twenly rmules apart, bams were
builf to sfable tearns overmight, £ach leam

fravelled ten mites, loaded, fothe intermediale
cache, where a transfer was made to an
emply sfeigh, o return lo it home cache,
fight lpaded. Residenf engineers' camps
were afso about ten miles apart, aften nat far
fram the contracfor's cache. It was essential
that alf were fully stocked with eguipment
and supphes prior to the spring break-up
when overfand freighling would be halfed and
teams would be returned to farming.”

The caches contained basic staples like
flour, bacon, beans, sugar, tea, and coffee,
other food items and personal supplies, as
well as equipment and dynamite. " However,
they were sometimes 50 poorly stocked that
scurvy broke out among the workmen.™
Others suffered from the cold during winter,
and everyone had to endure the swarms
of biting insects in the summer months.
Workmen worked [ong hours at backbreaking

by

Interior of a Staticnman's Shack eccupied by four
Russian [Ukramian] Labourers
icaurtesy Natonal Archives of Canada, C-056822)

ST haere wese “arert 2.000 men 51 wark an ne line in lale 1914 The Pas Hergfe. § Novemper 1914,

** Bickle. 74.

! Bigkle, 34,

* Seurvy 5 A disease caused by @ lack ol ascurbie adid or Vtamin G, Symptoms may inglute delererabon of the gums and teeth as

we!l @5 bleeding into the skin and mucous membrangs.
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Track-laying en tho Hudson's Bay Railway, £.1920
{courtesy Provincial Archives of Manilaba, N13128)

tabour for six and sometimes seven days a
weeak. In the early years, nearly everything
was done by hand, from wheelbarrowing
the gravel and stones to build the grade
to laying the track and sledge hammering
it intc place.” 't was a tough job, often
for low pay relative to the living costs
on the line, and the working conditions
were certainly unacceptable by today's
standards. Mevertheless, there was some
compensation.”

After Hours on the Line

One of the most interesting features of
life on the line was the presence of an
educational programme sponsored by
the Reading Camp Association, which is
now known as Frontier College.” From
its base in Toronto,
recruited volunteers who acted as other

the association

labourers during working hours, then in
the off hours taught those same workers
subjects that interested them. One such
volunteer was Fred Bell, who worked
for & time as a labourer-teacher at a
camp near Wabowden, Somse idea of
his clientele and their inferests can be
gleaned from the order Bell submitted to
the association in May 1916, requasting
a new gramophone and records, along
with copies of newspapers in English,
Ukrainian, and ltalign, and magazines like
Popiifar Mecharnics.”

Self-improvement  was
encouragement,  but

given  eveary
activities of a

Labeurerteachars of Frontier College employed
with a Construction Crew on the Hudson Bay
Raifway, ¢ 1909-1929

(couvrlesy Malional Archives of Canada, C-056928)

# There is an implication in Bickle 1hat & track-layning machine was nat available until the 1920z, See Bickte, 41. However. according to
an articie in the Hisdsen Say Heratd, 22 May 1813, a “rad-layng maching” was alneady at The Pas by May of 1913

* For mone details o oworking candilions, seg Bickle, 41-53,

* Founded in 1895 by the Revercnd Alfred Filzpalnek and a group of university sludents, the Readng Camp Asseciation was renamed
Frantier College in 1918, It is a Coanada-wide organisation of voluntears, who teach pegpie 10 read and weile, regardless of their
circumstances. Informatian about i can be found on the Inlernct. See www lrantiorcollege. ea.

I Bickle, 59-80.
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distinctly more ‘“libationary” character
were strictly forbidden.” This was the
heyday of prohibition, the combined result
of government restraint during the war
vears and widespread public concern over
drunkenness and its associaied evils that
went back many years.” One after another,
municipalities, then provinces, oullawed
the sale and drinking of intoxicating
bheverages. No one was immune from the
consequances, not even a labourer bound
for a remote work camp on the Hudson Bay
Railway. On 13 April 1915, for instance,
the construction train, known locally as
"The Muskeg,” was on its way north to the
work camps when it was stopped by the
R.C.M.P. just beyond the bridge at The
Pas. According to the local newspaper,
it was boarded "in true Western hold-up
style” and the passengers, which inctuded
“two coaches full of railroaders,” were
ralieved “of contraband whiskey.” The
article went on to explain that Sergeant
Thomas and Constables Graham and De
Wilde searched the "packs and cars™ for
nearly an hour and found "a number of
bottles” which they threw "into the ditch.””
Constable De Wilde was sltill travelling

back and forth on the train in June to
prevent “whiskey being smuggled intg the
construction camps.”” His assighment
had its humorous moments, as people
attempted ingenious methods to evade
the law. The following newspaper repert in
December 1815 illustrates the poindt.

The activities of the moutted police
in  supprassing fiquor traffic over the
Hudson's {sic] Bay raifway is causing woe
lo more than one prospector and frapper. A
mounted red coal travefs continuafly on the
Muskeg, and hig sleriness s responsible
for the corfiscation of many cases of
liguors and bottles. Packs are searched
and private luggage is  nof  immone
from examination. Boitles marked hair
resiorer, paint, syrup, vinegar, salls, spring
water, and one wenif so far as o declare
profoundly that his boftte contained falcum
powdar, are taken and destroved. Many
artifices are used in trying lo get by with
botifes of Seofeh, and Bob Hasselt, when
confronfed with a possible loss of goods,
utilized his stormach fo secret a quan. Jack
McCormack was caught with the Johnny
Watker goods recently, and his defence on
the value of hair restorer nearly convinced
the pofice. They caught John fater drinking
the hair restorer with his hat off. exfibiting
a mane, that no seff respecting fion would
be ashamed of "

R.C.M.P vigilance discouraged "wholesale

blind-piggers,” the popular name for

b The word Tbabormary” refers b the act of drinking, aften ceramanially, 2% wene n 3 religious service. Along Lhe Hudson Bay Railway.
Lhere fray Pave becn sonme ceremony Allached W 1he congumplion of alcoholic beverages, but i cerainfy wazsn't religoust

* Profubition marde the selling and danking of imozicating heverages illeyal. |t was enacted in Princg Edward Istand in 1501 and the
rest of Canada dunng World War 1 it ended federally no 191% and prosncially dueing the 19205, when most previnces (Manitcba in
1923] g1 up a syslem of government sale and cantrul of the substance

Y The Pas Aerald and Minigs News, Friday, 18 Apil 1515, p 3
Yo lbaid., 4 June 1915 B 4.

g . Ea Decernber 1915, p 1.
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The "Muskeg" snowed [n at Mile 205
{courtesy Sam Wallsr Musaum., PP 34, 2,332a)

bootleggers at the time.® Consequently,
liquor in quantity did not move north with
the trains, nor did it accompany the dog
teams, which were generally too lcaded
down with necassities to have much space
available for contraband. Up until this time,
hguor was available from licensed outlets,
but by December 1915, Saskatchewan
prohibited the possession of liquors
altogether™ By the end of May 1916,
Manitoba followed suit, and the Opasquai
Hotel in The Pas closed its doors.”

Raif Travel a Comfortable
Option for Some

If the men gaing north on the railway lacked
“iquid refreshments,” at least they had the
promise of good meals and a place to
sleep. Business on the railway had been
s0 brisk in 1915 that a café-sleeper car
was added to the Muskeg in 1916 It
made its first frip on May 10. As reported in
The Pas Herald and Mining News,
Engineer Cameran had the engine shined
up i honor of the new comer, and the
frain crew, loo, were Brnighter and more
importamt fooking. The car is named

"Mamitou,” probably ouf of respect fo the
rushing waters of Manitou Rapids, and § wilf

¥ “Blind pig” was a slarg term for a place where alcohal ¢ould be purchased illagally. A “blingd pigger” was one who provided 1hat
service. A "bootlegger” is one who makes, selfs, or ranspots hguer lagally.

W The Fas Harald and Mining flaws, 24 December 1915, p. 1.
¥ ihid., & May 1316, p. 3.

*lhid., 29 January 1916.p 1.
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follow the forlunes of the doughly Muskeg
between The Pas and the end of steef unfif
the government takes the road over. The
car is in charge of & cofored porter, who wif!
fook after the meals and sfeeping berths. At
one end of the car a place has been fitted
up for a kitchen. where buffet meals may
be prepared.”

Seats to Mile 41 cost 25 cents; to Mile 86,
50 cents; and to Mile 137, the future site of
Wabowden, 75 cents. If a person wanted
to have a berth, the cost was $3.00 to Mile
239, or Manitou Rapids, which was the
end of steel at that time.” However, not
everyone was allowed to travel. According
to the paper, on 10 May 1916,
Mearly eighty Russians were pul off the
Muskeg Wednesday morming. They were
bound for Port Melson, but. as none cowld
show they had been hired, the railway
officials refused lo allow fhem to fravel
Last year the company's caches suffered
from the depredations of the bohunks, and

it is proposed fo puf & siop to this kind of
thievery.”

The term "bohunk * was derogatory slang
applied generally to immigrants from
Central Eurcpe, and its use in The Pas
newspaper reflected prevailing attitudes

toward these “foreigners” at that time.”

-

The “eighty Russians” had been lumped
together with a group of Central Europeans,
who in 1915 had been refused work after
traveling north to the construction sites.”
Without money or resources, this earlier
group had waiked back to The Pas, a
distance that may have been more than
three hundred and twenty kilometres, Little
wonder then that they broke inta the food
caches alang the way.

The Railway and Economic
Expansion

Port Nelson, the hoped for destination of
the eighty Russians, was a hive of activity
with a poputation at times of over one
thousand peopke. Work there centred on
the building of a huge gran terminal and
docks for the ships that were expecled to
carry prairie wheat to European markets.
Construction on the railway had also
moved rapidly. By 5 March 1215, the
railway was "fully completed” to Mile 56,
the roadbed partially ballasted to Milg 176,
and steel laid to Mile 214." There was great
optimism in the air about the railway's rale
in the future resource development of

Flbid., 12 May 1918, p. 1. The ‘calered parter” would have bean of African descerd For many years, porlers were ganerally Llack men.

whasy anplayrment opperturbies wera liemled in e felds becaose of racal dizcrirmnaton.

* The Pas Herald and Miung Mews. 12 May 1316, p 4

= lind.

© Tgonunk,” which ongnated {rom ihe words " Bobemian” and “Hunganan.” tock on gyen more sinister meanng for some Britigh

Canadianz during World War Ona, The reason was stmple Many ofthese so-called "oohunks” had emigrated from Austna-Hungary,
wilh which Canada, as a member of the Brtish Empire, was 8l war fram 1974 o 1918

would nave Deen Russian

YIn gl hkehhaad. the  Russi@ans were effime Ukramans, but since moch of Ukrame was parl of Ressia at hat me. e natoonality

= The Fas Hergld and Miing News, 5 March %15, p 1. Once track was laid and ballasting campleled consiruclicn i the raniway

was [inrshed.
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"Mew Manitoba,” a sentiment reflected
in nearly every 1ssue of The Pas Harald
and Miming MNews” Prospectors had
at Herb Lake, for
instance, and this prompted secondary

discoverad gold

development along the railroad. in March
1915, for instance, Albert Campbell was
converting the “fishing shacks” at Mile 86
{Herb Lake Siding} into a “stopping place
for people bound in and out of the gold
fields” K wouldnt be the Ritz, because
everyone had to bring his own blankets,
tut meals were available “at a2 rezsonable
price.”” By July 1915, Tom Forrest had set
up a stopping place and general store at
the same place, and planned to huy fur
the following winter. Assisted by Jimmy
Williamson, Forrest carried a “complete

line of provisions cf the canned variety,
also prospectors necessities. Tobacco,
small store

magazines, papers and

notions” were also available.”

Similar development, all of it connacted
to railway construction, was occurring
elsewheare along the line. This was certainly
the case at Goose Lake, later Wabowden,
where Jack Hayes established a stopping
place in response to its designation as a
divisional centee for rail construction.™ Six
divisions had been established inApril 1815
at The Pas, at Mile 137 {Goose Lake), Mile
214 (Piquitenay}, Mile 280 {Landing River),
Mile 332 (Kettle Rapids), and Mile 393
{Kisimagistakumn). The Division Engineer
at Mile 137 was W. J. D. Reed-Lewis, who

Herb Lake
{courtesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 33.18.578)

**How Manitoba™ was the popular name for the reqion narth af Ihe 537 Parailel, which had baen anncied 1o Manitoba n 13%2. The
Pas was Ihe gateway into its vasi, still undeveloped northenn frontiers.

“ The Pes Herald and Miming Saws, 12 March 1915, 0, 1 “Ritz™ 15 a generic temm far a luxury hotel,

4 fbid., 9 July 1915, p. 1.

*igid , 2 June 1916, p. 3.
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Hudson Bay Construction Dfice
fcourlesy Sam Waller Museurn. PP 94.2.23a)

was assisted by three resident engineers,
A. M. Hanson, A McNaughton, and W.W.
Christopherson.™

During the summer of 1916, construction
headquarters were moved from The Pas
to Piquitona, in part “lo be nearer the
congtruction of the last half of the road”
but also because “The tndians [had] forced
the remowval of the shops by raising the
rental from 3200 to $600."" Evidently,
tne divisional shops were located on
reserve land at The Pas, and pending
relocation to larger facilities, the railway
company authoriies decided that "a
temporary workshop at Piguitona” would
meet requirements.” By August, the
office building at The Pas was nearing

campletion, and it was axpected that the
chief engineers would return from their
summer quarters by the end of the month.
The Winnipeg staff of eighteen men was
also transterring to The Pas office. Later in
the fall, the construction shops at Piguitena
were to be removed to The Pas as well.”

Daily Life in Railway
Communities

Because newspaper reports generally
reparted only news highlights, it is hard {0
find reports on ardinary life in places along
the railway. Howaver, in September 1916,
The Pas Herald and Mining News did carry
a saries of detailed articles on Piguitonay
that help to fill that gap.

Ui 23 Bprl 1915, p 1L AN these men aclually hved at Mile 137, Read-Lewis's wile was alzo wath im, becagse the newepapear
reporied a vigzl nere by hee sizler. thg wife af Or. Orok, who was ang of the medical goclors connested with the radway 1. 30

Apni 1915 p. 4

b, 4 February 19168, g 4, Pagoitona” at Mile 214 was also wntten "Piquatonay” and TPikwitono, TPikwtono” 12 the preferred

spelling eday
¥ The Pax Herald and Minng Mevss, d Febireany 1916, p 4.

“ibid.. 18 Augusl 1916, p. 1.
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from this place. Prospectors are shilf on the
spot. They have great faith in the samples
fhey have got. Sitver up to $6.00 in value
have heen found.

A very nice sight at fhe present moment is
o see the rafts of bies being taken out by
McArthur & Winterton on the river oppasiie
the silver mirng claims.

Canceing and fishing is carried on in the
mver, wich in the winfer timea is the direct
raute taken by fhe Indians o Splif Lake.
On the south side of the river is situsfed the
engineers' residence of the government,
i charge of Mr. £ P MgMaughlon, who
is one of the first enginesrs on the fine.
Opposite ta his place is the residence of
Mr. Hazeiwood. Next week [ hope to deal
with the social Iife of the district. Yours
RUPERT'S LAND.®

Trug to his word, the correspondent
followed up with a companion article the
following week.

Frigulendy Fi0 20v g

Pikwitonei Mile 214, Hudson Bay Railway
[Courlesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 93.18.597)

Piguitoray  Pickings.  (From Qur Qwn
Correspondent} One of the busiest places
orr the Hudson Bay raifway 15 Piguitonay.
Mife 214. The roundhouse, engine shoads,
carpenters’ shop of the construction
company are stusted close 1o the main
line, and are well adapted fo carry on
the work of repairing, etc. The offices
and warehouses are focafed afongside

the track. On a hill across the creek are
situated the houses of the men employed
by the Construction company. The carrying
out of the work of construction is under the
personal supenvision of R A Hazrelwood,
chief engineer, and is directed by him.
When the train from the norf or south
arrives, the visitor is struck with the amount
of business going on. The office and works
are a five of indusiry. Here alf mar is sorted
and dispatched to the different points slong
the line.

Bob Long, the well known Chinaman,
altends o the inner man. His poof room is
well patronized by the travefling public. He
provides a hard, but comforfable bed.

1o the north-west of the Piguitonay river,
ane of the old-imers, Mr Peters, carries
on a kading post. It the summer he fefs
aut canoes for hire and in the winter his
dogs are well known to the traveffars in this
norif fand.

Sorme time ago a very valuable discovery of
gold and sifver was made a shord distance

Pigutona  Fickings. {From Qur Own
Correspondent) When rambling through
ffifs new place, | came across a friend of
mne, one of the ofd timers, who informed
me as to frow the place came 1o be known
as Figuitona. it is derived from the Cree
word "Scabby.” i appears that at one time
an indian lived here that had a vary rough,
biotched face and when any of the earlier
travelters thal were going through fo the
Hudson Bay, wanted to be taken over the
river, they were direcled fo "Oid Scabby,”
and he rowed them across. Traces of the
oid camp are shlf fo be found down close
ta e river.

In this far away north country we have a
rumitier of good socrable people. Amongst
them are Mr. and Mrs. Orennan, who an
fast Friday night gave whaf they call in
Scolland & “Lightening Up FParly ™ At 9
oclock a goodiy number of guesis had
assembled, lo fake parl in the games

brd., 1 September 1916, p. 1. Indicative of the growth of Ihe town, 2 public school, 5.4 m by 7.2 m. opened at Paguitong in January
1917 wilh twwlve students under the direction of Miss 3, Wood of Winnipeg. |bid . 19 January 1917, p. 1.
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Mile 214 before 1528

g

[courtesy Ed Carer)
The while buitding /s the Great West Slore and the farge Buildinng on
the right fs Bob Lorg 5 resfaursnt gd Stooping place.

provided. During the evening Mr. C. Adams
defighted the audience with a display of the
latest step dancing. The sefections on the
grammanfione fsic] included some of Harry
Lauder's latest songs. Before the party
separated a splendid supper was supplied.
ail the company returning home  welf
pleased with the evening's enjoyment.
During the week | was greatly struck
with the musical abifity of the rosidents
here, which inciude the sweet tone of the
vichin, the meliow sounds of the baryo and
mandolin, to the accompanimert of the
piano. The ever popilar seleclions on the
gramaphone, the rich tenor voices being
carried through the stifiness of the night,
with the dance hall which Mr. Bob is pulting
up, the fang winter nights wilf go over very
pieasantly. Next week | hope {o lake you
north and south of 214.”

The correspondent had nothing to say
about Mile 137 (Wabowden), but he did
make some interesting observations about

Thicket Portage at Mile 185.

f promised last week (o take you down 10
Thickat Parfage_ Mife T85 At this poirt on
the fine there is a portage caffed Porage
aveniug. This is the portage mentioned hy
Sir John Frankbin in his book; Sir Jobn and

“lmd.. & September 1316 p. 1

Ykid | 15 September 1916 p.A.

fis party came down the river and across
the fakes, and through Thicket Portage.
Mr. George Cowar carries on a frading posi
here. Both he and his good wife are known
far and near for thewr kirnd hospitality.

The lndians of the north have besn known
to use this portage for hundreds of years
on their way to and from Norway House,
Cross lake and Nelson House, af this
season of the year i is the halting place
for the Indians, where they all mest befare
going on thelr winter's fishing and hunling
expedition.

L ast week gquite a number of indian dances
were givern &t right, ruch lo the arnusernent
of those who had never withessed anything
of that sont before. Close ta this point 8 saw
mill is at work eulting ties and timber for the
work of construction. There is afsg & fox
ranich buift at this portage.™

Work Slowdown
during World War |

By 1916, the war effort was putting a strain
on railway construction. There were only
about twenty-five hundred men working
on the railroad in 1916, which was well
below the number employed in previaus
years.” There was alsc a shortage of rails.

A g end af May 1914, for cxamale, thers were ngarly 5 000 men achvely at work, walh each Lain adding to those already

ermployed.” The Pas Aerald. 28 May 1214 p 1.

35



=1l

Landing Supplies, Port Helson
{eaurtesy Mationsl Archives of Canada, PA-041490}

Mevertheless, by September 1816, the end
of steel was at Mile 300, and by December
7, when Oftawa ended construction for
the winter, "most of the 425 miles of the
railroad” had been graded, and the rails
were down on “two thirds of the line,"”

Construction on the railway slowed down
in 1917, aithcugh work continued on the
terminals at Port Nelson and on the bridges
at Armstrong Lake and Kettle Rapids.” By
the beginning of 1918, the bridge at Kettle
Rapids was finished. McMillan Brothers
Ltd. had alsc completed their contract to
grade the road and moved their machinery
and remaining supplies south to The Pas.
Construction was winding down, and
this fact gave credence to rumours that

the Hudscn Bay Railway was going to
be abandoned because of a shortage of
monay and labour” Indeed, no rails were
taid in 1918, and by the beginning of 1919,
there was real concern in Western Canada
overthe railway's future. This was reflected
in a newspaper article, which appealed for
its camplstion.

AGITATION OVER HBRY GROWS
DETERMINED The sfluation abomi the
H B. Ry 15 tolal fength, 424 mifes (678
ki, The Pas to Port Nefson. Esfimatod
cost, including terminals at The Pas and
Forf Nelson, $26.000 000 Esfimated
spent to date $21,000,000. Esfimafed
amount reguired for completion of fhe
road, §4,000.000. The grade was finished
in 18916, Steef is laid for 332 miles [531
kil fsaving bul 92 miles [147 kmf fo
completion. Terminals st Port Nefson

T The Fas Herzld and Mining Mews, 15 Decamber 1916, p. 1. The official reason given by Clawa for shoting down canstruclion
wias “lhe ngors of he northarn winter,” but in facl constructicn of some kind ad ocourred troughout the winler moning in presous

YEArs.
¥ |hid,. & April 1917, p. 1

*mid., 5 Oclober 14917 p. 1.
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Aerial View of Kellle Rapids an the Nelson River,
showing line of {he Hudson's Bay Railway, ¢.1528
jcourasy Maliongl Archives of Canada, PA-Q41EDEY

abou! half completed. Terminals at The
Pag partly begun, The first 200 mifes {320
k] of the road from The Pas runs through
the mingraf bell, and through spruce. jack
pite, popfar and tarmarack. The waterfalfs
of the Grassy amnd Nelson rivers hie close fo
the railway. and two miffion horse power (s
abtathable for the efectrification of the road.
The olject sought 1 building this raffway
is a central Western Canada ocean outfet
for Western commerce via Hudson Bay
According to the mercator's projechion. the
distance from Forl Nelson fo Liverpool is
3,200 mites {57120 k], From Monifreal the
distance lo Liverpool is 3.007 miles [4811
kmj. The rall distance from Winhipeg to
Montreal is 1,400 miles {2240 km)]. Since
the rathway starled, fhere has developed
the finding of rich minerals and the mining
af them within 100 mites f160 kmj of it

** The Pas Meraid, 24 January 19459, p 1,

Ihe fishing industry has grown from a few
hoxes & manth o eight cars a week, and
fhis amout is entirely wan fram the fakes
near the railway, The fish in Hudsan Bay
remain untouched. Of this the government
report say. i Hudson Bay, teerting with
fish of alt kinds, Is a resource undevelopead,
which this railway wilf open up, and cause
farge and prospercus communities  fo
spring o being. ™ Kudson Bay fish can be
delivered to the heart of the prairos within
24 houwrs.™

This was a positive report on the benefits
of the railway, but there was a downside as
well. ronically, the rapid transportation that
delivered fish to Saskatoon in a day also
played a major role in an epidemic that
struck the MNorth in late 1918 — early 1918.

The Influenza Epidemic,
1918-1919

Spanish Influenza was a virulent disease
probably introduced to North America from
Europe by returning soldiers who spread
it throughout the continent as fast as the
frains could carry them to their homes.”
Since rail lines connected The Pas with
points in Southern Manitoba as well as
Saskatchewan, it was only a matter of
time before the disease arrived in the

© Called “Spawsh Flo” on e erroneous assumplon 1hat i grignated in Span. the 1918 influenza pandermic is conservalively
esimated 10 bayve Killed over twenty rolhan pecple Ihtoughowl the word. Ancarding 10 Ann Herrng of tdebasier Umyer sty wiho has
slud:ed the eflecls of the disease in Morhern Martoba, “lFress came on withowt warming heralded by a sudden shwvering. severe
acha in the eyeballs, painan the legs and kidneys, folfowed by collapsc.” This was [olawad Ay a high lever and 3 hacking cough,
All age qroupes were struck, bet children bebwesn the ages of fve and fourteen and adults botwaea lwenty and forly years af age
were pamculany affected. Mot recovered Bul of the remaning lwenty percent nearly half died of secondan rfecuans heading 1
influenga pneumcnig, Influenia was a wieal micchon spread rough e sreeres and coughs of 1the affficted. There was no curne.
See 0. A Herring, “There were young people and cid pecple and babies dyng every waek’. the 1313-1919 inflyenza pandemic ol

Morway Huuse,” Efnofstang 1301019943031

a7



community, and from there spread by
rail to points further north.” Indeed, the
Muskeg travelled back and forth along
the Hudson Bay Railway throughout the
epidemic, carrying fish, railroad ties, and
other goods, as well as passengers.”

Newspaper reports at The Pas suggest
that influenza initially entered the North
from Saskatchewan. Certainly the disease
was on the prairies by October 1918 On
October 29, it had reached The Pas, the
first cases being passengers on the train
fram Hudson Bay Junction.” On November
6, Dr. A. Larose went north on the Muskeg

to find out if the disease had spread to “the
MNorthiand,” but found health conditions
there “satisfactory so far."” However, by
December 6, the flu had reached Mie
82 at Herb Lake, where one person had
already died, and quiie a number were
affected ” There were no reports of cases
further north at that time, but evidence
suggests that the disease was already
beyond Setting Lake.

On December 3, the HBC journalist at
Norway House recorded a rumouwr that
influenza had struck “an Indian camp
at Clearwater Lake some 2 or 3 days

Paople and Supplies on tha HER, pessibly at Herb Lake (Mile B2}
(couresy Sarm Wallar Museurmn, PP 30.7 66}

% Heawever, therg is no evidence in The Pes Herald 1o suggest that it was returning saldiers wha brought the disease north. An article
enttled “3,000 Soldiers May Raturn Lo Worhland” appeared in the 10 January 1919 issue of the paper, evidently in ambopatorn of

their return See The Pas Herald, 50 January 1818, p. 1.

® td., 1 November 1948, p. 4; 8 November 1918, p. 4; 15 Mavembar 1938, p. 4, 6 December 1918, p. 4.

™ loid., 18 Qctober 1918, p. 1

& Jhig., 1 Meovember 15918, p. 1. The first case was 3 fifty-five year ald man frarm Saskatoon; the second was a resdent of The Pas

returning Trom a visil o Prince Albert.
¥ Joid., 8 Mavember 191E.
8 [hid., G Degamber 13918, p. 1.
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north of Cross Lake"" The following
day, 2 letter arrived with the Cross Lake
packet confirming the report and adding
that "seventeen deaths” had occurred.”
The camp in question may have been
the one later mentioned in a newspaper
report about the epidemic at Cross Lake.
Apparently, “Those who suffered most
were in the interior, outside of medical aid.
In ong camp of 27, sixleen died almost at
one time with the flu.” The remainder wouid
have starved o death had the Hudson's
Bay Company not had “provisions cached
there.” Evidently they were in a weakened
state because a party under the leadership
of Albert Sinclair had to be "organized and
sent there 1o bury the dead.””

Cross Lake was “the first afflicted” of
the Indian reserves north of The Pas.”
In all likelihood, the flu arrived via the
Hudson Bay Railway at Mile 137, which
was connected by a well-travelled trail to
Cross Lake.” Dan McDonald, who was
living with his wife at Mile 137, travelied

back and forth over that trail alf winter
hecause he and another man named
Levoie were fishing commercially on Cross
Laka. Before they pulled up their nets in
February, they had made many trips, "their
last consignment of whitefish leaving Mile
137 by the Muskeg on the 25" {of February
1919]."" However, they were not the only
ones to travel that road, so it is anyone’s
guess regarding who carried the disease
to Cross Lake™

The railway certainly played a part in its
spread there, as it had done at The Pas
and Herb Lake, although The Pas Herafd
reported little about illness at other places
along the line. Indeed, the only evidence
of influenza at Thicket Portage {Mile 185}
was a rather macabre report about CQle
QOlson's "good” fortune:

Ole Ofson, Thicket Portage, is better off by
310 and a fox. One of s traps, with a fox
caughl 1 i, was dragged sorme distance
from its anchorage. A fellow trapper taok a
chance that it might be a silver fox for $10,
That night fre was stricken with the “fiu” and
Ole got the money and fox”

= PAKM, HBCA, B 15VABT, fp. 9. Noreay Houss Pest deurmal, 1918-1923. Althaugh the names were iienlcal, this lake was nearby
and should nat be canfused with Clearwaler Lake st narth of The Pas.

= |od, The repodt came from . H. 80, Sardon, the Huodsoen's Bay Company factor a1 Cross Lake.

T The Pas Heratd ¥ March 1119, p 3 Albert Sinclair. malemal grandfalher af Eva Oram of Wabowden, was & farest ranger and game

guArdem, wha alsn served as Cheef of The Cross Lake Band.

. 14 Febroary 1915, p. 1.

** There ware no newspaper repans of nflusnza at Mile 137 tzelf, hut this may have been an pversight, gither because no deaths
vreurred There or because They weare incioded o e Cross Lake stateshos.

Y The Pas Heeald, ¥ Mareh 1939 p. 3.

" . In the samre news repert, it states thal Bishop Charlsbars arcived by dog team on Febriacy 13, and the very next day the wite of
C. H. 3. Gordon lhe HBC factor. &lso armved Undeobledly thare woere many other avellers whose journeys went unreconded.

" The Pas Herdd. 21 January 1919, p. 4.
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Dog Taams resting at Mile 137 on way to Cross Lake.
[couresy Sam Waller Museum, PF 94.2.91}

Perhaps a little black humour hefped
some people deal with the deaths that
were occurring everywhere. For others,
silence was the answer. There were only
passing references to mortality rates from
flu at The Pas, where news stories focused
on efforis o contain the disease and
highlighted any signs of its abatement.”™
Reports on the disease among the Native
population, on the other hand, tended in
the opposite direction. in & February report,
for instance, the headline read, “Influenza

Takes Toll of Indian Tribes — Number of
Deaths Placed at 289."7 By far, the highest
numbers of deaths occurred at Cross Lake
and neighbournng Norway House, with one
hundred and twenty and one hundred and
thirty deaths respectively being reported
in the middle of February 1918.% Indeed,
in the case of Norway House, fully fifteen
percent of the population may have died.”

There were also numerous deaths at
Cumberland House, Eed Earth, Beaver
Lake, and Pelican MNarrows, where the

A5 he newspaper explained, "Fear of cantractng the drzeasse should nol enter the nunds of any of our cibzens, Your wormes nave
a deprassing effect. So chaar up, and ook the cmorgency anthe face” Ind., 1 November 1918, oo 1 18 was nat until March that the
newspaper reportad thal tnere had been 253 casas and 23 daaths due to the flu. b, 7 March 1919, p. 1.

™ Ibid., 14 February 1919, p. 1. Repprling the deaths of aboniginal pecples may not have created the same anxiety among the
townspeopla of The Pas, because it confirmed a widespread nolion al 1he tme that ahadiginal people were dying oul anyway
becausa of thair fzck of resistance o European diseases. Wilkh (s mindsal, death was regrellable, of courss, but expacted.

' [bid,

¥ lbitf., ¥ February 13919, p. 1. Aceording to B, Talbet, manggee of the HBEG posi at Morway House, fhere had been gne hundred and
sewan deaths, or bwalve peroent af the popolatisn by 22 January 1919 This suggests a 21al popalation of appraxirmataly egh
hundred and nincty-teo pecple. By the middle of Fabreary, the death tell had naan 1o an estimated ona hondrad and thirty peopla,

or ifleen percent of the pepulation. 1kd., 14 Febreary 1919, p. 1.
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situation was desperate,

floor helpfessly sick, with four dead bodies
fying in armongst them. The reponts corning
it say that the conditions af the Narrows are
horritie, and every famifly is down with the
fu and heipfess, It is thoughl that, unless
refief is given immediatefy, the entire Indian
tribe af Pelican will be wiped out. Charles
Dysart mushed in yesterday with the fatest - Mooy anus lrom gk moetings, deares smd ot s gm whars cromds
news of the epidemic. .. .Pefican Narrows Kemy 1+ e and s o001 b bl wovmhimg o msscing

In one fhouse there were 20 lying on the ﬁ '
-

EPIDEMIC
(SPANESHM)

Thin Diveass b Mighly Comwrmioaisls.
It W2y Duveicp Into & Severs Posumenis.
Thrrd i o A id el -Hhmu

death tist is now 30 and when Dysart ieft et s 1090 by e
they expected & more fo die that day oo TR oectend e v s Jalurs etirng Uhe oo ol o
He says they are roffing the dead up in : — —
biankets and putting them on the roof of i . TO MAZE A MASx 5
shacks” — ————

'
| ki 0 e ke Pt el e Ly e I

e M el Al i = e

Ao e T sk e (F s g b
There were still no cases at The Pas . - — ,;‘})

Feserve, which was remarkable evidence |swm HY ﬂ[ PHI]VEEHI Humﬂ m’ ]EM]'H

of the effectiveness of a locally imposed
guarantine, and the disease had not
yel been reported at Grand Rapids,

Cedar Lake, or Moose Lake.” However, Public Notice issued by the Albertz Board of Health
) ) {courtesy Glenhow Museum Aechives. NA-4548-5)
there were mild attacks of influenza the “To Make A Mzsk - Take 5 piece of ordinany cheesecioh

fDHDWiI’IQ week at The Pas Reserve and 8 X 16 inches, fald it lo mrake it B X B inches. Next fold
thix o mahe it § X 4 inghes. Te cords abowt! 10 inches

a week later seven deaths were FEpDFtE.'d lorpg 3t e3ch corrar. Apply Gver mauth and mose as

at Moose Lake.” One of them was Jacob  #hown m the piature

Tobacco, who died "under most dramatic

circumstances.”

“lbad. 7 Febrgary 1919 p 3. Peopic in foc Tatal las1 stages of inlluenza presented a ternble sight. 1mages from Herring include:
“typhoidal stale’ characterised by cracked Lps. a dry, shranken, glased brown tongue. lint-picking fingers, nconfience and a zerme-
CONSCIouS Stupdt™; “aces turned an ashy purple’; and “a homnble mfluenez stench, rerminiscent of rolting corpses on 2 battaleld. ©
Herrimg, 31.

*'Evan before any tases of 1he disease had occurred, Or Slephansson, the medical heglth officcr at The Pas had arlered the closure
of seheols, churches, pooliooms. and the theatre. Mechngs “al any natuee” were forbidden. and ail ather gattenngs descauraged.
Lator, whion pedple were sincken with the Tu. they had e reman n dhee hames under quaranne onfil the proper auihanbes Lited
Lthe order Although there was no koown cure, the doclor maintained hat Seople wha feceed serum twice by mocalabon seven o
len days apan might snil 9ot e disease. but & rmilder torm ol il Fhe Pes Hera)d, 1 Movermber 1918, p. 1, and 15 November p 1.

“ld. 21 February 1919, p d; 28 February 1819 g 4 Eighty perced] of the peaple who conlracted mflueneza inade @ full recovery,
possbly Because they had “mild” atlacks
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After pulling up his fishing nets he went
home and informed his wife that e was
leaving her and to calf the children for
prayer and advice. He afterwards donfnjed
his black suit and wert ouf to fhe fake
hamnk and died. Influenza was the cause of
death.”

On to The Bay:
Keeping the Dream Alive

By April 1219, the epidemic had run its
course, and attention tumed to other
matters, not the least of which was the
future of the Hudson Bay Railway. It
did not look promising. 4. D. McArthur
had lost the contract for its completion,
and management of the railroad was
transferred to the Canadian National
Railway.” A gquarter of a million railread
ties lying along the track, and designed o
be used in the final phase of construction,
had been hauled away during the winter.”
By June, the construction office at The
Fas and the shops at Piquitona had been
closed, and much of the rolling stock
moved elzewhere.” This included “a few
hundred hand-cars™ and nearly all of the
“Hartt dump cars.” In resighation, The Fas
Herald noted, "That the dismantling is well

Sibid . 4 April 1919, p. 4.
Higid., 2 May 1914, p. 1.
d., 11 Apnl 1918, p. 1.

e lbid., 6 Juna 1919, 1 t.

campleted is evidenced by the absence of
the whiskey jacks, who have gone to more
active fields."”

The Muskeqg continued to operate, although
there were not-so-subtle complaints about
the cost of transport. One such item
appeared in the paper in May.
ft cost Dan McDonafd 5400 to send a car
of freight to Mife 239 on fhe Hudson Bay
raifway. A few years ago J. 0. McArthur
charged 372 to bring a car of ice and
fish from that poinf to The Fas, and the
charges now are reported [0 be near $804.

Mr. McDonald denies that he is buying the
railway on the instaffment plan.”

Dan  McDonald, Josie Grenon, and
twenty-six fisherman were among the
trappers and prospectors that headed
north on the Muskeg on 21 May 1919
They were travelling to Mile 239, just past
Kettle Rapids, apparently io engage in
cammercial fishing, which had become
increasingly important along the railway
line.® In fact, fifty-three carloads of fish
had been transperted south to The Pas in
1918, and in 1819, the Muskeq cperated
“a fast express with fish" on alternate
weeks “in order to calch the Tamarack

B |bid., p. 3. Tha whizkay-jack, of Canada jay, i an mguisitive bird often fpund hovering atdund campstos in the norhern forest in
armicigration of th food they iave 10 offer. The name is derved fram 1he Cree wiskalian.

Mibid., 23 May 1919, p. 3.

¥ Ibid., p. 4.
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far the scuth on Fridays."” Most of the
fish was purchased by Armstrong Trading
Company, which was one cf the largest
fish purchasing firms in ‘North America.
Known as Booth Fisheries Company after
1919, its store at The Pas was the largest
such establishment in Manitoba, "handling
everything a modern departmental store”
carried.”

Fishing activity, as well as mineral
exploration and forestry, helped to keep

alive the dream of a railway link to Hudson

Bay. Lobbying by western interests
had secured 3300,000 for repairs and
maintanance of the existing ling in 1918
and kept the door open for a resumption
of construction. Surveying was another
hopeful sign. P. B. Street had completed
a survey of townships along the railway
in 1816, but additional surveying of
scheduled for the
summer of 1819, In June, D. L. Evans was

homesteads  was

looking for thiteen men at “$2.25 a day
and food” to work “at Mile 75, and then
along the Nelson River from Mile 185.™*

Mr. Faul and Dalivery Wagon for the
Armsireng Trading Company, 1312
(couresy Provingial Archives of Manitoba, M10240}

“Ibid 1T June 1919, p 420 June 1919 p. 4. The Tamarack was the tram hat fraveled soulh from The Pas.

Vg 12 September 1919 po 3 1S masager al 1he e was 5. H. Johnson, sonandaw of Henry Mekay of Grand Rapids

©The Pas Hessld snd Mineg News, 21 March 1216, p 3: The Pas Herald, & Jung 1519, n. 1.
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Chapter Four
‘Wabowden Takes Shape, 1914-1925

Mile 137: Early Development

It is not absolutely certain when people
began to gather at Mile 137, but it must
nhave been argund 1914, because the
Hudson Bay Railway arrived that summer,
and plans were announced in the fall to
establish the first division yards north of The
Pas at this location.” Known as “Division 2,
Goose Lake, Mile 137" it was under the
direction of a division engineer and three
resident engineers.” Besides these men,
there were many labourers employed on
the railway line in the vicinity, and in 1815,
the place took on added importance when
a new gravel pit was openead "four mies off
the track at Mile 137" to replace the nearly
exhausted one at Reader Lake.’

Mile 137 was also on a major fur trade
route to Nefson House, which made it an
excellent lecation for distributing supplies
both winter and summer. According to lacal
sources, summer transport was done by
canae from Kiski Creek.' However, in early
1919, winter transport got a boost when

' Th Pas Horsfd, 23 Octaober 1974, b 1.

¥ Tha Pag Harald and Mining News_ 23 April 1915, p_ 1.
Tbid., 26 Fabruary 1915, p. 1.

* Christianson, "History of Wabowden.”

* Ibidt.
" Ibid.
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Aerial View of Mile 136
jcourtesy Mational Archives of Canada, Pa 40B857)

the first horse-drawn freight toboggans left
far Nelson House driven by Joseph Tait
and Felix McKay.” By 1920, this system
of freight traffic had become so popular
that a nurmnber of new trails were cleared to
accommodate two-horse teams.”

Trader Arthur Mercer of Cross Lake
was among the first 1o recognize the
significance of the site for the transport of
supplies and furs, He travelled out to Mile
137 in February 1915 and headed south
via rail to The Pas with “over four hundred



prime mink and two hundred red and cross
fox." The Pas Herald was quick to see the
implications.

Cross Lake north of Norway House opened
trading negotiations with The Fas when A.
Mercer arrived here with a load of fur, which
in firmes past he has
taken to Winmpeg.
According  to  Mr,
Mercer the Hudson
Bay rawlway has
made i possible for §
Cross fake fraders -
fo get in easy touch
with markets via The
Pas, and fhis fown
will henceforth serve
the needs of ihe
outlying districts both as a market and base
of suppfies. A saving of 500 miles is made
to Cross lake traders by coming lo The Pas
and other posts will benefit proportionatly.”

By the following winter, the trappers at
Setting Lake had certainly recognized the
benefits of the railway. In December 1915,
the Setting Lake “indian free traders” and
trappers went intoc The Pas with “large
bundles of raw furs which they sold to the
Armstrang trading company.”" W. F. Rose,
identiied as a trapper from Setting Lake,
sold his furs at The Pas in March 19186,
and Pat Lamant, a "free trader near Setting

" The Pz Herald and Mining Ne'ws, S Febraary 1915 p. 1

Dog Train
resoresy Carl gnd Eva Oram)

lake,” took furs to The Pas in February and
April 1916° These furs and other goods
were carried on the Muskeg, although
not always on time. [n February 1915, for
instance, the Muskeg "went dead at Mile
137 and limped in
[t The Pas] behind
an extra Sunday
marring [train] after
three days of a tie
up.”” This disrupted
its regular schadule,
which greatly incon-
venienced Cross
Lake people "who expected supplies up
from The Fas and were gaing to bring
them in by dag train from the track.™

The Hudson's Bay Company, which had
long dominated the fur trade in the north,
also acknowledged the value ofthe railway.
Prior to its construction, most goods were
transported to and from northern posts like
Nelson House and Cross Lake via Norway
House and Lake Winnipeg. This changed,
however, after the rail line reached Mile
137. According to A. Basselt's report for
the District of Keewatin on 20 August
1915,

*Hnd., 17 Decembar 1815, po +. Thea reference to “Indian ree raders” 15 unclear, but grobably means 1hase aboriginal wrappers who
leaed 1air fuis wakh The bayer whio could offer them the best prices ather than sefhng them excluswely 1o the HBC as in earlier

rmies

' The Pas Heraid and Mining News_ 10 March 1916 0 4 13 February 1976, 0 4.7 April 1916 p 3

Uld 268 Fobroary 1915 pl 4.

g p
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The opsrafion of Mudson's fsic] Bay Rarway
will affect the ifransport of onfy Nefson
House and Split Lake, and next year, any
goods for these posts wiff be shipped via
The Pas to the most convenient siding for
transferring ta the posts {in the vicinily of
Manitou Rapids).”

Cross Lake was not immediately affected.
In spite of Mercer's example, it took
longer for the HBC to make changes in its
transpont system there, perhaps because
of the longstanding connection between
Cross Lake and Norway House. However,
economy eventually brought matters to
a head. The district manager’s repord,
probably written in January 1818, stated
that

At Cross Lake, it has been arranged to
send ouf the furs i winler viz Mile 137,
Hudson's [sic] Bay Railway, and The Pas,
as this enfails oy a fwo day frip witfr dog
teamn, instead of the fong fen day tip via
Norway House and Lake Winnipeg. By
using this route, the furs can be sent out at
fess than halff the cost by the other route.
The same roule will alsn be used for the
MNefson House furs.”

Nevertheless, freight for Cross Lake
continued to be fransported from Winnipeg
to West Selkirk by rail, and frem there to
Morway House via Lake Winnipeg on the

steamer Wolverine, which was owned
by the Northern Fish Company. Cnce at
Norway House, the goods were unloaded
and transported by local tippers, either
by canoe or York boat to Cross Lake." By
1820, this too had changed. Not only were
the furs going out via Mile 137 to The Pas,
but winter freight was coming infe Cross
Lake by the same route.”

The HBC at Mile 137

It is not certain just when the Hudson's Bay
Company established a base at Mile 137,
According to a local report, by 1918 all the
Hudson's Bay Company's freighfing for the
area was done from here." There was no
HBC post in town, but according to a local
source, the Company kept twe large tents
full of supplies there. In the summer of
1918, a forest fire swept through the area,
destroying the supply tents and chasing
the town’s residents to the safety of the
islands in Bowden Lake. The loss of these
supplies could have been disasirous to the
outlying towns that depended on them,
but fortunately Dick Davidson's store had
been saved. The freight canoes continued
to operate, carrying emergency supplies

T HECA. A.74/44, fo. T1, Annual Repors Erom Disticl Qfficers, (utfit 1914, Keewatn, 31 May 1944.31 May 1915,

Y HBEGA, AT4MY, fo. 55, Avnual Repors Trorm District Ofcers, Ouiit 19417, Keewatin, 1 June 1917-31 May 1918, Ths report was
eyrdanily dalayed by a change in managemaent thal occurred at this lime in thg Company.

" HBCA., &. 7468, fo. 55 Annoal Repodts from Dustnecl Officers, Quitil 19148, Keewatin, 1 Junc 1918.31 May 1915,

'* HBC A A.74:49, fo. 43, Annual Reparts frem Oistnel Macers, Outlit 19149, Keewatn, 1 June 1810-31 May 1920,

'** The HBC had stared to fresght into Melson House and Split Lake from Mile 137 in 1316
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from Davidson's until the HBC could get
their tents restocked.”

It is odd that this story, considering
its  dramatic components, cannot be
confirmed in The Pas newspaper, which
often contained accounts of fires along the
railway, especially those causing damage
ta property.” The fire
is dlso unmentioned
in the HBC reports
of the day."’ Never-
theless, it contains
plausible elements.
Certainly, the
HBC was making
changes in ifs
transpornt systemn
at this time, and it
makes sense that it
would have had some Kind of temporary
starage systam in place at Mile 137 prior
to establishing a moare parmanent base.
Also, Dick Davidson had a store there.
According to oldtimers, he established
his store in 1917, and they rememberead
that basic necessities, like traps, flour,

e

SR I |

" Christianson, "Hisiany of Wabowden.”

Dick Davidson sorting Wolf Pelts in front
of Wabowden store, 1919
{courtesy Carl and Eva Dram} Pas "on

sugar, tea, and blankets could be bought
there, as well as luxuries such as sewing
machines.”

Lamont and Davidson

There was no mention in The Pas Herald
and Mining News of Dick Davidson or his
store in 1917, but as early as 1916 the

newspaper made
reference ta Pat
Lamont, who was

described as “a free
trader at Setting
Lake.”” Lamont was
there
in  February 1817,
but by the fall of
191E he was at The

leave of

still  trading

absence” to setile
"his business affairs” before returning to
"military duties."” Whether that settlement
involved Davidson is not recorded, but by
January 1918 Lamont had been released
from service in the army and was back at
Mile 137, apparently in partnership with

Oavidson. Later that year, the Hudsgn's

" Far examples, see The Pax Hersfo aod Mimeg Sews, d June 815 po 1 21 Juby 1916 po 12 4 Augusl 1916, p 3. and 27 Jure 1915,

p1

" Meitner of the disinct reports for 1917 and 1918 made mention of any laze of propery al Mila 137, See PAR HBCA, A 74047 and
A T4M4. The repar for 1319 cantained the {31 reference o goods beng transpored (o Mile 137, Sco PAM. HBCA, A 74735, {0,
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= Ghristianson. "History of Wabowdean.”

i The Pax Heratd and Mining Mews 18 Fehlimuary 1916 o §: 7 Aprl 1905, p 3

kg 2 Febisary 1917, p B The Pas Rerald, 27 Saptember 1918, p. 5.
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Bay Company described "Davidson and
Lament” as their "competitors™* They were
not the only opposition to the HBC at Mile
137. Tom Riddoch of Great West Stores
also had a store there, established "at the
Point” in 1819, according to local sources.™
Maore details on these enterprises were
provided in & newspaper report the
following year.

Mile 137 is fhe next station on the fine,
noted for 150 years as the winler portage
between Cross fake and Nelson House. A
shornt distance away is the annual meeting
place of the Indians fram both areas. As fur
rading is the very hife of the setflements
afong the railway, Mife 137 marks the
beginning of a seres of posts clear to
Port Nefson. Here Lamonf & Davidson are
establfizshed with a posl at Nelfson House,
and trippers in their ermploy to seak out the
fur frappers in ouf-of-he-way placas and
exchange merchandise for their furs. The
Greal Wast Sioras have their headquarters
frere. it is the fargest free-frading concern in
the north fhe creafion of Torm Riddoch, and
a successfuf enferprise. Here he maintains
a slopping-place as well, where Mrs. John
Carter provides food for all”™

The Role of the Local Newspaper

The newspaper played a vital role in

O PAM.HBCA, A T445, fo, 8.

keeping people informed about local
events and issues. Were it not for the The
Pas Herald and Mining News, we would
not know that "Fred Fitter,” a veteran who
had shattered his knee “at the front,” was
recuperating at Mile 137 in 1817, or that
he iater travelled to Winnipeg to work for
the CNR.® The newspaper also reported
that Dan McDonald and his wife were at
Mile 137 in 1919 and 1920, as he was
still fishing in the neighbourhood.” There
was &lso a man named James Bryan
nearby at about the same time. Although
his occupation was not given, Bryan was
highlighted in The Pas Herald and Mining
NMews for having paid his newspaper

subscription after two years in arrears.
He s&id his conscience had been troubfing
him a good deal abowt this account, and he
had a hard sfruggle between it and getting

Mrs. Bryan a new bonnet so thal she coutd
come to The Pas™

This light-hearted commentary on Bryan’'s
conscience was an indirect reminder to
others with unpaid subscriptions that they
needed to “shape up.” Efforts at social
control, however, could be much more
pointed, as one man discovered when

# Chrigliansan, "History of Wabowdan.” Tha Poaint was an BEawden Lake. Riddoeth also had stores at Mile 185 and 214.

“* The Pas Horald snd Minng Mews, 22 Qctober 1920, p 1.

M lpid., 3 Argust 1917, p 4, and 24 January 1919, p. 3 The term “al the fronl” iz i reference to the front inas of the conflied in Eutapa
during Word war |. “Fifler” may have moved 6rs irom Bile 137 to The Fas, perhaps for medical allenfion, prias 10 gamg 10 Winnipeg
for work Cedtainly his wife and child seemed o be living al The Pas, when they bt in January 1515 to jon hirin the city.

lad., 18 Apnl 1318, £ 1, and 13 Dolober 1820, E 1.

% |nid,, 9 January 1920 p. 3.
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he found himself exposed in the "Local
NEWSI“
We are asked to roast Denris Ryan for
getting drunk and beating his wife up and
driving her ouf irr the ot surt. This we have
refused to do. and if Mrs. Ryan is unable fo

waflog that waler rat surely to goodness a
newspaper roast wil have no effect at ait.”

In fact, the newspaper could have
considerable effect in an age where there
was limited recognition of and even fewer
protections for paople subject to spousal
abuse. Ofen public disapproval was the
only means of checking bad behaviour,
and the newspaper in such instances
provided a service o the community by

calling a spade a spade,

The Pas Herald and Mining MNews also
kept the people informed on more general
matters of local and regional interest. One
contemporary issue was income tax, which
had just been imposed by the federal
government, temporary
measure. In April 1920, the paper included
the following crisp reminder:

initially as a

fncome taxes are payable before the end of
this manth. or the governmant will charge
28% interest, Forms may be obtained from
the poskmaster. Farmers and ranchers are
exermpt from this taxaltion. A peopfe are
subject fo s tax, mafe and female who

earmed or received amounts above 51,000
during 1918 Any atternpt to evade making
a return is sutyect fo cowrt trial and upon
cohviction to a fine of $100,7

Taxation might have been a concern far
some, but prohibitton affected everybody.
I the fall of 1920, the results of a national
vote on prohibition were printed locally.
Aithough the three prairie provinces
voted “dry,” Northern Manitoba was
overwhelmingly "wet.” At Mile 137, the tally
was 6-2, while at Grand Rapids it was even
higher at 38-0, indicating that "the stout
gents’ of that community seemed "to want
a drink." " The editor of the paper mada no
pretence about where he stood.

This resuft was expected by those on
both sides in fouwch with the situation.
Arnything  smaltering  of  rastrictive
measures upon e anciemt and fong
barne rights of the individual will certainly
be given a knockdown in this north. It is
the lemperamernt of the pioneers who live
frtere. They want freedom. free exercise of
a cholce to do right or wrong, and the Lord
felp those who succeed in wresting it from
fhem. ™

Whether or not the provincial vote “dried
up” the enthusiasm of northerners fs hard
to say, but perhaps they were too busy o
care. In the summer of 1920, forty men,
mainly “Indians,” were working in three

< lbid . 0 Septembar 1920, g 3 However “Denis Ryan,” & comman Irish name. may weil have baen a pseudonym,

“lbed., & April 1920 p 4.
Ula. E8 Octaber 1920, p 2.

.
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survey parties along the Hudson Bay
Railway.” Another hundred men were
employed re-laying 138,560 ties on the
rairoad between The Pas and Mile 218
and repairing the trestle at Cormaorant
Lake.” This was encouraging news for
the people along the line, as practically
nothing had been done in 1919." It was
particularly important as a cheap means
of transport to the free traders, who were
by this time under considerable pressure
from the Hudson's Bay Company. is
aggressive tactics had been reported in
The Pas Herald and Mining MNews in the
fall of 1919,

The Hudson [sic] Bay comparny is on the traif
of free Iraders and fur buyers throughout
Northern Manitoba, and if is after them in
a compelifive way. by honsting the price of
furs o the skies. Free traders are coming
imto The Pas angered and empty handed.
The old company has been lefling things
go along loosely dursng the war, and
recenfly it awakened with a roar and sent
out its fasfest dog runners to all posts, with
the word to get the furs anyway.”

Fur Traders at Mife 137
and Eisewhere

The traders had become numercus by
1820. At Mile 137, the aforementioned
Dick Davidson, Pat Lamont, and Tom
Riddoch held sway. At Mile 185 {Thicket
Fortage), Jack Thomas of Great West
Stores, George Cowan, Percy Taylor, and
Alec and Giddy [Gidecn] Halerow provided
a lively competition with each other and the
HBC. Percy Carter was the representative
for Great West Stores at Mile 214
{Pikwitonei), and his local competitors
were A. E. May, who also acted as
“magistrate, train agent and postmaster,”
and Bob Long, who traded in addition to
maintaining a stopping place for travellers.
Carl Laubman was the only trader at Mile
239 {Manitou Falls), C. Hawkins had a
frading post at Mile 279 {Landing River),
and Luke Clemons maintained his post at
Mile 341 (Kettle Rapids).”

All of these men were colourful characters.
Carl Laubman was described as "a
powerful-built chap, and his great physique

*hid., 21 May 1920, 0. 1, The geing wage was a dallar a day with fody cents an oo ovedtime. Previously, the railway had relied gn
fareign labour, hud this was now largaly ynavarlabla, becansa of imangration restrictiens after Word War | Among “enemy aliens”
excluded allagathar wene the Ukrainians, whe had proviously provided so much babour fior railway construcimn. Consagquently,
railroad oficialzs tumed to he local Indians, who were willing because of 3 poor spring muskrat hunl and equally peor lur prices. The
Fas Hortd and Mining Mews, 11 Junc 1920, p. 4, and 18 June 1920, p. 1; Gerald Friesen, The Camaadian Fraiios! A Mistory (Torento:

Universily of Teronto Press, 1584), 247,

M T Pas Herald and Aining fews, 4 June 1920, p. 1.

*Early reports in 1919 spgoested that the job of bpgrading the readbed and laying sleel inlo Port Melion woold be comploted that wear,
tut by April it became evident that the CHR had abandoned thel idea perhaps permanently, or 54 Lha newspaper speculated. See
The Pss Heratd and Minimg Mews. 25 March 1819, p. 1, and 11 &pril 191%, . 2.

*thid.. 11 Mevermnber 19149, p. 1.

* |kid., 22 Octobar 1920, p. 1.
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iz tempered with a uniform good nature
and a fine hospitality. His idea of hospitality
is t0 cook up six ducks, three chickens and

slathers of moose meat for three men to

lunch upon. He trades
with the Indians, and
his business is large

»

and profitable ™"
Luke Clemons of "the
Kettle” was

The foundation and life
of the place, a narthearn
monarch whose stight-
est gosfure is cnough
fo brmg 0 & Moase
or & speckied troul
He rides with dignity
and kindness, and
his tading-post s
known {o the bay. He
handles  freighl and
mail for Porl Nefson,
York Faclory and bay
posfs, and to see his
men shool the rapids
foaded fo fhe cance
gunwale, is one of the
sights  worth  seeftg.
He has quarters for
travelfers, where,
if vou wear a white

colfar, you'lf get 2 white sheet on your bed.
He hasg everyihing to make a home, and he

makes it

* 1t

Uncertain Years, 1920-71922

Whether others were able to "'make a
home" depended in large measure an

the uncertain future of the railrgad, on

Luks Clernons {1876-1977)
[courtesy Ed Carler)

which there had been
no major new work
since the end of 1917.
However, the project
was given a hoost
in the summer of
1920, when a sanate
report concluded
that the railway was
both “feasible and
profitable.”" This
change of attitude
came largely because
of concerted lobbiying
from the west and
led the government
to confirm  in July
the grants allocated
for the road repairs
already  promised”
Although most  of

the roadblocks to the completion of the
railwvay now appeared to be removed,

there was still the thorny issue of the

~ Inid. For a delaled miography of Luke Clemons, see The Fas Herald and Mineg News, 30 Janudry 1825, p. 1, Legend has it Lhat
Luke was a nephiew of Mark Twain. dut no evdence bas beea found as et to suppart s claen. Pecsonsl commanicalion will
Edward H. Carter, & Apnl 2002 Ed Carter i persorally acguainted wih members of the Clemons family aod has done eadensie
search on IneT odgins Raised at Pikwitonen untl e wos sedeen, Carer 1 a nephew of John and Percy Carter wha opesated Tom

Rrddoch's Great West Store there m lhe 19205,

= The Pas Heralt and Miong Neves, 18 June 1820, p. 1.

SRk, A0 ARGl 1920, 6o 1. and 3 July TIREL p. 1.

&1



northern terminal. The senate repont had
recommendad Churchill, rather than Port
Nelson, a matter that would take additional
study, and more delays, before it could be
resolved.

In the meantime, life went on. The year
1820 was the two hundred and fiftieth
annivergsary of
the founding of

the Hudson's Bay |
Company, an event
noticeable even in [
a remote place like |
Mile 137. It was here |
in Aprit that “four }

to Montreal in August to attend the fur sales
there.” According to The Pas Herald and
Mining News, the fall fur sale at Montreal
in late September would “enable fur men
and trappers to get a line on the prices
that will prevail up to Xmas." The paper
predicted that fur would be "in demand at
good prices, but not
anywhere near as
high as last winter."*

Indian chiefs from
Cross lake, Oxford
House and Norway
House” hoarded the
Muskeg on the first

leg of their frip to Winnipeq to take part in

Hudson's Bay Company’s 250" Anniversary
(courtesy Carl and Eva Oram)
Back {t fo r) C. Gordon, H.B,C. manager wilth three of his
children; William, Lily, and Wallar: Cathenne (Bsardy)
Mchar, T. Mallett, Fred Beehe {married Mary Garrick).
Fromt {T1o r) A.B. (Athart) Mohvor, H. Fraser, T Garick

Thicket Portage,

Men like George
Cowan and Tom
Riddoch no  doubt
hoped for  those
prices, as they
faced unexpected

expenses. While
Lamont was away
in Montreal, a fire

swaept through

destroying one of

the celebrations.” Pat Lamont also made
use of the train to take "several bales
of furs” down to The Pas in July 1820.
According to the newspaper account, “This
same quantity would fetch around $50,000
folulr months ago,” an allusion no doubt to
the drop in prices that had occurred in that
time." Perhaps it was the search for better
returns that prompted Lamont to travel east

2 1bid . 30 Aprit 1920, g 1.

Cowan's warehouses, Riddoch's store,
the water tank, Eastern Fish Company's
warehouse, and several shacks® Fires
were also reported at Nelson House,
Split Lake, Sturgeon lLake
Athapapuskow, and Moose Lake, but none
did the damage that occurred at Mile 185,
Meverthelass, by October all was back in
order, with Riddoch’s post “now rebuilt and

Landing,

ibid., P July 1920, p. 4. Prices, of course, varied actording Lo supply and derrand.

M lord., 20 August 1920 p 4
5 Ihid,, 27 Augost 1920, p. 1.

¥ ibid., 3 September 1920, p. 3.
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Mr. Cowan with Group of Trappers at Thicket Portage, n.da.
(couresy Ed Caner)
ft eft fo right] A Cowan, wnknown. Ad Wean Jack Carter {young Gagl, beknown,
dagk Grimstey Wilvam Bl Tronl. Harald Andersan? and (nkinowr.

flourishing as evar™"

Optirmism could have been the watchword
of these sturdy northern folk. Certainly a
positive attitude was required to establish
a business along the Hudson Bay Railway
considering the instability of the times.
In early 1922, people were complaining
again about the dreadful condition of
the line between The Pas and Mie 214
(Pikwitonegi}, and by the end of the year,
thase complaints became louder and more
msistent as the CNR actually began to tear
up the track north of Mile 214 " Deterrminad
lobbying on the part of The Pas Board of
Trade and Western politicians turned the
tide, and by January 1923, the dismantling

Ubad.. 22 Oeleber 1920, p. 1

had ended. Then, in April, the federal
government "again voted in favor of
completing the Hudson Bay Railway.""

Commercial Development
at Mile 137 in the Early 1520s

It tock stubborn resilience to repeatedly
face Eastern Canadian interests opposed
to the Hudson Bay route, and the same
quality kept people committed fo the
mining claims, traplines, and businesses
along the already completed railway. Even
a little restaurant represented enormous
challenges for its owners. According to
local sources, the first restaurant at Mile
137 was established by Mr. [Jon] Gislason
and his daughters in 1919, Three years

abid. 24 March 1522 001, and 22 Oecember 1922, p. 4. Evidendly the CMR bosses thought e ranlroad was 8 dead ssue and that

e wack nasth of Mile 214 could be 3aken up for use elsewherns

k., 12 Jaswmary 1923 p 1L and B Aprl 1523, 2

~' Thiz informalion canaat he confirred frem nowspaper reports. but Jon's son, Gilly Gislason, was menloned o a st of passengers an
the kieskeg in tdarch 1922 and another son, fohn Gislassen Jrool Mile 157 hilthe naws in Seplember 1524 when Ne accidentally shok
his Brather--law, YiReim Lesopoy, while hunting. See The Pax Herald and Moing SNews. 5 March 1922 p 3. and 26 Beplembaor
1624, . 1. Accordaing to othes sources. Jom Gislasan baoght 8 house a1 Wabowden in abowl 1920 and converlad it into a boarding
house. whicn nis family then operated far Tve yeais, “John Giglason - Jack-O1-All Trades.” The Seikik Endergnge. @ Apnl 1269, o
&: personal communicatan by B Stimie-Beaumont with Bryan Barnell great-grandsen of Jon Gislason. Desember 2002
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later, Bert Hubble and his family arrived
and also established a restaurant that
they managed for a number of years.” It
took courage to establish an enterprise of
this nature in so isclated a spot, especially
when it faced opposition, and there was
plenty of that in the 1920s, nof just for
them, but for their neighbours as well”
Lamont and Davidson, who had their
headquarters at Mile 137, faced increasing
pressure at this particular time from the
Hudson's Bay Company.

After World War |, the HBC stepped up its
efforts to drive rival traders out of husiness.
By raising the prices they paid for furs,
HBC traders torced the opposition to either
increase its prices or forego obtaining
the availabie furs, a tactic that defeated
the firm of Lamson and Hubbard at Little
Grand Rapids, Deer Lake, and Berens
River.” At Mile 137, the HBC faced Tom
Riddoch's Great West Stores as well as
the firm of Lamont and Davidson, each of
which sent out trippers by deg team 1o the
Indian camps where they traded goods and
cash for the fur as it was caught. Initizlly,
HBC strataegy was 16 do the same from its

¥ The Fas Herald and Mining flews, 16 June 1922, p. 3.

already established posts at Cross Lake,
Nelson House, and Split Lake.”™ However,
recognizing that "Messrs. Lamont and
Davidson and the Great West Stores”
were the “most active firms” it had to deal
with, the Company decided to adopt a
more aggressive policy toward them, and
one of its first acts was to purchase Tom
Riddoch's Great West Store at Mile 137

The acquisition of Riddoch's store in the
fall of 1922 gave the HBC a base on the
railroad, although the store and dwelling
were in tos pocr a condition to merit any
additional expenditure to repair them. As
District Manager J. Barlleman observed,
"until something more definite is known
as to what is likely to take place on this
Railway, it perhaps might be just as well to
put up with the present poor Buildings.™™
Located next to the railway on a point that
jutted out into nearby Bowden Lake, and
managed for its first five years by James
Murray Cran, the post did business with
railway employees, prospectors, trappers,
and townspeople, it eventually handled
all mail, freight, and fur shipments to and
from Cross Lake, Norway House, Oxford

* Dither real or potential ebslacles to business stability included the cost af ranzportaten, 1he uncartain fulure of the rarroad, the ops
and ¢xwns of Iha v pping econpmy, and the specylative nature of mining venlures.

* PAM, HBCA. A 74150, fo. 89, Annual Reports freun Dislrect Managers, Keewatin, 1320,

“ pPap, HECA A 74049 fo 63,

* PAM, HBCA, A 74151, fo 93 and 87, Annual Reparts from Disrict Managers. Keewatin. 1921, According lo an HBC A source, the post
was established on Bowden Lake in 1922, HBCA, VWabiwten Past Hisiony.

* PAM. HBCA, A T4/53, o, 183, Annual Repens from District Managers | Keawatin, 1923
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House, God's Lake, MNelson House, and
lsland Lake.”

The presence of an HBC post had no
immediate effect on Riddoch’s other stores
at Thicket Portage and Pikwitonei, and
Lamont and Davidson showed no sign
of pulling up stakes in the face of HBC
oppasition. In fact, they built a new store
at Mile 137 the following year, most of its
fixtures purchased from Booth Fisheries in
The Pas.” And, as the paper pointed out in
November 1923, they ran neck and neck
with the HBC in providing quality goods far
their customers.
The Pas Canos Company are sending 25
tobogoans narth by nexf Wednesday's train.
These toboggans, made of hickary, mapie
and oak, were mada in the companys
workshop here, and have been bought by

Lamont & Davidson and the Hudson's Bay
Company.”

Some idea of the ocation of Lamont and
Davidson's new store can be gleaned from
an item in The Pas Herald and Mining
Mewsin 1924,

Al the tast meeting of the Town Councif
of Selling Lake it was decided 1o make a
public tennis court, and this is now on ifs
way lo completion. The old court. close
o the Hudson Bay store, has beoen {aken
ovar by Mr. Cran. The hew court is situafed
on the main street between the Hudson's

f fl.‘;;’ N Ji:!’.tq_u :-JL-'- . Eﬁﬂw .,J?';.I-J Fﬁ'j:‘

Davidson & Lamont's Trading Post
at Mile 137, 1522
{courtesy Mational Archives of Canada, PA-15203)

Bav store and Lamont & Davidson's. The
imperal Café. owped by Mrs. Hubhble, is
just across the street”’

Setting Lake was, of course, another name
for Mile 137. The main "street” was no more
than a path lying paratllel to the railway line
between the tracks and Bowden Lake, and
the stores were on the river side of that
path. Mrs. Hubble's Imperial Cafe was
somewhere between the two sicres, bt on
the opposite side of the "street”, evidently
next to the tracks for easy access to the
train passengers. Lamont and Davidson's
new store made the HBC buildings appear
shabby indeed, but this changed during
the summer of 1925, After the old HBC
store and warehouses burned down in
March, the Company constructed new
buildings on the same spot, including a

~' 5.0 G Cummirgs. “H B2 Posis, Koewalin Distnct. Mo, B Setting Lake Posl,” The Besver [December 19271121

~ The Fas Herald ard Mining Mews, 14 September 1923, a0 4. Aconrding ta lonal sources, incheding Christianson "History of
Wabiorwden,” 1 wis fcombined general gracery, and hardwarta store. 1 was porehased n the mod- 19608 by Jack Staphensan, laler
by Lo-fack BEnerprnses, then by Jean and Allan Janazscn, who renarmed if Lakeside Groceroria.

~ The Pas Heraid and Minieg Mews, 3 November 1323 p d

Yoltnd., 13 June 1824, @4,
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Mile 127 H.B. Ry. Hudson's Bay Co. Post, 1922
(counesy National Archives of Canada, PA019204)

warehouse, a bunkhouse, and a two-story
structure that combined a store with living
quarters”

Social Life at Mile 137

It was not all business at Mile 137 {Setting
Lake)} in the 1920s. In November 1822 =
wedding reception was held at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Campbell, who
had been married in Winnipeg earlier in
the manth.™

Mr. R. Davidson (Reeve) helped to receive
the guests who were very numerous. Al
wishied the newly married couple the very
hest of fuck, and the good wishes were
responded 10 in a very lasteful manner.
It was rather regrefiable that owr worthy
game guardian was unable fo be present

hut i was aftributed by soms o fealousy.
However, George [Ferguson]is understood
to say that fis time wilf yef come ™

Whether "his time” ever came is unknown,
but it was not the anly instance that
Ferguson failed to show up. According to
the newspaper, he was at Setling Lake
in the spring of 1923 “to organize the
Canoe Club for the summer” {with Mr.
Davidson as president). However, a week
later, the same paper reported that “the
rearganizing of the Cance Club at Setting
Lake had been deputed to Mr. F. Campbell,
owing to the unavoidable absence of Mr.
Ferguson."™ Evidently, his duties as game
guardian made Ferguson’'s whereabouts
as unpredictable as the poachers he
sought to catch.”

Dick Davidson, the “mayor” of Mile 137,
formally opened the Canoe Club on May
24." Its itinerary included a surnmer tour
of Nelson House and a regatta there on
August 2 during treaty days. “Evinrude
motors” were “strictly barred,” but this was
not expected to dampen the enthusiasm of

* The fire pooumred 11 March 1925, PAK, HBCA, A T45, Annual Reports from Gistrict Managers, Kecwalin, 1924, Accordimg o
Eiuifilar, "Wabdwdan,” the fire was caused by a furnace axplosion The new bunkhouse and warehouse were each nine by six matres
ifl Siza, tha main stom was fwelve by seven metras, and 1he lean-to kilchen and dining repm at the back of the main building ten by
four metres. PAM, HBCA, G715, fo. 207, HBC Canada Fur Trade Past Plans, Setting Lake, 1924-1925, mf. 1732, According bo
Chrslianson, "Hislory of Wabowden,” when W. H. Hutton was manager in 1928, the siwe was moved Trom Lol 8 about two and a
hall km south (e Lot 14 the present site of Dhwyer's store, See a 1926 photo of the new siore on Bowden Lake, page 80.

% The Fas Horai and Mining Wews, 2 Mavember 1922, p. 1. Frank had mamried 1he Widgw Perny of Setting Lake,

&+ lhid,, 17 November 1922, p. 1.

™ tmgd, 27 Aprel 1923, p. 1, and & May 1923, p. 1.

™ The gane guardian was respahsibla for enforting the laws related to hunting and fishing.

¥ The Pas Hereld and Mining Mews, 1 Jure 1923, p_ 1. It is uncerain whether Dick, Davidson was an elocted mayor, of whether il was
an inlormal ditle given to him by his neighbours. However, the referance below o the Chrigimas party at the heme of the “deputy

maya:r” suggesls 1he passitility al least that efections were held,
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the "large number of entries” anticipated.”
For those uninterested in racing in the
regatta, there was always the Tennis Club,
which planned to begin the season by
"holding a dance,™

& good meal and a dance always brought
people together. One such event ocourred
on 25 December 1923.

A dance and supper was held an Christmas
nigit in the home of the deputy mayor, About
fifly couples took par, Everyone declared ff
was the finest affair thal had baen here for
marny years. Fortunalely it was a moonfight
night, so everybody was able to see their
way home. Mr. Stewart, the postmaster,
gave a wonderful exhibition of a Scotch
award damnce, dressed in the Stewar!
tartan, whife Mr, Fraser was in his element
it {oss the caber. Mr. Davidson rendered a
couple of songs during the evening in his
usual style which were loudly encored ”

Mr. Davidson was often the centre
of attention. At the dinner held at the
beginning of November 1o close the
season for the Canoe Club,

Fresident R. Dawvidson paid a warm iribufe
fo the exceflent way the cfub was carrfed
on this segson, and afso referred to fhe
great energy displayed by Vice-Presidemt
G. Ferguson. After the fnancial report
was read by fhe Secrelary, it was fourmd

the ciub was entirely free from debt, and
great hopes are emtertained for next year's
spor.”
Agricuftural Possibilities
Investigated

Indeed, there were great hopes for the
economy as well, Mile 137 was already
a transportation centre with conneclions
to Nelson House, Cross Lake, and places
further afield, like Oxford House and
God's Lake. Business was especially
active during the winter months when
horse-drawn sleighs  carried goods to
gach of these places from the rail terminal
at Mile 137. This, of course, increased
expenses because the accelerated use
of horses during the cold months meant
an added need for fodder, a necessity
that encouraged speculation about the
agricultural possibilities of the region.” This
was not surprising because Mile 137 was
located in a clay belt, which in the view of
geologist J. B. Tyrrell was as "fine a land”
as could be seen "anywhere in Manitoba.”
It covered an area of perhaps 26 000
square km or more, stretching from about
96 krm north of The Pas along the Hudson
Bay Railway for a distance of from 240 to

O e Pas Harald and Minmng Menws, 4 May 1925, p. 1 18 May 1523 5. 1, 1 June 1523, po 1

“pid 4 May 1323 o1,
Sitad |, A Janeary 1994, 001

“lpid | 23 Movember 1923.p 1.

" Horues were nal the anly dameslc animals at Mile 127, Mr. Sutherland winlared lurkeys and geese Tnerein 19221823 and freighier
A H. Jefines brougil m g ‘carlaad of cattle” in 1924, See The Pas Herald aod Mo News, 27 Apnil 1323, p. 1 and 30 Bay 1924,
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320 km. According to Tyrrell, it "resembled
the land around Dauphin, and was rich and
fertile, in every way suitable for agricultural
growth of grains of all kinds.""

The "Diamond Queen” would have
agreed. The proof was her fine garden
of vegetables and mushrooms at Mile 82,
where she and Gilbert Lacroix maintained
a stopping place for the Herb Lake mining
camp.” Even more impressive was the
field of cats Lacroix planted in 1920 to
feed his horses. It yielded sixty bushels
to the acre.™ In 1925, a2 wheat sample
"over three {eet high, well headed gut and
fully ripe” and “"good samples of cats and
timothy hay” were taken in to The Pas
from Pikwitonei (Mile 214)." That same
year the exparimental farm at Brandon had
agricultural plots at Miles 137 and 182 on
the Hudson Bay rail line.” George Cowan
was in charge of the one at Mile 182,
where the wheat was planted on May 23
and was “about 3 feet high, well headed,
and nearly ready for cufting” in September.
There were also plots of cats and alfalfa.

Sophia Ryan, "Diamond Queean”
(courtesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 23 18.66a)

He and his wife, whose flower garden was
“splendid,” also had "the honor of growing
the first [crab] apple north of 54.°7 At Mile
137, Dick Davidson was in charge of the
plot. According to & passer-by in October
1925, “Wheat and cats were fully ripened
and looked good.” He also noted that
‘Potatoes and garden truck” were also
grown “in abundance by a number of
setters.”™

i, 21 Movember 1919, p. 1. In spite of Tymal's enthursiasm, agrculiune never doveloped o any degraa inhis notham clay bel.

1 kid., #2 October 1920, p. 1. The “Diamend Qusen™ was 3 ngthem “characler,” who never turned away a hungry traveller, Bul
"Heawen help anyane who anneyed har, she could really pranpuncs thair pedigree in ng yneerain (grmes.” 00 the ether hand, she
was very refined in conversatian. Little was known abao! har, Bul stenes aboundad. She was said o have been a muoie hall artist
named Sgphie Mae, who had once been a close associate of a mining magnate in Sowth Afrca. In anothar stary, she was on a day
tng to The Pas, when she allegedly found hersell seated beside a “ciercal gentfeman,” with whom she was afready acquainted.
Oluring their conyversation. she was said 1o have gquipped. “No doubt you have heard many tales about me, and seme may be true, |
had two sa-called fzults, but do nal wormy, oid age has regghed pne and prohibition the other, ™ Bickle. 1893

M The Pas Herslg and Mining News, 22 Octobor 1920, p. 1.
" [bid., 14 Augus! 1925, p 4.

#id., 11 Septambar 1525, p. 1.

" Iid.

., 2 Oetober 1925 po 1
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The rationale behind these plots was
clarified in the minutes for the annual
meeting of the Agricullural Society in The
Pas. Apparently, when the Hon. W. R.
Motherwell, Minister of Agriculture, visited
the district, such plots
were recommended to
him in arder to dispel
the myth that “any
kind of
endeavor [in the north]

agricultural

was doomed to failure
before it ever was
started.”™

The Mimister decided
lo give the recom-
mendation a fair triaf
for three years and
issued instructions
accordingly. Should
these first trial stations
orove  successiil of
which fthis first year's
effort has abundantly
demanstrated, it was
further suggested that
& 40-acre experimemial
station fully eguipped
and made permanent,
be established at the
most satisfactory point known along the
Hudson Bay Rafway From this expen-
mental sialion each season, would be
distributed to our people various Kinds of
seeds dufy grown in northern Maritoba,
and therefore nalurally beller suited 1o our
soff and clirmate.”

ek, 18 Janwvary 1926, p 1.
Sl o 1-2.

= lhid p. 2.

Hon. William Richard Motherwell, n.d.
{courtesy Saskalchewan Archives Board, R-A733-1)

The project was under the direction of
J. Buff, Guild Supervisor of lllustration
Stations for the Dominion Gowvernment,
Department of Agriculture, at the Brandeon
Experimental Farm, and had been highly
successful in ifs first
yvear, YWheat, coarse
grains, grasses, and
vegetables were
grown in “a medium
silt clay loam with a
fairly large proportion
of fine sand” at both
Mile 137 and 182.
At Mile 185 the
designated plot had
previously grown
garden stuff, but at
Mile 137 it was on
bush land that had
just been cultivated
for the first time.
The minutes gave
a delailed account
concerning the  per-
formance of several
varieties of wheat, cats, and barley, and of
sweet clover, commaon red clover, brome
grass, and western rye grass. Green peas,
carrots, and two varieties of potato were
cited as yielding well, although the turnips
were a failure.” The Agriculiure Society
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eoncluded with much satisfaction that

This nolable achievement in  scientific
research may well be considered ane of
the outstanding everis in the fife of Canada
during the past year. If makes prachicabfo
the growing of wheal considerably farther
north than heretofore. So with all this
wonderful performance being practically
demonstrated atmost 200 miles north of
here, the people of The Pas commurnity will
readify reafize whaf nonsense # is when
they hear thoughifess ufterances mads
that things will nof grow profusely and
mature progerly north of the 537 parafiel
of tafitude.™

Agriculiure never developed to any
extent in the region, perhaps because
the Depression and World War |l turned
attention elsewhere. After the war, some
virgin land was opened to agriculture on
the northern periphery of the prairies, but
with fewer and fewer farmers throughout
the atready established agricultural areas,
as well as declining prices, thare was little
incentive 1o open up new areas in the

North.

Potatoes at Mile 137, 29 August 1924
(courtesy Provingial Archives of Maniloba, N12217)
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Chapter Five
The Hudson Bay Railway’s Completion,
1925-1929

1925: A Turning Point in the
Fortunes of the Railway

Aghmugh there was interast in the
gricultural potential of the North in
the early 1920s, there was a distinct lack
of interest in the completion of the Hudson
Bay Railway during that same time period,
at least in Ottawa. After some hopeful
signs eariy in 1923, work on the line was
reduced to a snail's pace. In fact, the
federal government moved so slowly that
there was little accomplished that year’
In 1924, it voted funds to repair the ling
to Kettle Rapids, but refused to commit
itself an the completion of the railway to
Port Nelson.” Nevertheless, two hundred
men were kept busy all summer laying
200,000 ties, so that by the fall the road
was in reasonably good repair well beyond
Mile 137." In fact, when Col. James and
Ch O, Hill made a trip to Fort Melson, they
reported that negative stories on the road
were a misrepresentation of the facts.

ft was & real railroad as far as Mile 239.
better than the average branch line and in

' The Pag Herald and Mimeg Mews, 17 August 1523, ¢, 2
-, 21 March 1224, 0.1, and 30 May 1924, p 1.

C k., B Acygust 1824 oo 1.

Tl 15 August 1924 0.1

Tlaid., 17 Cretobar 1884, @ 1.

some places as good as the main fine. with
bridges of a fine type. Both were surprised
at the country through which the road
runs. . They were much impressed with
the neal trim appearance of aff the stopping
flaces alohg the line. and especially af Mife
137, where {amont & Davidson have their
store. A new siding has recently been buift
to their pface, and the whole presems a very
prosperous and up-to-dafe appearance.”

In spite of this glowing account, when the
work for the summer was done, it was
astimated that there were still 300,000

additiornal ties needed to completely

rehabilitate the railway.” Yet, in 1925 only
about 100,000 were laid between The Pas
and Mile 239, or half the number of th

Lumbearing Operations assoclated with the
Construction of the HBR, near The Pas, 1924
(courtesy Mational Archives of Canada, PA1d7445)
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previous year.” Clearly, even rehabilitation
was not guaranteed.

MNevertheless, 1925 marked a change in the
fortunes of the railway. During the federal
election campaign in the fall of 1825, the
Conservatives under Arthur Meighen pro-
mised to complete
the line to Hudson
Bay. When the
votes were counted,
they had obtained
the most seals,
but not a majority;
consequently, the
Liberals, who bhad
been in power since
1921, were able
to retain power by
joining forces with the
Progressive Party in a
coalition government.
A scandal in the
Customs Department,
however, resulted in

in the Commons, In the ensuing electian,
the Liberals won the most seats, bul they
had to rely on the Progressives to form
the government. Since the Progressives,
iike the Conservatives, favoured raitway
completion, the Liberals were forced 1o
move in that direction,
too.

In the middle of
May 1928, The Pas
Herald and  Mining
News reported  that
‘the order is  ‘full
speed ahead’ and
no time will be lost in
getting down to real
work.”” In June, the
House of Commons
unanimously approv-
ed $3,000,000 for the
rehabilitation  work,
even though the
Minister of Railways
made it clear that

Arthur Melghen, n.d.
{courdesy Matianal Archives of Canada, PA-117662)

a temporary loss of
Progressive suppor,
and Mackenzie King, tha Libara! leader,
resigned rather than face a vote of censure
in the House of Commons. Instead of calling
an election, the Governor-General askad
the Conservatives to form a government in
the summer of 1828, but it was defeated

*Ipid . 23 Oclober 1925.p &
? lbid., 14 May 1926, p. 1.

® Ibid., 18 June 1926, p. 1.

62

the following year he
would be asking for
an addittonal “$3,153,000 to complete the
ling, and then more than $20,000.000 to
construct the harbor works and elevator.™
By ihe beginning of July, work was being
“rushed ahead with al! possible speed.”



Thare are fourteen outfits at work between
The Pas and Mile 256, and 2ix Irafns are
reguired o keep them going... Engineer
Melachian is sparing no effort to have the
work of rehabifitation campleted as far as
Kettle Rapids this fall”

By the middle of the month, the newspaper
was reporting that it appeared "the prgject
was no longer a political football” and that
"an honest effort was being made to put
the road through and give the roule a fair
trial™
There are now gver 600 men af work on the
fing and stx or seven lrains are kept busy.
Most of the work is going on between Mife
137 and 185, but gangs of men are spread

along the line from Mile 14 to Armstrang
Lake™

Mile 137 in Mid-Decade:
A Busy Place

By July it was evident that summer waork
on the railroad was being stepped up, but
many people remained sceptical about
the government's commitmert to railway
completion, After all, it had reneged on its
promises so many times in the past. Among
the people at Mile 137, the issue may have
been irrelevant, because they already had
a rail link to the south, and winter roads

Sk % July 1926, 9. 1.
Tled. 16 July 1926 p |

" Ikid

“lbd |26 Febroarg 1926, p d.
lbid | 22 Jangzry 1926, p 4
=l L 16 Apnl 1926, p 3

“ibid.. 2 Aprrd 1925, 0.

and summer waterways connected them to
other places in the north. in fact, Mile 137
was an important regional transportation
centre. Ross Navigation Company. for
instance, was engaged throughout the
winter of 1925-1826 in hauling freight from
Mile 137 to Melsan House.” Traders from
nearby Cross Lake continued to obtain
goods and transport furs via Mile 137, and
traders from further east also made use of
the route. In January 1926, for example, T.
Wass of iziand Lake travelled through Mile
137 on his way to The Pas to sell furs, then
after a buziness trip to Winnipeg, returned
to Island Lake the same way.”

Law officers also passed through the
community. Inspector Meade of the RCMP
left The Pas in February 1926 for Mile 137
and travelled east from there lo Island
Lake and Trout Lake on & journey that
lasted two months.” Sergeant P. Rose of
the Manitoba Provincial Police outfitted at
Mile 137 at about the same time, then set
out to the north on a six week journey that
took him to such places as Nelson House,
Indian Lake, and 3eal River, before his
return to The Pas.” Acouple of weeks later,
he went back to Mile 137 to "take charge
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Sgt. & Mrs. Percy Rose with sons Kenneth & Gerald
{couresy Provincial Archives of Manitaba)

of Leslie Mulligan, a trapper, who had
been brought there mentally deranged.”"
At about the same time, Constable Wells
went north for the body of Olaf Isakson,
who had “walked to Mile 214 and, entering
Bob Long's restaurant, walked upstairs
and shot himsalf.""

Undoubtedly Mulligan and Isakson came
Up in conversation in Hubble's Café at Mile
137, as people tried to make sense of their
tragic deaths. In the end, though, it was
all speculation. Frontier society attracted
a wide variety of unusual, often eccentric
characters, and certainly the North had
its share. There was Hugh Vickers,
Justice of the Peace at Herb Lake, wha
was a graduate of Oxford University, but
had “exchanged the scholar's life for the
trapper's and prospectar's™” Then there

" kid., 16 Aprrl 1926, p. 1
" |bid.
" wid., 30 January 1925 p. 1.

' i, 22 January 1926, p. 1.
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was Mr. Planischek, who had trapped in
the north since 1806. Borm in Mexico to
Serbian parents, who died when he was
threg years old, Plarnischek had travelled
extensively before settling "seme 50 miles
north west of Pelican Narrows™ on the
Churchill River. When interviewed in 1926,
he was trapping, as well as farming a "nine-
acre plot” (3.6 hectares) on which he grew
wheat, oats, barley, and vegetables. He
even ground his own flour using a home-
made mill.” Olaf Isakson, too, had ranged
widely before setlling in Manitoba. After
ieaving Sweden in 1903, he had spent
time in the United States and Cuba before
coming to the North as a trapper. Il health
was cited as the cause of his suicide,
but he may simply have been *bushed”
a Northern term for the gisorientation

Tom Andrews, a Trapper at Mile 214 before 1928
{Courtesy Ed Cartar)



brought on by long stretches of isolation,
McCauley, a frapper at Mile 22, probably
suffered from this malady, too. He argued
with Sergeant Rose about obtaining a
trapping license, and "so peculiar were his
words and behaviour that the sergeant had
him examined by twgo doctors on his arnival
in Town [The Pas], and he was found to
be insane.”” A trapper from Setting Lake
named Bowman also exhibited peculiar
behaviour when he refused an operation
for appendicitis and subsequently died.”

The Race to Oxford Lake

Gold fever was another ‘“illiness" that
surfaced from time to time, and although
it seldom resulted in permanant injury,
it could put a prospector’s life at risk.
Such was the case in the summer of
1826, when prospectors raced to stake
their claims, after a promising mineral
discovery was made east of Mie 137
"in the neighbourhood of Oxford Lake ™"
The find was the work of prospectors J.
Burton Sullivan and Jim Morrison, who
had done some “surface development
work” at the site, including “stripping,
pitting, channelling and sampling,” before
travelling to Minneapolis in search of
money o develop a mine. While there,

Ylbid . 4 Drecembee 1925 p d
b 19 Seplember 1924, p. 1.
kgL 30 July 1825, p. 1.

°? i

the two men separated following a quarrel,
after which Morrison and his American
associates rushed north with the aim of
‘blanketing” the area arpund the griginal
discovery with additional claims. According
to The Pas Herafd and Mining News,

The first rush started last week, when
10 Unifed Slales prospeciors, backed
by southern capital. wenf north on the
Northern Navigation Co.'s weekly stearmear
from Selkirk.. the Americans plan o
blanket the country in the neighborhood of
the original find.”

Not one to take things lying down, Sullivan
was s00on hot on their trail.

Suflvvan, an ex-member of the Provingial
Folice and formerly stationad af Norway
House, foflowed them up accompanied by
the MeClachey hrothers, who were in on
the deal. They arrived in Winnipeg shortly
after the others and found they had saifed
from Sefkirk for Norway Howse., Failing
in thewr efforls to obain an aergplfane (o
beaf the other party in, they boarded the
first train leaving for The Pas and arrived
here last Thursday 5o hurried was el
departure for the north that they did not
evert have e lo check their haggage,
which, however, arrived on the same frain
as themseives.

Siflivan was al home in The Fas and
everything was fined up for a fast tip in
a remarkably short fime Others enfered
into the spirit of the game and assisted aff
they coultd. The parly of three left on ha
Muskeg last Friday morming confident that,
by day and night travelling, they could beat
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Kenny Rose, son of Sgt. Percy Rosa,
on gas car around Mife 200
(eouresy Sam Waller Museum, FF 94 2 700)

the offter outfi fo H. Suflivan knows the
country like a book and when he sefs ouf
far any place he usually gefs there.
Sullivan cfaims that he and his pariners
held six claims on the richest part of an
isfand on Oxford [ake and he has ng
infention of allowing tha others o stake
pver if. The outcome of the race will be
watched with rmuch interest by mining rmen
and others in the north.™

Toward the end of August, the newspaper

reported the exciting outcome.

L Burton Q'Suffivan, with the MeClachey
Brothers and A. J. Demers, who left here
for Oxford Lake abouf & month ago...
arrived back in Winrvpeg fast week after
an exciting trip. They won the race, staked
their claims and took out samples.
Travelting by raidl and gas car, the
tetermirted men left Mie 238 on the
Hudson Bay Railway July 21, and plunged
infa the forests on their 175-mife journey
southward to Oxford Lake Their course
was mainfy over the lakes and rivers of
the region, bu! the porfages, Mr. O'Sulfivan
states, were long and arducus, and the
flies a constant lorment. The party never
took more ffran four haurs sleep a nigit,

“ |eid.

T3]

To their dismay, however, in mideourse,
they were overtaken by one of the fierce
forest fires which have devastated the
country. The fongues of fire iravelfed fike
ightfnfing, they report, moving fike a sheet
of fame over the fops of the spruce lrees.
Once, Mr. Q'Sullivan says, the four men
were cul off on & rocky point, and for six
hours ey lay flat on feir faces on fhe
rock, with the fire feaping between them
and the maintantd and the turbulent waters
of a fast fowing river at fheir hacks. Over
alt rung a cloud of acrid smoke.,

Traveffing ankle deep in bumed spruce
the four men at fast reached Oxford Lake
to find the prize was theirs. The southern
party had not arrived. Quickly the claims
were slaked. A sample of antimony
assayed over 50 por cent pure metal, and

Forest Fire, n.d.
{courlesy Provineial Archives of Maniloba,
Ted Tadda Collestion, 84}



gold assays run around 37.00 a fon. The
miain fead of the vein, Mr. O'Sulfivar stafes.
is ten feet wide and has heen traced for
2.000 feel hafore disappearing under the
surface of the lake.

Their ardupus journey was nat  yef
completed, however. for but a few days
rermained if the prospectors were to calch
a southbound boat atf Norway House. The
150-mife journey, Mr. O'Suilivan states.
was made in four days, and fhree days
fater, the party arrived in Winnipeg.”

Mile 137: First Divisional Centre
North of The Pas

News reports of Sullivan's  exciting
adventures undcubtadly reached
residents of Mile 137, which had become
a hive of construction activity after the
announcement that it would be the
firat divisional centre north of The Pas.
Indeed, by the end of the year so much
work was done that the place was barely
recoghizable.” Throughowut the fall, trains
loaded  with steel and other
materials came up from The Pas two or
three times a week, often stopping briefly
at Mile 137 before going further an. By this
time, most of the seven to eight hundred
men employed on the line were along the
last fifty miles before Kettle Rapids.”

ttmber,

Apparently, not all materials originated
in Southern Manitoba, According to 1ocal

SHmd 20 ALqusl 1926 p 1.
Yl 12 Bowemnber 1926, 5.3
- led. 19 Seplember 1926, p. 1. ans 2% Ooaber 19206, p 4,

- Chrislanson. "Hislorg of Wabowden.”

sources, at about this time a man named
Bill Moore ran a small legging enterprise at
Miie 137, which supplied ties to the Hudson
Bay Railway.” Evidently, the presence of a
railway was good for business. Certainly
Roderick "Roddy” Garrick, a local oldtimer,
remembered that there was little waork
available before its arrival. Some residents
freighted for the Hudson’s Bay Cormpany,
while others worked for the Company to
provide fish to feed the dog-teams that
hauled the freight. Some pecple also
trapped, although trapping was generally
unprofitable at that time. Lynx sold for
$6.00 and Red Fox for $1.50, but Roddy
remembeared that Fred Beebe once caught
two Silver Fox and sold them for 54,000
The money sat in the cupboard all winter,

Cutting Ties for Hudson Bay Rallway,
Thicket Pertage, e 1918
(countesy Provincial &rchives of Manitoba’)
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because there was no place 1o spend it.” 137 with four bales of fine fur from God's
Lake in February 1827." 8y April, Jeffries
had made a successful trip to Oxford Lake,
and it was expectad that all winter travel o
this district would go in future via Mile 137
rather than Norway House.

By 1927, there were a number of places at
Mite 137 where people could spend their
money. Besides Lamont and Davidson's
trading post and Hubble's Imperial Café,
there was F. W. Quinsey's store, pool
room, and barber shop, which opened
in March.” These businesses catered to
long-time residents as well as to the men
working on the divisional yards and aleng
the railway. The yards alone employed as
many as sixty men, even after workforce
reductions at the end of 1926." Trappers
and prospectors also came into the
community {o be outfitted with supplies and
equipment to carry on their work.” Besides
these, there were the freighters, whose
expanding winter transport business was
having an impact locally as well™ A. H.
Jeffries began freighting into Island Lake
in the winter of 1926-1927, a distance of
496 km, and Karl Bayley, of the trading firm
Bayley & Johnson, passed through Mile

Railway Construction Falters,
then Resumes

In the spnng of 1927, there was some
pessimism  along the line concerning
rallway prospeclts, as all indicators
suggested that the work was slowing
doewn. The Pas Herald and Mining News
speculated that the government was
waiting for the report of Frederick Palmer,
the British engineer who had been hired to
compare the relative merits of Port Nelson
and Churchill to determine which was the
best suited to be the northern terminus
of the railway.” By the middle of May. it
became evident that the focus of the work
for 1927 would be “confined to putting the

® Ibid. By today's siandards $40084.00 may not seem all thal much, but in the 19208, and cersinly the 1930z, it was 3 qraal deal af
money indesd. It seems a high price far twa pelis, bt perhaps prices were atifrcially inflated when the HEC attlemptod 1o put its
coqnpetilars ool af business

M The Pas Herald and Mating Mews. 4 March 1927, p. 4. . W. Quinsey was firsl menticned in partnership with H. J. @rintan in 1925
They were described as fur ffaders al “Nelson House” in one inglanca, but a later newspaper lerm indicaled thay had = trading post
al Zetling Lake. Quinsey boughl out Brindan in the summer of 1825 and cardied en trading alone. bid., 23 January 1325, p. 3. and
17 July 1925, p. 3.

bid., 17 Decemtsar 1926, p. 4. Onoe construction of the vards had been completed, The railway laid off everyone, excenl he sigly or
&0 men engaged in 1ha day-to-day operation of the facilty.

T Amorg hem would have been August Nalson and S. Brostrom, who wore frapping filly-six ilomatres norh of Mil: 137 8 1927, .,
29 July 1527, p. 3.

* A% @ transition cenlre for winter freighting. Wabowd en provided eating and hotel 2ccommodatons for frarghilers bebween frips, as well
re slgres where they could purchase needed supplies. The more frenghters, the grealer the impact on the lecal econpmy.

M ltrid., 2 January 1927, p. 3, and 18 February 1927, p. 3, Bayley was on the road nearly a manth. an indication of the time peopla
were prepared 18 cpend in travel 1o resch the railtaad.

®ibid., 4 March 1927, p 1, and B May 1927_p. 1.
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Hudson Bay Railway Tugs ""Gao. W. Yates™
and "Kathleen" in for repairs, Part Nelson
(courtesy Nalional Argtuvas of Canada, PAO41502}

road already completed into first-class
shape as far as Limastone River,” o that
"heavy trains” could fravei hal far without
difficulty.” This was not full speed ahead
to the Bay, but it was no smali undertaking
either. There were already 1000 men._.at
work between The Pas and Mile 214" and
it was expectad that "about 2000" would be
employed later in the season. According to
the The Pas Herald and Mining News,

Alf the men engaged on the fine this year
have been engaged locaffy ard this has
relioved the unempfoyment situafion fo
a considerabfe exterdt. With the report
befng spread by aufside rrewspapers hat
8,000,000 was to be spent on the line
this year and thal 5000 men would be
employed, men have been flocking in here
since early spring, most of them having
littte or no money. The railway authorties
hava been putting them to work as fast as
possible. buf, with anfy one steam shovel
avaifable, they could not handle them alf
and there is stifl a large number awaiting
work. The resuft is that numbers of them
are atrmost starving, and they may he seen

¥ oliped., 24 May 1927, p 7

L3E

" Chnstansan, “History of Wabowden.”

any day fishing and roasting their catch on
the river Dank. This, with what they can get
from privale cilizens, is their sofe means of
sustenance. Last summer gangs of men
were made up in Winnipag and elsewhere
and shipped in. bul there is no need of
anything like this being done this year.”’

Some townspeople at Mile 137 were
fortunate 1o get jobs grading and
constructing the railway at this time. It was
hard work for low pay. Stanley Malko, who
warked on the rail line in 1928, recalled
that nearly everything was done by hand
with the aid of horses. The only tools
were shovels and wheelbarrows, and
labourars were paid ten cents for every
hour they worked.” Much of this money
was spent locally, not only by townspeople
employed on construction, but aiso by the
newcomers distributed along the tracks
nearby. These men would come quite a

Man-made Island ail Port Nalson Mile 424
(courtesy Mational Archives of Canada. PA Z10816)
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distance at times, not just for supplies, but
for education as well. This was illustrated
in Frank Wallace's July 1927 report at Mile
137 concerning the activities of Frontier
College, which had formerly been known
as the Reading Camp Association.

The work is going beffer here. The irain
crews take advantage of fhe resding
material, and ! have had, on fwo oocasions,
section meh lravef by hand car 14 miles
22 kmmf on Sunday for a lesson in railroad
English, fools, farms, sle.

The rafiway furnished me with a fairly
comfortable car  compiele with  bed
mafiress and stove. They alsa puf in three
fong benches and a long table running
dowr the center at one end.

The camp | am in is a consfructed one
with the men lving in bunk houses and
eating at the work house. About 80 men
are employed in this camp. Of these 8
men, 40 are English. Most of them are welf
educated and are only in the north country
o escape from easy access to iquor.

Of the 40 foreigniers, 20 can read and talk
fair Engfish, and of the 26 left | have efeven
i my class, nearly alf of whom are requiar
in affendasnce.

{ starfed ciasses on the 28" of June and
have beert runming five nights a week since
fhat ime. As overfirme for the larger part of
thi=z road has been efiminated, it leaves e
men their spare time in the evenings for
recreation and study.

My class consists of mine Foles and two
Finns, neardy aft of whom have a fair
education in hefr own fanguage, huf fitlle
or no knowledge of English. My work,
therefore, mainly consists in teaching
Erglish stock words and phrases af
present.”

= gickle, 122,

Evidently the workforce consisted of a
broad cross-section of people,
of them local residents, some recent
immigrants to Canada. They came for the

E0Mme

work, but according to Wallace some were
also running away from alcohol addiction.
If so, the flight was often fn vain, at least
far men like J. Renick. Described as a
carpenter working at Mile 137, Renick was
convicted early in 1927 “of having home-
brew in his possession and sentenced
to three months imprisonment.”” The
Folice had discovered the
home-brew while investigating another
case, and when they had it analyzed, "it
was found to contain 92% alcohol.”

Provincial

In spite of cases like Renick's, there
was little time for self-indulgence on the
railway in the summer of 1927, By July, the
newspaper reported:

Work on the Hudson Bay Raitway fs
proceeding af {op-nolch speed. One
thousand four hundred and iy men
are now on the job. Numerous gangs are
spread alf along the ine from Mife BO o
Mite 338, and the work being done is abouf
e same throughowt, consisfing of fiing.
feveliing, retieing and balfasting. Sfeam
shovels are af work aft The Pas and Mile
329, Another has recently armved and has
proceedsd north. It will be locafed at the
et at Mite 127, Al The Pas, filing in of the
frastle approaches lo the bridge over the
Saskalchewan is about completed. In the
yards, seven mifes [11 ki of trackage has

“ Tho FPat Herald ana Miming Mews, 11 Felruary 1927, p 3. Sipce there was no jail al Mile 137, Renick may have been sent south

10 Daughin.

" Ibid., 11 February 1927, p. 4.
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been Iaid and fiffing in and ballasting s
under way. The new concrele roundhouse
and shops are nearing completion.

fiten are now working on the interior. When
finished. this will be one of the finest yards
of iz size on the continent. Work on 2
simijar yard at Mile 137 is slightly further
advanced. The most modern equipment is
being used alf along the road. Especlally
is this noticeabls in the service being
furnished the workmen, There are now
three complete new outfits of bunk, cook
and dining cars at different points on the
fire. The bunk cars are furnisfred wilh
steef bunks. The dinfng cars are 60 feat
18 mj long and the cook cars have the
fafest improvements for fangling the
requirernants of large gangs. Throwghout
special  aflertion is  paid 1o sanidary
arrangements. The new haspital umit fias
been placed in fworking] condition. This is
a revelation to those who are famitiar with
old-time railway aclivities.”

Details on consiruction progress were

available in August.

An idea of the work invofved in
reconditioning e fine is to be had from the
fact that sorme 500,000 new fies have begn
placed to date. OF this number 400 004
were reflewsls. An immense quaniily of
baflasting material was reqiired to raise
and widen the grade 300000 cubic
yards of gravel having been used for this
purpose. At the same time 88000 vards
of material were removed in widening the
cuts. To dale 180 miles of baffasting has
been completed.

Woark has alsc been going ahead af the
various divisional poirts. Al The Fas,
the sand howses, cosl deck and olher
hiildings required are complelad, whife
the turn-lable and engme house are well
under way The yards are being laid with
f80-pound steel and a considerable amourit
of balfasling hias bear done. Woark is aven
further aovanced at Bowden, Mile 137,
where the next divisional paint is located”

Haospital Cars on Hudson Bay Railway

(covriesy Glenbow Archives. NA-3258-3)

Sl 29 July 1927 0 1 The refargnce 19 “old-time acimles” is a raminder of the nadequate warking caondilians that pravaled
tor wprking men in garlier years ol railfoad corestroclian Foor food, awen podrer Aocommodalions. and the lack af huspﬂals W

COrrnn complargs A1 ihar na

*lod.. S August 1927 p. 2
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Ballast Pit
(courtasy Glenbow Musaum Archives, NA-Z2471-37)

Interestingly, this was the first reference to
"Bowden," as an alternative to “Mile 137"
Even after it became “"Wabowden,” the
new name did not immediately replace the
popular "Mile 137.” which had been used
for years by people along the railway. On
the other hand, “Setting Lake,” the name
devised in 1921 by postal authorities when
the first post office was established, soon
died out after the official name change.”

Fort Churchill replaces Port
Nelson as the Northern Terminus

Not only place names changed in 1927,
In August, the citizens of The Pas and
communities along the Bay line |earned
that Fort Churchill had replaced Port
Melson as the projected northern terminus
of the Hudson Bay Railway. The headline
on the front page of The Pas Herald and
Mining Mews, 19 August 1827, read "Fort

Churchill Will be Hudson Bay Port” and the
text, included below, provided the details
behind the decision.

Hen, C. A, Dunning, minister of raffways,
with Frederick Palmer, British  harbor
expert, and a party of depsrimental and
railway engineers, arrived in The Pas lasf
Friday afterncon on their return trip from
Hudson Bay. They were travefling by
spacial frain and made a record g over
the Hudson Bay line, from Limestons River
o The Pas. Their train sfopped a little over
half an hour al The Pas where divisional
superilendent, W. Johnsan, of Dauphin,
was awailing them.

ftterviewed by a Herald represanmiative,
Mr. Palmer confirmed the stafement sent
by wirefess from Port Nelson regarding the
safection of Fort Churchift as fhe locafion
for a harbor and the northern terminus of
the Hudson Bay raifway Mr. Palmer had
practically arrived at this decision before he
went north bul when e made a personafl
examinafion of the two ports the last
doubl was removed and he pronounced
emphatically in favor of Churchilf.

There is just this much difference, Mr
Palmer said, that if the work on the fing had
been continued in 1918 and the steel laid
to the Bay af Port Nelson, he Hudson Bay
route would rave been a dead issue to-day.
It would fake something like six years, he
said, to develop a port al Mefson and then
it would nof be anything nearly as good as
the harbor which can he built af Churchilf
i two years time. A staff of engineers
have been working at Churchilt since Aprif
last, drifling and mapfpling the harbor.
Their investigations show that a depth
of 40 feef (12 mj can be secured without
touching rock. Dredging at Churchifl, he

“ Accarding 1o Incal spurces, the firgt post office was eslablished on 1 Apdl 1921 3t Setting Lake snd remained there for sevon yaans
befare if was mawved fu the townsile. Qriginally. a plang came inwilh (he mail every two weeks; latern, it came in by 31l en & mail car,
which functioned 48 a post-ofics while il was al the station. Christianson, "Histary of Wabowden.” This requires explanation. Like The
HBC slore, the first post office was calfed "Setting Lake”™ and was probalbly located 21 or i the vicinily of Lamonl & Dawdsan's stora
near the poind on Bowden Lake. Also, the contract for mail detivery may have been given 1o an aw service rather than tho eaileay in
fhe garly years because il was cheaper andfor mere eelable.
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spring are now engaged in fransferrng
supphies and equipment to Fort Churchifl. If
is expected that g dipper dredge, now fying
in the dry dock af Halifax, will leave for Fort
Churchilt about the end of this maonth.™

Work slowed down on the railway after
November, but work did
altogether.

ot Ccesse

Hudson Bay Railway snowed in
near Churchill, May 1929
{courtesy Bart Hassalfield and
wowny Zambonisia. comdhpr)

sfated. could be accomplished as easdy
as at iNelson, and a miffe [1.6 k] of docks
could be buift at comparatively fittte cost. In
Mr. Palmer’s ppinion grain can be carried
owver the Hudson Bay raftway and shipped
te Evrope via Fort Churchilt in fess than
haff the tirne than if could be done via Fort
Nelson. i wiff lake a year longer o buid
the raftway, he said, but when it reaches
fidewater, fire harbor will be ready.

Mr. Dunning and the olhers of the party
were so absofulely convinced that Mr,
Falmer was right that orders were at once
issued o get ahead with the work, When
the party returned fo Porl Nelson, the
wirfefless was brought into use ard orders
fssued by that means. A wireless set on
one of the governmen! vessels fying at Fort
MNelson was found o be in good working
order and this was sent {p Churchill so that
that place will alsa be in fouch with fhe
oufside world, Some 25 men who have
been working at Port MNelsonr since fast

+

Section houses have been put In at every
second station, some fourteen miles (22
krnf apart. and the fine wiff be kept in good
shape alf winter. Supplies and material for
next seasor’s work will also be taken in
and there will he considerable activity at
the end of steel.. A large number of men
will afso be engaged on the right-of-way,
beyond the Limestone River, makfng the
grade and getting things in readiness for
Ihe faying of sfeaf nexf summer.

The past surmmer has been the busiest
seen on s line for years and next
year prarises o be lhe banner year. If
the programme mapped out is adhered
to, the =teel will be well an the way to
Churchilf by the time the snow again flies
(it does not snow all the time, even at
Churchilf], and the following vear should
see the complelion of the line and the
establishment of a seaporl in Manitoha,
the central province of Canada.”

bugkets, gt; for cempwing mud. sand. or ather malenals ror e bottom of a Gyer barbour. ete,

bt | #1 Movember 1927, o 2

The pessimism that had prevailed in the
early manths of 1927 was nowhere evident
in the MNovember newspaper report on
prograss during the year”

" T Pas Heral and Miring fews. 19 Bwguest 1927 4. 1. A dipper dredye” was a type of dredge or machine wih & scoop. series of

T lbid. The port never achieved its potenial under the TR Altheogh 1he reasons anc sl bong debated, political pressure from

|obbyisis for the Greal Lakes-5t Lawrence raute has been cted. a5 wioll a5 the shonness of the shippang season on Hudsan Bay.
OmmTRAX, #n American-based campany, purchascd the ralyay in 1997, ano has estzblished & madern anr efficient aperahon.
I 2007, 1 moreed Sppecmmately 470000 metrc tornes (MT) through the per (It alintated share of Canadas Wieat Board gram,
durum wheat, peas. canary seed. and flax), aithough il could have easily harafled 1,000 000 MT. 5648 news raleases, 27 Novernber
2000 and 12 Movember 2001, kttpotheses omnitra . convpres-rel snimifc, In facl, according & Randy Jameson of Qmnitrax, he
railway is positoned to handle in excess of 1,000,005 MT. The readbed is affected by discontnuous permafrost condilian, bul
CrmmiT RAK has an “oa-geaag renedidl wok, . 10 cnsurs reqdbed integnty ~ [Fersonal Communicaisn, & December 2001}
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Wabowden Prospers with the
Turn in the Railway’s Fortunes

Feople at Wabowden must have received
this report with considerable satisfaction.
The renewal of construction on the railway
had meant a boom for them. The building
of the divisional yards had brought new
people into the community, and by the
winter of 1926, the village even had its
own school. Cyrilla Wilson, formerly a
teachar at Pikwitonei, arrived there in
MNovember 10 take charge of the children,
and “"was teaching in the new school
by December”™ Remaining at least until
the summer of 1927, she was probably
replaced by Miss V. Andrews, who was still
teaching at Wabowden in March 1928
By late summer 1328, the community
was planning to build another new school
“as soon as a satisfactory school site”
had been approved” In all likelihood,
that decision was made by a Board of
Trustees authorized by the Department of

Education.” According to alocal source, Mr.
Davidson provided a structure, consisting
of one large classroom and separate living
quarters for the teacher, to be used as a
ternporary school. It is not clear whether
it was the first or second school in the
community, but Davidson rented it to the
trustees for $15.00 a month, fuel and
stoves included.”

Organised religion also came to YWabowden
when Rev. H. A, Brown of Toronto arrived at
the beginning of May 1928, Brown was one
of three United Church missionaries sent
north that summer to establish missions
in the railway communities.” Others were
on the move, too. In August, the HBC sent
Mr. Anderson to replace Bill Huiton as
manager of its store at Wabowden. Hutton
had only been there since September
1827, when J. M. Cran left the Company,
apparently to go prospecting in the
neighbouring region.” Tom Riddoch had

** The Fas Hereld and Mining News, 19 Novembear 1926, p. J3; 31 Decamber 1926, p. 4.

| bidk, 8 July 1927, p. 4; 16 March 1928 p. 4.

® The Progpecior and Northern Maitebar, 10 August 1928, p. & {This short-lived paper was devoted mainly Lo news cannacted walh
mining.) The "new schodl™ was the secand in twa years. In all fikelihood. the firsl was a makeshift f3cility thal was nover ntended to

be anything mere than emparary.

* According 1o Ghristiansan, “Histery of Wabowden,” 8 Board of Trustees was 561 up 10 govarn g sehaal. This Board consisted of
three trustees and ona secretary-traasurer, each ol whom was paid a salary of $25.00 per year.

¥ bigd. iz nat clear whether it was 1930 or earicr that Cavidsan provided the schogt, [n 193, an agreement was made wilh Miss b,
G. Hall of Winnipeg to terch for & salary of 34500 per manth. By August, eleven pupils had been enrotled in grades one and twa,
with ancthiet twelve students expecled by Seplember. The schoal ran smaathly urll the Second Warld War, fhen government granls
were Ut back, and wath most of 1he lecal men in the army or engaged in trapping, il was almast impossible la find somesoe to haol
and cut fuel for the school of 1 do repairs. For 4 number of maenths, there were insufficient funds o pay the salary of the teacher,

Mr Trudeau Christianson, “History of Wabawdan -

 Tha Pas Herald and Miring Mews, 4 May 1925 p. 6.

* |bid., 14 Sepember 1928, p. 35, Tie Prospecter and Morthem Menifcban, 10 August 1928 p. 2 and &
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also moved north to Mile 348 (Bird), where
he had established another store.”

Mining Speculfation Benefits
Wabowden

Reports of high quality mineral deposits
at Setting Lake generated considerable
exciternent locally in the summer of 1928,
Samples assaved at "$13.68 per ton in
copper” and there were "good values in
gold and silver” as well.” In addition, high
quality galena, the scurce of lead, "had
been traced for six miles along the islands
which run length-wise up the lake."" Local
prospector J. U, St Godard, who had been
in the area for some years, was optimistic
about its extent, although mining engineers
had declared “"quite emphatically” that the
ore did not exist "in quantity.”” Mining fever
was widespread. According o one report,
"Fred Baebe [sic],” who claimed "to have a
very good prospect,” was "leoking forward
to being a mining magnaie in the near
future.”” John Novikoff, commanly known
as "John by Gosh,” was reported to have
refused “to divulge the results of his recent
mining venture around Goose Lake™™ A

G

John W. Low, Progpaector, c 1935
{wourtesy Provincial Archives of Manitoba)

week later, after "one of the richest strikes”
was reported "on good authority” at Fish
Lake, seven or eight miles away, many
of Wabowden’s remaining residents were
"busy staking claims,” too.”

W lad., 17 August 1928, ¢ B The Pas Herald and Mining flews 19 Qclaber T8, p 1.

= |bad.. 31 Aogust 1928 p. 3. The silver slrike at Setling Lake was sUlt attracling considerable altentian in Qctober thid., 26 October

1923 p. 1.

*' The Prospector god Mot Mamtobat, 17 Augest 1998 p 3

e,
*lpid , 10 Augosl 1928, p 3.
“ k.

“Ulbid. 17 Argust 1928 . p 2

5



Mining had an impact in other ways as
well. After promising strikes, companies
usually moved in with men and equipment
tc do further exploration or develop the
sites into working mines. This, of course,
stimufated local economic development,
as it meant an increase in the sale of
goods and services for nearby businesses.
Mile 137 {(Wabowden) was strategically
situated In 1829 to take advantage of
such opportunities. Potentially rich mineral
deposits had already been discovered in
the Cross Lake and Oxford Lake districts,
and Ventures Limited and Sudbury
Basin Mines were planning to move in
equipment {o begin development.” After
locking at other alternatives, they chose
the route through Wabowden because it
was on a direct rail link to the south, as
well as on a well-travelled winter road to
the east, probably “the best road into the
Oxford Lake country.”” The contract for
transporling the equipment was given lo
“2lim” Milligan, who immediately hired a
gang of men to improve the existing read,
s0 that it could carry heavy loads™ it is
unknown whether any of his men came
from Wabowden, but in any case, local
husinesses benefited from the purchases

W The Pas Herald and dining fews. 4 January 1929, p. 1.
*bid., 18 Jonuary 1920, p. 3.

®lbid., 4 January 1929, p. 1.

of these additional wage earners.

The Pas to Churchill:
Promises of a Bright Future

By 1828 the Hudson Bay Railway was
nearing completion, and in Qctober The
Fas Herald and Mining News printed an
interview with a man who had recently
travelled up the ling as far as Mile 358. He
noted the changes that had gccurred since
he had last been on the train. The roadbed
was in "exceptionally good condition all the
way o Mile 336," which was as far as the
freight train travelled at that time, and the
older pant of the line was comparable to
“any main ling” and “far better than most of
the branch lines in Manitoba."" There were
now station houses at the varicus stopping
places along the way, where formerly
there had been only a “hcle in the bush."™
Most importantly, people were beginning
to develop the economic potential made
possible by access to a rail line.

Recreation was one such possibility.
Although there were few changes in
the first thirty-nine miles (62.4 km), "a
considerable number of people” were
building summer cottages at Mie 17,

" bid., 1% Gclaber 1928, p. 1. The rgadbed beyond Mile 336 was oo unstable for Lhe heavy freight trains, bul by Oclober 1924, the
paseenger Wain wat raveling as far as Mile 412, A description of conditions for rail travel in 2pring hime batween Gillam and Churelull
can be found in 3.4, Keghley, Tradan Troper, Trapper: The Life of 3 Bay Man MWinnipeqg: Walson & Dwyer, 1989), 116-117.

™ T,
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Marble CGuarry, Mile 3971 Hudsan Bay Railway
(oourtesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 93.18.575)

Clearwater Lake, which promised to be “a
very popular summer resort in a few years’
time."" Marble guarrying was anather
possibility. At Mile 39, a mining company
had established a new marble quarry right
along side the railway and extending back
a considerable distance.
The marble s of exceflent quality and
carn be guarred in large blocks. Several
carfoads have afready been shipped and
some large blocks are lying ready for
stipme. Quarrying machinery has beern

instalfed, and it would seem as if a real
thdustry would be developed.”

At Mile 42, or Cormorant Lake, the federal
government maintained a base for the
aerial forest patrol.

Three or four planes are stationed here and

the forestry department also has a base in
the vicinily, The air force camp is exiremely

7 Ibid.

wefl located. i is an ideal sife for an air
basge, the landing faciities in a good-sized
fand-locked bay being hard to surpass.
The carnp idself looks as prefly as a picture,
focated amang the trees on a sfope up
from the waler's edge. the walks and paths
haing all laid off with whifewashed sftones
in appraved military style.”

The community of Cormorant Lake was
thriving “abowt half a mile to the south
of the camp,” and there were summer
cottages, a few homesteads, and a school
operated by the provincial government in
the wicinity,™

The siding at Mile 82 had not changed
much since 19207 Connected to Herb
Lake by a 14.5 km government road,
its few inhabitants hoped for a revival of
mining in the area. The "Diamond Queen”

Gold Ming at Herb Laka
feauresy Sam Waler Museumn, PP 93 18.577)

“ | The martle quarries along e Budson Bay Railway are under the marnagement {2003] of Manitaba Marble Inc., which 2 cwned
by John Kaobar of The Pas, a great-grandson of Wabowden pioneer, Jon Gislason.

L.

" o,

" A& sirmitar repart abow the Horb Lake siding appeared in Fie Cas Homid sod Minieg flews, 22 Ocloher 1920, p. 1.
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was still "holding the fort at the end of the
road and few of the old-timers would dare
pass her door without calling in."”

“Setling Lake, at Mile
137, or Wabowden™
which was the first
divisicnal point beyond
The Pas, provided
a bustling contrast
to Herb Lake. The
traveller noted that
the yard was “well laid
out, with round house
coal dock and sand
chute "”
The Hudson's Bay Company has a good
sized post here with a residence far the
manager, 1 a very prefly focalion. There
are two or tree other stores and a poo!
room, besides the usual resfaurard. They
are looking forward o having a fair-sized

fown here in the near filure and the
focation is ideal.”™

The tiraveller may also have noticed
improvements in the raiway crossing,

The Diamond Quasn's Cafe and Store
at Wekusko-Herb Lake on the HBR
(courtasy Sam Waller tuseurn, FRP 94 2. 623) the

where A. Jeffries had "four teams” waorking
in August. Also, Bert Hubbie's house and
W. A, McArthur's store were probably
on their new cement foundations by
this time.” There
may even have
been a new school
under construction,
although the news-
paper article made
ng mention of it.”
Whatever the case,
it was evident that
people  were

preparing for the
projected expansion of the area.

Mile 185 (Thicket Portage) at Wintering
Lake was the home of free trader George
Cowan and his wife, but it was his garden
that captured the interest of the traveller
bored by “miles of bush and muskeg." It
was located in a “good-sized clearing,”
had been “improved right along,” and
boasted “the furthest north apple tree in

nr

existence.

™ The Fas Herald nd Minng News, 18 October 1928, p. 1. For more information abmut the Dharmond Guaeen and giher Morhem

“characiers” see Keighley, Troder. Trpper, Trapoer.
™ |bid.

™ [Bid.

™ The Pmospacter and Nordhern Manitoban, 10 August 1928, . B, and 14 Seplember 1528, 0 8.

L
I;d., 10August 1928, 5. B. According to the oows rapor, “A new school will prabably be builk dhis fall as soon as 3 satisfactory schoal

sita has been approved af.”

' The Pas Harald and Mining Nows, 19 October 1828 p. 1,
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Various views of Wabowden

Ve, e
. " lhGoWTDEN, (e, Al A MO

View of Wabowden, before 1946 HBC store on Bowden Lake, 1925
(courtesy Calherine fMalLeod) {courtasy Aileen Turner}
Bowdern Lake and “The Poml” are in the background. the The store was moved downtown, behind the ralway
rafiway ts in the foreground with houses in bedween. station, a few years after this photo was laken,

Wabowden's Roundhouse, Water Tank Coal Dock, nod.
and Sandchute, n.d. {cournesy Aileen Turner)
(courtesy Adeen Turner) Fraight hombardiars are in the foraground

Al Roundhouse
B) Water Tank
C} Sandchule

View of Wabowden, before 1946
{courtesy Cathenna Moleod)
fLeft e nghty E.8. Hubble Resence, SM Cram
Residence (cumently the post oficel; e old post offfice
and wealher statian operaled by J M. Cran; HBC Store
for e site of Dwyer's Store); Mary Dooghty’s Café,
pociracm and boarding house: Siver Leal Holel two
HER residerces mn the foreground rmeal 1o e (racks.

View of Wabowden, before 1946
(courtesy Catherme MolLeod)
The Hudson Bay Radway Statior 2 in the foregrownd,
the HEC Store i behind i, connected o s warehouse
by g wooden walhway Chipengs's shack s center
background and the Siver Leal Hofel's sloretrouse 15 10
the moght background,
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Mile 214 prior to 1928
[couresy Ed Carter)

fLeft to rght) schoal @ house? bunkhouse. wirglass
radio shack and Loke Clemons’ stopping place ang

restaurant.

Pikwitonei at Mile 214 had gone into

decline.

Several of the old-timers are stiff holding
forth, buf the ratway shaps, which al one
time gawve the place the appearance of
a husy little viltage. have been moved
further north. The location on the banks
of the Pikwitanei river is very pretly, The
raitway crosses the river valley on one of
the fongest tresties an the fine. This was
the end of steel for a number of vears untif
the government saw fit to proceed with the
construction of the line.

Gillam, located just before Keltle Rapids at
Mile 327, was the next divisional point after

Wabowden.

Where two years ago there was nothing
B bush there 1s now & thriving setiement
with a church, school, pool room and
restaurants. The lownsie is on 2 slope
tup from the track and the houses look
very prefty among the trees. This is
the headguarters of Rev. 5. A Marfin,
misgionary for the United Church. who has
heen successful in getting a church built
here. This buillding also serves as schoo!
room, and reading and rest room, o fact, it
is made fulf use of nearly twanty-four hours
g day Rev 5. A Martin and his farmmly

Tk

Rave fiving quarfers in the rear of the main
Building. His daughter, Margarel, is school
teacher.”

Tom Riddoch, who had "pioneered at many
of the stopping places along the line,” was
managing his store at Limestone River, or
Bird, which was located about thirty-six
kilometres north of Gillam at "the largest

gravel pit on the line.” At Mile 356, a fow

kilormetres further on. D. McDonald ran a

Mary Buck and Company at Mile 214
[caurtesy Provinoial Archives of Manitoba)
Gl tvgrre, ML A, and three ofher mombars of Legistalure
visdt Mary Buck and her famuly camped al Mile 214 of e
HER.
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Railway Loading Bays at the Porl of Churchill
{Courtesy Sam Walter Museurn, PP 2000.11.14]

restaurant, “one of the best on the ling and
largely patronized by railway employees
and travellers.™™ Beyond this point, the
railway extended a further eighty to a
hundred kilometres, but the roadbed was
‘not so good” as this section was under
construction.”

By now, the end of railway construction was
in sight. According to Octeber reports,

Work along the new raifway wilf be carried
on aff winter and It is anficipated hat the
slea! will reach Fort Churchilf some fime
next summer. The Dominion Construction
Co. fast winter set an example of how
raifways could be built in the winfer months

and the contracfors for the Hudson Bay
Faitway wilf folfow their fead this winter and
work wiff be pushed forward.™

In fact, construction moved along so rapidly
during the winter that the Hudson Bay
Railway to Churchili was completed ahead
of time on 29 March 1929.% According to
local sources, a large, modern train station
was built in Wabowden that year, too, the
final chapter in a railway saga that had
begun over twenty years before®™ For
moare than thity years, until the highway
came in from the south, the railroad would
be the lifeblood of the community.

Transfer of First Load of Grain
thraugh the Port of Churchill
(courtesy Sam Waller Museumn, PRZ00.11.11)

|k, Thes was at Amery, “where the ralway branches off 1o go 1o Churchill ™ Ebid.

| pid.
# |kid., 2B Oclaber 1928, p. 7.
2 Bickle, 115,

* Chrislianson, * History of Wabowden.”
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Brass Plaque erected at Port Churchill in 1831

[courtesy Sam Waller Museum, PP 85.24.10)
The plague reads. "Pord Churchill discovered it 1679
by fhe Ji-fated Danish Expedilion pacder Jens Munk,
i 1689 the Hudsan's Bay Company ot (e first Fort
Churchilf, which in the same year was destroved &y firg,
i T717 the Company rebuill. For nearly 200 years s
marosl rortherly post on The Bay and the stading point of
many Archic gxploralions. The Hudson Bay Raifway was
compleded o this point o 150 Aped, 1529,
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Chapter Six
‘Wabowden After 1929

1] I'|I|I '|II-I

i

Wabowden Staticn, 1944
{counesy Canada Sciance and Technology Museum, CHO01144)

Once the railrcad was completed,
Wabowden became a relafively
quiet railrcad town. For years the arrival
of the train, with its mail and passengers,
was the social event of the week. lJillian
Clarke, who worked in Wabowden as &
companion-helper for the Anglican Church
in 1943, recalled that "there was one train
a week into Wabowden...and everyone
met the train and waited for the mail to
be sorted and handed out.” This practice

continued for years.” Rose Ohryn, who

drove a taxi during the 1860s, said that
everyone, "even little children and women
with their babies,” would come to meet the
train.’

Cars were later arrivals. Art Bisson had
the distinction of owning the first car in
Wabowden in the early 1930s. However,
since the only “road” in town was a small
wooden boardwalk that led to Davidson's
store, Bisson turned his Model “A" Ford
first into a truck, then inte a more useful
snow-plane.”

* This section of tha taxt 15 based on a glory compited more Ihan teenty years 890 by Laurne Chriztiznson with the assistance of
Garry Amaold and athers Iram the commonity. |t has been updated f inglus=pn hers by 1he addition ol naw data from interiewecs,

a3 well az more current infopmalica on the town ilself.

* Acsonding to Aibeen Cran Tumer, thera ware two Wains par waek, onc passenger and one freight with passengar coaches. Ailean

Turrer i eonwersation with B Shimil-Baaomant, Gotober 2003,

I Rpse Ohryn in conversation with Calherine BMoleod, January 2002, Rose and her husband Pauk amived in Wabawden in the sardy
18605, Paul wirked ior Boodh Fisharies - buying and packing, than shppng fish 1o The Pas.

* Bigzon was a loeal trapper. Henry Garmek in conversalicn with Cathenine Mol eod, January 2002,
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Doughty's RestaurantPoc| Hall and the Silver Leaf
Hotel, 1944
[covrtesy Canada Science and Technology
ruseum., CHNO0Z941)
Note the rodio antennae. The restaurant was o the
left and the poal room (o fhe it w Mane Dooghty's

In 1932, the original Silver Leaf Hotel was
built by Black and McArihur’ The btwo-
storey building contained rine bedrooms
and a beer parlour, which was an unusual
amenity for a town of less than two hundred
residents. For many years the only bar north
of the Pasg, it was frequented by travelers
as well as local people, who could have a
beear —nothing else was served —and get a
haircut and shave as well. Nevertheless, it
was a "men only” establishment for a long
time. Aside from the two female employees
who provided barber service, no women
were allowed inside for the next three
decades.®The hotel continued to operate
until 1871, when it was torn down and a
new building erected under the auspices of
the YWescana chain, which also operated
a motet nearby. Now both are owned by
Allan Chu Enterprises.

When the old Silver Leaf Hotel was in
operation, its patrons took their meals
next door at Mary Doughty's restaurant,
which was a little eating place and pool
hall established in 1932, Until its closure
in the 1950s, it was the social centre of
the community where people came o visit
and relax with friends, wait for the train, or
sit and talk with travellers passing through
town.’

During the Second World War, visitors to
Wabiowden included American soldiers,
who patrolled the rail line o protect it from
enemy attack, The army also set up a
weather station in the building that is now
the post office and relayed weather reports
ta the Air Farce. After the departure of the
army in 1945, J.M. Cran and his daughter
Aileen operated the weather station until

Weather Station, late 19405 {o early 1950s
{caurtesy Adeen Tumer)
e HBO bambaediers are picking up mail for Norway
House,

" George Black and M #McArhor were 1 Lhe Wabowden area deing mining exploration work priar lo building the hotel. Flerence

Harmilton in corvversatian wilh Calkenne Molead. Janoany 2002

° Florense Hasuitan, her sster-in-law Manha Beebe, and laler Alce Halcrow dd housekeepng chores a1 the hotel, but no barkenng.
Florence Hamillon in gonversation with Catmenne Moleod, January 2042,

“Mary didd nel ciose shop: she smply relozated and caried on. Fyen after had retrenanln 1970 she conlinued 10 bake pies and sel

theem Trorm her awen ieme uabil shoriy before her death.
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1850, Then James Clarkson Cran, JM.'s
son, mahaged the station until it was
closed in 1970, During the height of the
Cold Warin 1956, a bomb shalter was built
to house the weatherman, so that he could
continue to take atmospheric readings
and relay them to Winnipeg in the event
of a nuclear attack. Fortunately, there was
never any need for the facility, so it was
eventually filled in.”

By the mid-1330s, the Anglican Church
had stationed resident Messengers in
Wabowden.” The old Anglican Church and
Mission House were built around 1836,
followed by a parish hall in 1938. Soon
afterward, the Roman Catholic Church
was completed on the Point, where it
remained until the 1930s, when it was
moved to its present location. The arrival

Roman Catholic Church, early 19905,
[courtesy Catherine Moleod)

Wabowden Anglican Church, August 1926
{courtesy Provincial Archives of Maniloba,
Oorcthy Baker Collection, #257)

of thase churches had an impact on the
treaty Indian residents of the town. These
people were still considered a federal
responsibility, even though living off
reserve. Consequently, their children had
been excluded fram the provincially-funded
public schoot in Wabowden, based on the
notion that only those who paid taxes
should be allowed to send their children to
a tax-supported school. To meet tha needs
of these treaty children, who were far from
the federal Indian schools at Cross Lake
and Norway House, the missionaries set
up classrooms in the churches where
the children could be taught the basics
of reading, writing, and arithmetic. These
1850s,
when off-reserve Indian students were

classrooms operated until the

finally allowed to geo to public schools.

* Thx bromb shalter was made fram a culvarl approxmalely 2 min giamster and 4 min lenglh. & conlracler from The Pas got the jab
to fill it in. and Pete Braun hauled the grave! for the job. Pata Beaun a convarsation wilh Cathenne MeLaod, Febroary 2002,

1 Theg Messengers, ar mgre cormeclly Bishop's Messengers, were members of the Snglican religious Qrder of 51, Faith's, founded
by Marguerila Fowler (1884-197() in 1928 a1 Brandon, Maniloba Serving in the remote and norhern sectians of ihe Dipcase af
Brandan, they provided Christhzn Service to the cammunily, and. inthe absance of tha clergy, they could also baptise, bury, z2nd hoid
regular prayer and church services. For more information zee bl piecllactions.c.ge. caloreaimanaanRahig! 10_htm.
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Wabowden Communily Clubk, 17 May 1954
focurtesy Alleen Turner)
Prasentation af 3 $100 chegue 1o the Wabowden Community Clib. fLeft to Righi)
Ray Gohay {oropretr of the Sifver [oaf Hotell, Mr W Yohoheo Mrs R Bohay
Mrs, Kathering Jonassen, Mrg Mary Doughty and Mr L Cran

FParents whose children attended the
provincially-fundad school at Wabowden
faced their own challenges. After the war
was over, the lownspeople raised money
through the Wabowden Community Club
for some much-needed repairs o the
neglected school building. - Jim Cran and
John Pollog putina concrete basement, Jim
Cran and Ray Bohay installed a furnace,
and Joe Monias painted the exterior walls.”
A fence was also constructed around the
playground to protect the pupils from stray
horses. All labour for these improvements

was donated by the community. Even the
trustees, Alex Bailey, Henry Harpe, and
Mike Fazkowski devoted time to roofing
the building.”

In September of 1946, with fifly-three
pupils enrolled in the one-room schoal,
it became chvious that something larger
was needed, and a two-storey addition
was attached to the old school to grovide
the required classraom space. This sarved
the community until a larger school for
Kindergarten to Grade Nine was built in
1959,

TP school was lacaled ngnl across the CWH facks fram Dawvidsons Store an propery aoouped aow by Jm and Frances Meivor
ILhad a wood [um@co o Re Basermont, and Bosezolla Browtedte tarnembeis gulhbng woad wild L "throogh 8 chute on bhe side”
Raosezella Brow:lelle in conversation with Cathering Mcbeod, lanuarny 2002,

© Laune ShoshAmson. John Follag was & laca lrapper and Ray Bohay lhe manager of he hotel Rosezella Browillette in canversation

wilhh Cashenne Molaosd, January 2002,

¥ Baley Harpe, and Fazsowski all worked for the CNE Rosezella Braoillette i conedrsghan wilh Cathenne Molood 2002 Honng
Harge tived al Wabowden fram 1945 1o 1962, then iived in The Fas unbl 1992 when he moved 10 Winnipeg. F Henry Harpe in

comversalicn witt B Shurmill-Beaurronl, B and 18 March 2002,

87



During the 1850s, Cecil Smith, a local
conservation officer, organised the curling
club, which included Stan McCrae, Frank
Funk, Henry Harpe, Jim Cran, and other
interested pecple from the community.”
Nobody had extra money, so the club
members put their heads together and
came up with a relatively low-cost plan to
build a rink. The sale of a team of horses
donated for that purpose provided them
with much needed start-up money.” They
dlso acguired building materials from an
old army barracks at the radar site up
the line at Bird. Dismantied and brought
down to Wabowden, the barracks were
reassembied into a respectable two-sheet
curling rink.” All this was accomplished
by volunteer labourers, who also went
across Setting Lake for logs to frame the
ice sheets” Once these were in place,
the rink was flooded, and the fun began.
Far a number of years, that rink provided
an outlet for Wabowden's avid curlers and
their supporters.”

Wabowden got its first police detachment
in 1945, when two officers were moved
intg town from Gillam, Much later, when
construction  was underway at the
Thempson mine in 1957, Wabowden had
the only holding facilities for the area.
Frisoners were taken from the mine site
by gas car to Wabowden, where they
were locked up until appearing in court
before magistrate Jim Cran.” On cold
winter nights, they were given a room in
the Silver Leaf Hotel. Police officer Elmer
Cutts recalled that at such times he never
worried about locking them up because
there was nowhere for them {o escape
during the winter. The detachment was
closed and moved to Thompson in 1961,
hut the need for a police station between
Thompson and The Pas soon pecame
apparent, and a new R.C.M.F office was
established in 1965.”

'n 1955, the Department of Agriculture
established a sub-station of the Brandon

'* McCrag was the shop fgreman tar the CHR at Wabowden. Funk and Harpe were also railnoaders. F. Henry Harpe in conversation

wilh R. Shirrifi-Beaumoent, 18 Margh 2002,

Hibid. Harpe thinks the horses wera brooghl down frem Bird, Possibly thaey were used by the radar stalian there.

"* Typical af rinks throughoul rural Maniteba, Wabowden's consisted of two enclosed sheels of ice 35 well a5 & healed “waiting room”
a1 one #nd, which had a series of windows facing the ice far specialars walching the games The cuding club also had a concassicn
oooth, whore poople could Doy coffee, dienks, and snacks. Information pravided by Helen Dram gnd Bannie Menias, 7 June

2002,

" F. Henry Harpe in converzalion with R . Shicit-Beaemont, 18 March 2002,

" Catherine Moleod, March 2002; Rober B, Shinnie in conversation with R. Shimid-Beaument, 16 March 2002,

™ This waz J.Z Cran, but J#. Cran had beon the magistrate in earier ysars. The jail” was a small, square building cwnad by Dick
Dravidson on groperty between the racks snd tha lake now oocupied by Enc Nilasen. Alox Jonasson i convarsaton with Cathenng

McLeod, January 2002,

"™ Three officors are prasenily staliened i Wabawden. They patrel abtul 43 k narth and 50 k sputh along Highway 8, and abouat 70-T5
k on Provingial Road 373 to Cross Lake. Information provided by Catnenme Moleod, Jancary 2002,
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Experimental Farm, Wabowden, n.d.
(eruresy Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada)

Experimental Farm in Wabowden. [is
purpose was to test vanous methods of
fertilization, to try out different ways of
clearing and draining land, and tc conduct
expeniments to find the most successful
crops for the climate. V. W. Bjarnason was
in charge of this sub-station from 1955 to
1957, In 1957, Peter Braun took over and
ran the experimeantal farm until it closed in

1963,

It is a matter of record that Wabowden
first got electricity in November 1963, but
few know that this innovation was inspired
by a flock of chickens owned by two local
entrepreneurs named Carl Fortney and
Robert Shinnie” Quick to recognize an
opportunity when they saw it, Carl and
Eob obtained laying hens, which they fed

oh grain purchased at a dollar a bushel
from local "farmers,” whose enterprise
gave naw meaaning to the term.” Indeed,
their unorthodox harvest methods did not
resemble in any way, shape, or form those
used by more traditional agriculturists,
They simply headad for the local CNR
yards, where they rolled up their shir-
sleeves, put their hands 1o the broom, and
swapt oul the ampty grain cars returning
from the Port of Churchill. With this steady
supply of chicken feed, Karl and Bob were
able to increase their flack to a thousand
birds and supply eggs to the local stores
and nearby reservas at a much lower cost
than competitors from the south.”

It was the purchase of a small generator, in
order to provide adequate light in the hen-
houses. that eventually led to the idea of
wiring the whole town.* Rock Island Power
Limited was formed in 1960 by Shinnie,
who became president of the company,
and Bill Martin, who was a lawyer from
The Pas. They abtained a charter from the
Government of Manitoba, then instafled
a diesel electric generator and power
grit according to Hydro specifications.
Eack Island Power began generating with
sixty-five subscribers, including twenty

<+ Bhinnie was @ pil for Teal A, then when that company closad, he went g work for Lamb Air which operaied float planes out of
Wabawlen far a number of pears. Bobert B, Shanre in conversatian vath B, Shireet-Beaomant & and 16 8Barch 2002,

" Iig Ther first ghicken Bara was at Rocx 13land Farm on e nonf side of Wabowdon near Rock 1sland Lake, Later, ey had o
karns rear Shinnig's hause, one for young poults and the ather far laying hens After the chicken business was disconhneesd, The

EFulldings were sold 1o the Deschaenes and convered imo houses.

“Iid. The 0ggs were lransoonsd by air, when Bob delwered supplos for the HBC

 lhid The generatar provided power for Shinnie's hause as welf as far the ights and ventilaing fans in the hen-houses. Bob helieves
Llhey may alsa have sold power o the hele! and passibby the HBC a1 that fune.
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commercial services.™ In 1865, it was
taken over by Manitoba Hydro, which
aperated the generating plant for a time
befare bringing in hydroelectric power from
its new development on the nearby Nelson
River.

In the late 1350s, Wabowden served
as a base camp in the Nicke! Belt for
prospectars  involved in the mingaral
search then taking place in Northern
Manitoba. Several airways operated oul
of Wabowden, transporting supplies and
equipment to geologists and prospectors.
These airways, Taylor Air, Teal Air, Trans-
Air, Lamb Air, and Cross Lake Air played
a major role in the growth of the mining
industry in the north.,™ All are gone now,
except Cross Lake Air, which still operates
out of Wabowden as a charter and freight
service,”

Air transponrt was important to Wabowden
even before the search for minerals bagan.
Jack Hone, the first bush pilot, arrived
in about 1931.7 In the late 1930s, Jack
Stephenson used & Tiger Moth bBi-plane
to fransport fraight for the commercial
fishermen in the area. In 1846, Eric
Taylor began flying out of Wabowden in
his small two-passenger plane, hauling

passengers, fish, and mail. Within a few
years, his business grew to include two
moare planes and pilots. Eric was well
liked in the north, and his dedication to his
work was legendary. Regrettably, he died
in a plane crash on 17 November 1952,
while trying to take the mail inta Cross

Eric Taylor (2 May 198 - 17 November 1952)
(eourlesy Cathering Meleod}
Criginglly frorm Sashatchewan, Taplor did over 52
Bortlurter mcasans i Gecmary. He was one of e first
prtots with & bush plane cperation n Wabowden,

 |bad. The gnd covared ihe anfire town and the vasl majonty of households.

* |oid. Tayter Aar was bosght out by Teal A, which was owned by Jirn Shore of Winmiped. Trans-Ar was ona of the farerunners of
Canadian Aidines, which was eventually absorted by Air Canada.

# Crogs Lake Air was slarted by Gearge Oram, atter Teal Air went hankiupt Lsing flaal planes, the Company senvad tha fy-in fish

campg, as wiell a5 e Weunsl rade, onlil 2002,

# Aibeen Turner in conversation with R, Shimt-Beaumont, 23 October 2003, Adleen cecalls that Dick Cavidson boilt 8 howse for Hone

and his wife g rent
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Memorial tc Eric Taylor, Wabowden, 2001
(coutesy Raymond Shirritt-Beaumont)
The inscriplion reads: “May our youlh of loday tve 1o
serve pthers as he so faihfully dig ™

Lake during a snowstorm. In recognition
of their esteem for this great northern pilot,
the communities of Melson House, Cross
Lake, and VWabowden esach erected a
monument to honour his memary.

With the mining boom that occurred in
the 1850s came a population increase
at Wabowden. In 1956, the government
census put the town's population at only
two hundred and eighty four people, but
by 1860 there were over five hundred
residents. In 1960,
Restaurant was torn down and replaced
by Oscar Thorsteinson's Starlite Cafe.”
This building was later bought by Don
and Gladys Deschenes, who eventually
sold it to the Jonasson family. Today this
building, known as the Wabowden lce
Cream Parlour, is operated by Myma

the old Gislason

Dram. Wabowden’s first liguor store, which
opened in the corner of Art Stephenson's

store, was established in the early
1960s.”
Construction began on  the highway

between The Pas and Thompson in 1959,
and it was completed in 1864. Formerly,
the only roads had been made of railway
ties. In some places, the road was only
a tractor trait ploughed through the bush.
According to Paul Chryn, who ran a taxi
service in Wabowden at the time when the
roads were just being buiil, many people
used to travel with ptywood strapped to the
tops of their cars. They would lay the wood
over any places in the road that were o0
muddy and soft ta drive through, and then
would slowly drive over the plywood. This
trick prevented them fram getting stuck
in soft ground. In cases when people

Wabkowden lce Cream Parlour, May 2003
(courtesy Catherine MoLeod)

#* According to Florence Hamilten, Jon Gis!sson was the first gwner. Frances Hall vaguely remembers the name SGisfason beng
associgied with 2 restaurant, localed samewhere betwaesn tha past affize and 1ha hatal. She also (hinks ha Sperated s restaorant
prot 14 Mary Googhly, 50 tha buildirg most have Daen 0 when i was o down, Franoes Hall in conversation with Cathering

Molood, March 2002,

¥ This was Ctick Davidsgn's ¢ld store, which Stephensan had purchased. fematen groevded by Cathenne MoLeod, Marsh 2002
Hewraver, Slephensan bad previdusly operatad a smaller stora behind the rce craam oarloar. Robet O Stinnid n consvarsatson with

F. Shirntt-Boaumant, 16 March 2002,
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Wabowdan, Manitoba, 1554
(courtesy Provincial Archives of Manitoba,
John Reifschnaider Collection, #218)

got hopelessly stuck in the clay, one of
the tractors that patrolled the road would
come and drag them qut. Many travellers
lost their bumpers that way.

In the early sixties, the town had exchange
telephone service, but this was only in
operation between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays. However, by
the end of the decade, the construction of
a microwave tower made dial telephones
possible, and also enabled residents to
tune into CBC radio and television. The
outside world was not sc far away any

mare.

Up until 1967, Wabowden was under the
jurisdiction of a resident administrator from
The Pas. Recommendations were sant to
the administrator by & local advisory counci

an things such as road improvements and
other matters of local concern. Under the
guidance of the Department of Northern
Affairs, the advisory council developed &
more independent systemn with a mayor
and community council. The first elected
maycr was Don Mclvor, and the first
council included Peter Braun, Jack Mchear,
Rudy Becker, and William Wacheil.”

Ouring its first few months of operation,
Council wrote the town by-laws and
worked out a town planning concept to
deal with the many new businesses and
residential areas that were developing. All
the roads in town were gravelled and ciled,
a town clean-up campaign was initiated,
and regular garbage pick-up began.
Today, the Wabowden Community Council
administers public works, including water

Yabowden Community Council Office, 2001
[courtesy Raymond Shirrit-Beaumant)

# The first election was in 1963 or 1970, Rudy Becker 521 on councl for aboul ten years. He arginally came o yYabawden (g work on
Ihe construction of Highway 6. Later, he helped build the Scab and Man:brdge mines, Ihen worked in them until Ihey shul down.
Fram 1984 10 1885, he aparaled a garage along (ha highway where Myt filling stalion is now. He then warked a1 the school in
rnainterarce. Bill Wachall, ancther cocncillor, was also involved in highway consiroclion and fraighied fual as wall to South Indian
Lake by tractor brain. Later, he and nig wile joinlly operated 3 litle garage and coffee shop. Information provided by Catherning

Mol eod. March 2002,
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The old winter road 1o Cross Lake.

The Hudson Bay Stere and Store House.
Frank Callow's garage and Coffee Shop.
Bill and Rase Wachell's home.

to the present location next to “The Lucky

Collar" Stere, the old Bay Store location).

The old Curling Rink built with materiais from

an old army barracks further up the Bay line.

. C.M. Eound House Location {It burned down
some time before this picture was taken).

. @M. Dwellings where the Road Master,
dispatch agent, etc. stayed.

. G.N. Tool Heuse

Hudsan Bay Warehouse [before it was moved

Wabowdaen
In ihe background is Goose Lake, now called Rock Island Laka

10.C.M. Housas

11,
12,

13,
14,
15
18.
17
18,
19.
20.
21,
22,
23

C.N. Bunk Houses

Bob and Shirley Shipnie's hemne. In front of
their place was the Bailey's house,

The old Silver Leaf Hotel

Oscar Thorsteinson's Coffee Shop

. C.N. Telegraph Office

.M. Water Tank

Imperial Oil Station

Jack Stevenson's house and ware house
Old Pierone's house (Ernest's mom and dad)
John and Martha Beebe's house

.M, Station

Cad and Minnie Fortney's former house

Mrs. Cochrane’s house



treatment and distribution, waste disposal,
road maintenance, and
maintenance, Emergency sernvices,
such as fire fighting and ambulance,
as well as recreation at the Ke-Na-Now
Centre Recreation Complex, are under
its jurisdiction. [t also supplies funding
for numercus communpity projects and
is active in job creation projects for the
town.” Five full-ime employeas have been
hired to carry out its day-to-day activities.”

infrastructure

The town's economy received a boost in
the 1570s through foresiry and minerai
development. In 1972, Churchill Forest
Industries began a logging operation at
Sipiwesk employing fifty pecple to provide
wood for its plant in The FPas, which later
came under the management of Manfor,
then Repap, and now Tolko. Several
logging companies were operating {ocally
in 2001, including Grass River Lagging
owned by Garry Mosiondz, Nelson River
Logging {Jim and Albert Mclvor}, Mud
Lake Logging (Brian Shlachetka), H.
Mosiondz and Son, and Wabman Trucking.
In that vyear, they collectively employed
approximately seventy men and worked in
a wide area that included the region about
Thicket Portage, Pikwitonei, Thompson,
and Leaf Rapids.

Fish Processing Plant, 2001
{counesy Raymond Shirrilt-Begumont)

The Freshwater Fish Marketing Cor-
poration operates a fish processing plant
at Wabowden, which was built in the |ate
1870s to service fishermen locally, as
well as at Cross Lake, Thicket Portage,
FPikwitonei, Snow Lake, and Norway
House. The plant produces close to two
millian pounds of fish annually and hires
many seasonal employees.” Itis the aim of
the corporation to be the leading marketer
of freshwater fish products in Manitoba and
a high-quality ard dependable supplier that
gives value to the customer and increased

returns to the fishermen.

A number of mines were opened in the
area at about this time, too, Wabowden
initially supplied construction  workers,
then services such as shopping and
entertainment for the miners. The test
mines at Bucko Lake and Bowden Lake
showed promise, but in both cases the

“ln 2002 . 1he commumity cauncil conssts of Mayor Feq Medde and Counsillors Lean Bersorn Waltar Becker, Ross Foure, Kon
Harrmian, Frances Malvor, And Cathernneg MeLeod. Informabion grovided by Cathenne MoLeod. 12 March 2002

Y Tho employecs ane; admimnstrator, Kendi Clearwater clerk: Malnda Fourre; Publc Weorks Clargnce Bayer, Allan Jahason;
Recreation Dawny Bayer Informaton provided by Cathenne Melead, 12 March Z00E

- Leon Benson, Frestwater Fish Markaling Corporabion. in a letter fo Catkerne McLeod. 10 March 2002,
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nickel deposits were located under the
lake bed and too difficult to reach. Shaft
sinking was suspended on Bowden Lake
in 1971 at a depth of three hundred and
forty-seven feet and at Bucko Lake in 1973
at a depth of one thousand ane hundred
and seventeen feet. Other mines in the
Wabowden area, such as Manibridge and
Soab Creek, grew into small communities.
The nearest of these, Manibridge Mine,
opened in 1972, With a capacity of a
thousand tons of nickel milled per day,
it employed approximately two hundred
people, some of whom resided with their
families at the mine site, while others
settled in Wabowden. & seventy-three-unit
trailer court was built to accomrnodate
them.

Between 1970 and 1977, when Manibridge
Mine was in production, Wabowden's
population rose by almost fifty per cent.
A larger schoal was built to accommaodate
the increased number of school children
in fown, Opened in September 1874,
it contained classrooms from Nursery
to Grade 12, the first school in town to
include a high school section, and it also
had the town's first gymnasium. Around
this time a new police station, as well as
a residence for its officers, was built. A

MNurzing Station, 2001
(courtesy Raymond Shirrit-Beavmont)

fire station was also built, a fire truck and
ambulance purchased, and a volunteer
fire fighting crew formed. Construction
was completed on a new nursing station.™
Some street lighting was installed in 1975,
and partial sewer and water services were
installed in the community in 1973." Under
the Manitoba Government's rural sewer
and water assistance program, half of
the installation cost was covered by a
grant, while the other half was paid by the
community.

Wabowden finally realized its dream of
having & recreation complex i 1974
when, after three years of planning, the
foundation was laid for the Ke-Na-Now
Centre. The complex, built in slightly over
a year, contains two sheets of curling ice, a

" By 2002 1hir nursing Station amployed bws nursas and & commgnity Bealih worker, Theng is no reskdent docior in YWabowden, and
none comes 1o the nursing station. Noersas handla minar madical prgblarms ae well as public health, Rome care, school kealth,
diabetes, blogd pressdre, and pranatal cinice. They alsa provede a call service duting the evening after requlas office hours and on
holidzys, Senows medical cases are medi-vaced to Thompson. Informalicn provided by Cathenne Mclecd, March 2002,

* Almaost all of Waktwwden's rasidents ara npw connegied i waler and sewer, and sireel lights have been insialled throughaul Ihe
conmunity. Infermatien providad by Cathenie MeLeod, March 2002
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Ke-Ma-Mow Community Centre, 2003
(courlesy Cathering MoLeod})

regulation-size ice hockey and skating rink,
change rooms, a concession stand, and an
office and community lounge. Measuring
forty metres [134 ff] by eighty-two and
a half metres |275 #t.], the five hundred
thousand doflar (§500,000} complex was
completed with money fram community
council, Falconbridge Nickel Mings Ligd.,
government grants, and local residents.
Much of the |ocal fund-raising was done
by the Liens Club, the Busy Bees Club,
the local MMF, curling and community
clubs, and the student council.® In 1877,
Manibridge Mine was shut down. The
Manibridge townsite was closed, and the
mineworkers moved away. Wabowden's
population dropped to seven hundred and
fifty residents, compared toits 1971 census
of one thousand and fifty-one. Wabowden
Schoai lost seventy of its three hundred

students.” For a time, there was increased
unemployment and welfare, but Wabowden
has singe successfully adjusted. The
town's population has stabilized at around
six hundred residents

Commercial fishing, logging, mining,
government employment, trapping and
other traditicnal resource harvesting, and
the service industry now provide the basis
for the town's economy, Setting Lake Park,
scenic attractions such as Sasagiu Rapids
and Pisew Falls, and numerous nearby
lakes make Wabowdean a popular vacation
spot. Many tourists return summer after
surmmer to camp and fish here. The future
looks promising. As a result of the forward-

Mal Johnson School
[courtesy Hans Amald)

¥ This community centre continues 1a be a focal pent of seoal 1ife n Watowden. Dunng a recenl week-end. il hosted a 206-rink
women s curling faurmament, a5 wall a5 a men's hackey tourmament It is open most days for hockey praclice and pther rege sporls.
as wel as fable qamaes ke png pong, sl organised through the secreational dirgctor. There arg binga games oo, onde 3 wack,

Infarmmatian provided by Catherine McLeod. March 2002,

¥ Togay. he schogl has twalve eachers, bwalve non-taachong siaff, and one hundred and seventy students. nursery 1o grade fwelve.
I was renamad Mal Johrgon Schedl, 24 Cotober 1981, m hongur &f Mehkan A, Jghngson, 1944- 1980, 3 community leader, s was
asnooally ramembared by the Sludents as a carng friend and bus driver lor thirteen yaars.

* The lown has a slgze, 2 herel and moetel. bwa restauranis, a schoa), a gas slalion. three churches, & recreation ceolre. and a fish

precesting planl
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Sasaglu Rapids, 2001
(courlesy Adele Lafreniere}

looking attitude of mayor and council, the
Wabowden Development Corporation was
astablished with an office in the community
council  building, prospective
employers can cbtain information on
business opportunities. They can also
utilize the resident
community development
officer, who works to obtain funding for

where

services of the
economic

economic and cemmunity development.
Successful  projects  undertaken by
the office include tfruck driver training,
the Community Connection Program
(Computer Access), and business stan-
ups. The officer has also investigated the

feasibility of a day-care centre, supervised
fund-raising for playground equipment,
arranged workshops and seminars, and
co-ordinated entertainment for the school
and community.”

Wabowden is a busy piace, but it is not all
work. The Abel Hall Memcrial Sled Dog
Races have been heid at the beginning
of February for the past five years. The
two-day event begins on the night before
the races with a supper at the Ke-Na-Now
Recreation Centre to honour the mushers
followed by a jigging contest. There is also
an End of Winter Camival to “celebrate
winter and the coming warmer months.”
The Wabowden .Jamboree is ancther
annual event, held in September, where
“residents and visitors have the opportunity
to sing till their heart's content.”

Wabowden is a good place to live. It has
faced challenges over the years, and
undoubtedly there will be more in the future.
However, with imaginative development of
its many assets, it has the promise of a
prosperous and stable future.

= |nforanation povided by Diana Delargnde-Colombe via Catherine Mol eod, March 2002,

0 Explore Morthern Moritobs 's Grass River Cormidor, 2002-2003 Vistors Guida (Flin Flon: Grass River Comidor Tounsm Assogialipn],

ar.
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Appendix One
The Other Family of

F

T

Charles McLaeod at Chimney Site, 1954
icourtesy Catherine Molend)

Charles Mcleod of Wabowden has
long  been intrigued by the old
chimney site on Setting Lake, but he had
nG idea that his connection with the place
went beyond curiosity. Imagine his surprise
when he discovered that he was the direct
descendant of the man who was in charge
of that post more than two hundred years
ago. In fact. Charles traces his lineage
back through his mother Ethel Mcleod
to her father, HBC clerk Charles Begg
Isbister, who was born in 1869 to Williarm
Isbister, HBC postmaster at Oxford House.

William Sinclair (c. 1766-1818)

William was the scn of another HBC
postmaster named John Isbister and his
wife Fanny Sinclair, who was a daughter
of William Sinclair. So that makes Charles
a great-great-great-grandson of William
Sinclair, something we did not know until
recently because the information was hard
to find in Ihe old records. The reason for
this is fairly simple. William Sinclair had a
family he acknowledged in his will, but he
had 2 second one of which he made no
mention whatsoever,

Grave of Willlam Sinclair {c. 1 7861818},
York Factary Cemetery, 1957,
[courtesy Hudson's Bay Company Archwes, Provingal
Archives of Manitgha, HBCA 1935/a483)
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In the Hudson's Bay Company Archives,
there is & letter circa 1815 from the London
Committee regquasting informaticn on the
families of its officers at York Factory’
Scrawled at the bottom of a draft copy
of this letter is a list
of those officers and
the number of children
each had, with one
exception.’ Instead
of a number beside
the name of William
Sinclair, there is an
emphatic "“Nol No! No!”
Evidently, Sinclair was
upset by this intrusion
into his private affairs,
but there is nothing
in the text to indicate
why. The olvious
question  is:  What
exactly was William
unwilling to reveal?

a private letter dated G

August 1845 written by Donald Ross, the
officer in charge at Norway House, to HBC
Governor George Simpscn. In it, Ross
complained about an alleged attermpt by
the Rev. James Evans, the Methodist

Donald Rosxs
Artist: Paul Kane
A clue can be found In (counesy Provingial Archives of British Columbia)

Missionary at Norway House, io entice
John Isbister, the postmaster at Melson
House, away from HBC service and into
mission work., Then he added,

The real drift of his
[Evans'| comversation
of yesterday  wilh
Ishister rcan oy
be thoroughly  ap-
preciated by  ffose
who are acquaiited
with  John  Ishisler's
family connections, hs
wife being a reputed
half-sister of James
Sinclair of Red Eiver,
and  sister o Ben
Sinclair  our  former
stegrsman  who 0%
Aow under a course
of instriiction for the
Missionary Ministry.

This is an intriguing
reference,  because
William Sinclair  only
acknowledged  chil-
dren by his Cree wife
Nahoway. Now here
was a claim that he
had at least two other children, namely
the wife of John Isbister and her brother
Ben Sinclair. How could this be explained?
First of aill, the word “reputed” was a
euphemism in fur trade parlance for an

' Prowincial Srchives of Manitoba (PAM]. Hudson's Bay Company Archives (HBECA), E&55, to. 128, Prvate Recards, Papers Relalng

to Disturbances, 1819-18189. mil 4MTI10.

? This drafl lefier was filed n an unusual place and aithcough §rocorded the HBGA scurce at the wme, | have nol been able 1o find it

since. Raymond Shirnit-Beaumont, Jurc 2003

* Grifish Columbia Archives [BCAY AE RTA-R7T3E, Donald Ross Papers. Donatd Ross to George Simpson, 6 August 1845,
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unacknowledged family relationship, in
this case an unacknowltedged sister and
brother of James Sinclair, the well-known
son of William Sinclair and Nahoway.
Since Ross was in a position to know, it
is strong evidence that Sinclair had more
than one family.

Ben Sinciair was from Oxford House, where
he was listed as "Ben Sinclair or Moose o
ecat” an the Indian Census of 18538 along
with two brothers, "Nee pen wees cum”
and "Jermn or Kay quois chestum.”” Nee pen
waes cUm was baptised under the name
John Sinclair by James Evans in 1840 and,
like Ben, hecame involved in the Methodist
Mission at Norway House. Jem Sinclair
or Kay guois chestum was a hunter, who
seams o have remained at Oxford House.”
Another brother named Peemootaicapo,
possibly known as Gecrge Sinclair, may
have remained there as well. All of thase
men were connected to a chief at Oxford
House named Aissaysaipeau. In fact, Kay
quois chestum was the chief's “eldest
son,” Peemootaicapo his [second?]} "san,”
and Nee pen wees cum his “third son.”

Ben Sinclair (Moese O Coot)
{courtesy Uniked Church Archivies)

Although Ben was not so designated,
as the youngest of these men, he was
probably the fourth sen’’

Fanny isbister was also connected to
Aissaysaipeau. In her scrip application,

*Pak, FECH B 2320410, fo 41, Work Factory Miscrllaneaus, 1BOR-1229, Oxfard House Ceasus 1838, mi 1MG03

“PAM R145 GR 1212, lem 10 Morway Hoose Wesleyan Methadst Register of Baptizms 1840-132%, eniny 100 His wile v entry

191 Ben and bos wele Mamarg! werd enlnes 92 and 59,

Jom Sinclar and his sons George and Roben were amang [he Oxiare Flouse honters n 185351857 Soe PAM. HBCA. B 156/d0'83.
Ceford Howse Inchan Ledger 1855 and B. 1536486 1sland Lake Indian Debl Book, 1854, mf. 1MSE4. Jem. or James had at feast
seven chirren His son James. aged 13 years. wag baphaed al Qzferd Houge in 1840 PAM. R4S GR 1212, Wem 100 enlry 92
Fegoy dged 11, was baphsed af Norway Housen 1543 1hed ety 401 Jfane aged 7 years, Guorge, syed 4 yeads, and Mary. aged
& years, wine baphsed at Oxford Howse n 1844 Thid,, eniries 455457, Roberd, aged 2 weeks, $on of James and Jenny Sinclair,
Marway House |sic]. and Kify, a daughier of James and Janey Sinclar, Oxford Hause, wars 2aptised n 1845 1kd | entries 500 and

S2d respechvely

TEob. HMBCA. 31596210 o 3 23d. 24 240 Quford Hoose Pose deumal, *S27-1828. mé, *RA15.

" PARE R145, GR 1212 tem 10, entey 347
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she stated that she was born on 1 March
1818, the daughter of William and Margaret
Sinclair, but on the 1870 Census she said
that she was born in 18186, and herfather's
narme was Essissepow.’ More information
on that connection can be gleaned from
the OGxford House HBC journals. On 13
April 1828, for instance, “The Chiefs wife
and daughter came bringing furs for one
of her sons called Piemootaicapo.”” On
the 26 April 1828, “The chiefs old wife with
2 of her sons & her daughter arrived the
old lady and daughter are come to remain
the Sons have brought their furs."™ They
were still at the post in May, when “the
Chiefs old Wife” was put to work smaoking
fish.” Later that month, two drunken men
"Knocked down the chiefs old Wifes Tent
and frightened her so” that she ran for
satety to the quarters of Richard Grant, the
post manager.™

Evidently the woman and her daughter
were living nearby. They were still there
a year later, when Calin Robertson was in
charge of both the post and the winter roacl

project underway near Oxford House. On
6 April 1829, he reported,
The Esfablishment has this day been
thrown into Some disorder by a young
woman the daughter of one of our Chiefs,
who has been residing afl winter af this

pface and QOccassionally assisting the little
Girl in aftending on my farnify™

This young woman, whom Robenson
described as “scarcely fifteen years of
age,” began to have fits followed by
accurate "revelations” about the sins of
nearly everyone at the fort.” Her calls
for general repentance turmed the place
up-side-down for the better part of two
days, but after her demands settled on
ihe young man she claimed God wanted
her to marry, Robertson's patience came
to an end. After threatening her with a
pail of cold water, he noted that the fits
soon ceased. Nevertheless, Robertson
sympathised with the young woman, who
had been “labouring under accnsiderable
depression of Spirits, from the choice
her Parents had made in the Sellection
of a Husband, having already fixed her

* Malicnal Archives of Canada (NAC), RG 15, vol. 1507, General Inday; to tanitcba and Northwest Temilories Hall-Breed and Criginal
Wile Selllars, 1BBS; PAM, Mamteba Archives, Consus of Maniteba, 1878, Scrip was a ane-tima payment in cash or land made afler
1870 by the Government of Canada to axhireguish the Atadginal entiternant of persons af mixed Eompeand'Abonginal background

in Manitzba and 1he Meth West Terrtonos,
" PAM, HBCA, B.156M M0, . 224,
"ibid., T, 24.
b, fo. 25.

" hud., fo. 254.

" PAM, HECA, B.156/aM, fo. 22, Ouford Howse Joumak, 1B28-1220 mb. iM115. There was ancther man named Teatom a1 Oxford
House in 1328-15829 that Robertson called “chiel,” But he was connected with e winter road. Asssaysaipean was a hunter

'3 bid., f. 23,
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affections on one more pleasing to the
Eye " Indeed,

she dispfayed no small portion of ingenusty
in attempting to profit by the ascendancy
she had thus acginred, in bringing her own
case under the favourable consideration
of frier parenis. or those who rmight have
some influence over them, which evinced
an adroifness rarely to be met in so
young aperson, either in this or any other
country.”

Robertson named  anyone
connected with this incident, but existing
records provide clues. The "old wife's”

Newver

husband was undoubtedly Aissaysaipeau,
from whom she was separated in 1828,
perhaps because he had taken a “young
wife."” The older lady had her teenaged
daughter with her, in all likelihood the
only one still unmarried.” If this inference
is accurate, then Fanny Sinclair was the
young woman in the incident described
by Colin Robertson. Not only was she the
daughter of Aissaysaipeau, but her age on
her baptismal record in 1842 was within a
year of being the same as the unidentified
YyOung  woman.
unmarried in 1828 and undoubtedly living

Moreover, Fanny was

ek, fo 24d

at Oxford House. John Isbister was thera,
too. Richard Grant left him in charge of the
post during the summer of 1828, and he
was still in Oxford House on 1 June 1830
when his purchases suggested that Fanny
had already entered his life.” Their eldest
daughter was born eight months later on 1
February 1831~

On the basis of all the available evidence,
it would appear that Fanny Sinclair was
the young weman at the centre of events
in Oxford House during April 1828. If
50, at the height of the commotion, she
“opaned upon her nearest relations, and
the conduct of her parents was adverted
in language truly painful."” Disturbed as
she was at the time, those allusions to
her parents' conduct protrably included
references to her own patrimony and
that of other members of her family. We
have no direct evidence concerning
Alssaysaipeau's relationship with William
Sinclair, but in traditional Cree culture, a
man might offer his wife for a time to a
friend or trade associate and raize as his
own any offspring that resulted. Indeed,

U AissaysEmpeay was altentive o s new wifie Whon R came in o settla s detn in May 1329, he exoressed lus cancern ler her,
Robenson recorded, I | canng purchase rom he men 2 Blanket & a e of Chelb for hes youngsaFe. | care nothong about iiyself
[Says the old Gentlemnan bul F st confass | am alitle ashamed when | See my Wil So o:ditol " ted | fo 30d

" There may have been fwo other marmed daugniers On 29 Apr 1828, "the chiefs Son Piemoutal capo’” wenlio "Hell's Gate to lind his
Brothers in Law Billy Moar & Cheemaunch.” PAM, HBCA B 158240, fo 244

“led o 230 BO154AAN S, e 4405, fsland Lake Servants Advances al York Factory, Summer 1830, mi. JMGET.

- PAM.RI9E GR 12120 1k 10, entry 348,

Y PAM HBCA B 166217 o, 224
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this old custom, or something close o it,
was practised at Oxford Houze as late
as 1829, when Colin Robertson wrote
at some length about it in a letter to a
neighbouring post manager.” The incident
he described appeared to have been a
temporary arrangement, but that was not
always the case. Certainty the relationship
between Aissaysaipeau and William
Sinclair may have extended over many
years. The custom of wife-sharing was
perfectly acceptable in the context of a
Cree hunting culture that often lived on the
edge of starvation. [n such circumstances,
it was important to establish as many
close relationships as possible  with
one’s neighbours, because these bonds
could come in handy during a crisis.
Aissaysaipgau undoubtedly experienced
the disastrous hunting conditions that
finally prompted sixty families to desert the
low country around York Factory in 1811,
As a result, he may have been highly
motivated to seek favour with Sinclair, so
that he could call on him for provisions
when hunting failed. Aissaysaipeau may
have reasoned that Sinclair, who was

already known as a good trader “belov'd
by the Matives,” would be more likely to
comply with such a request, if his own
children were involved.”

On the other hand, if Aissaysaipeau
was incapable of fathering the children
50 essential to the survival of his small
hunting band, he would have been doubly
motivated to seek out a closer relationship
with Sinclair. Although there is no direct
evidence that Sinclair fathered any of
Aissaysaipeau's children, other than Fanny
and Benjarnin, there are some provocative
hints. In an 1830 letter to Robert Miles,
who was married to Sinclair's daughter
Betsy, Colin Robertson mentioned "Geoprge
your relation {accarding to the rites of the
country).”™ This was “George the Indian,”
or “the chiaf Son george,” who worked for
Robertson at Oxford House that winter.”
George may have been Piemootaicapo,
who was described as Alsssaysaipeau's
zon. Two of Aissaysaipeau's other sons are
possibilities, too. Although there is no direct
evidence that Jem or Kay quois chestum
and Neeg pen wees cum were Sinclair's
children, the fact that they adopted

2 [hid., fa. Bk, Fof mare inforrmation on this cusiom, see Mandalbaum, David G, The fiains Cree (Regina: Canadan Plans Research

Cenlre, 1979, repnnt 1994, 149-150.

" when Sinclair was al Spht Lake House in 1797-1798, he was deschbed as “a good Trader, a Steady Man, and belgy'd by whe

Matives.” PAM, HBCA, Search File — William Sinciair

oAkt HBCA, B.158/aM2, To. 71, Oxtord House Journal, 1829-1830, mf. 1M115, & has been assomed that Bolsy Miles was the
daughter of Wiliam Sinclair and Mahoway, | 5o, George would probably have been her half-brother. Qn the other hand. ff she
were fhe daughter of Singlaic and Asssaysaipeaw's wile, he could have been her full brother, assuming the same pargnts, or hall-
brother, asseming George's lalhes was Aissaysaipeau. See below for the argumant that Betsy may have been Sinclairs daughies

by Aussaysapeans wile,

™ pAM, HBCA, B 156/, fo. 184, 47, 8186016, Oxford House Post Journal, 1854-1838, mf. 1116, The enry for & Novembar

1834 reads. “The Chials two sons Geosge 6 Ban amived.”
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The McLeod - Sinclalr Connection

Aigzayzaipeau William Singlair
At of the Homeguard Cree @t Owtard Hooge n the 18208, HEC officer abt Wegg's House m 17051 FR6. laler i charge
Hit children included Kay qua ches fum | James Sinclar]; Pee at Qxford House, 1798-1812 Marmied 1o Hahoway, Uy whiorm
mos tR capo [George¥ Sinclain], Mepen wayskom [John he Rad a large family. He also kad a1 leasl lyo alhes chiltlren,
Sinclair]; Moosa o coof |Benamin Sinclar); and Famry, wile Bonantr and Fanny, and passibly more by the owaile of
of John Isbster. Aissayedipean. who raised e as s owrs children.

Fanny Sinclair
Born ¢ 1812 at or near Oxford House, Draughter of Aissaysaipean's wife and William
Sanclair, In ¢ 1330, she mamried John lshister. HEC Post Master, “according 12 the
custom of the coutry ™ Children inchrded. Belzey. 1831 Jokr, 1832, James. 1833
Wilthiom . 1835, Dxig, 1237 Adom. 13200 Fomny, 18420, Moy, 1824 Robor Mlea

1848 Eler. 1850, Alexander Y352 George Barmslken, 1855 Qenjamin, 1857

William labister
HEL Past Masler, married Mary Ann Begg in 1886 Children included James
Arderson 1867, Charfes Begy, 1868, Witham Roberd Mies, 1871; Jobtr Gagmge, 1877F;
Atcxander, 1979, Wilkarn Chrste, 1881; Edith Cathenne, 1855,

Charles Beqgq Isbhistar
Baorn 18639 a1 Oxfard House. Marned Agnes Keyamaweyenew Childran included:
Wahzm Fobert AMifles, 1334 Isabalia Eden. 1896 Elizabath 1901 Agnes. 1507, irene
1908 Erhel Grace 1310 Chadia 1897127, Frark 19157 infants Luke and Camphell

Ethal Grage Ishister
Earn 28 December 1314, Marned Charles Henry Otter MeLeod 1928 Children® Egith,
1929 Charles Harpid 1531, Agras Oorobhy, 1934, Reclor Momizon, 1936 James
Alian 1933, Wansion Churchilt, 1841, Margara! Rosg, 1942, Gardon Muray, 1945

Charles H. MclLeod
Born 13 April 1931 51 Cross Lake. Macried Catharineg Blshop. Children: Bran. 1955-
1955, Grace A, 18596 Legrna Gap. 1958 Michaol Chardes, 1960, Darms Jobe, 1961,
Locraing Margarer, 1964
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Sinclair as their surname is suggestive ™ that some of them had European names
Betsy Miles may also have been a child as well.”
of Sinclair's by Aissaysaipeau's wife.

Her name was nat among those Sinclair

identified in his  will
as the children of
Mzahoway. Like Fanny,
she claimed William
and Margaret Sinclair
as her parents, which
may have been an
attempt to obscure
her  real identity.
On the other hand,
Aissaysaipeau's
“aold wife” may also
have been named
Margaret. We cannot
assume that everyone
at Oxford House only
took Christian names
in the middle of the
nineteanth century
when they became
Christians. Already

Charles MclLeod's roots are definitely
Cree and European, and although other
descendants may
have difficulty proving
their ties with William
Sincfair, it is not s0
with Charles. There
is no question that
 he can  trace his
¥ ancestors back o
'*, Fanny Sinclair, whose
. relationship to William
Sinclair is naw clearly
evident. Knowing that
connection makas
the old chimney sie
even more significant
tc Charles because
his ancestor William

Sinclair  undoubtedly

Charles Mcieod at Chimney Site, 1935 warmed himself beside

nesy Catharine McLeod : :
[courtesy Catharine Mcleod) its hearths many times

in the winter of 1795-

in contact with the traders for several

generations by this time, most of the local
Cree had Eurcpean roots, so it followed

1788, just one of those little coincidences
that makes history interasting.

™ On the othar hand, they may simpy hava adopted tha name because thair brothars Ben and Gegrge ware alceady using it.

# Forinstence, Jam. John, and Ben Sinclair each mamied davghars of 2 1ecal hunler namad Ethinlskeas and hie wife Sophia Golen,
ceuniny-tom dauger af Chisf Fagster Jaserh Colen.
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Appendix Two

“Who are the Garricks?

4 lt ! .
i "

i

AL W ST 2 O

Mrs. Cochrzne and the Garrioch Sisters, ¢ 1940s7
{courtesy Minnie Fortney)
{Left to mght) Mra. Cochrane, Emma Caofembe, Sarah Linklater

ard Mary Beabe,

N interesting way to get in touch with
istory is to find out more about one's
roots. Moving back through the generations
can result in many twists and turns along
the way as we pursue promising leads
about our ancestors, and during that
process, we often open fascinating
windows into the past that can help us
appreciate the legacy they have left us.
The history of the Garriochs provides us
with a perfect illustration. Many people at
Wabowden can trace their origing back to
one of three sisters, daughters of Baptiste
and Mary Garrioch, who werg Cree people
associated with Cross Lake, but who lived
at least seasonally on Setting Lake. The

eldest of the sisters was Emma, who was

born in February 1880. According to the
Treaty Annuity Pay List, she was married
first to "Henry Stranger” in 1886 at Cross
Lake. Latar she married Heney Colombe of
Pukatawagan. Her sister Mary was born in
October 1883, and she married Frederick
Beebe. Sarah, the youngest sister, married
Henry Henderson, and then John Linklater.
All of these women had large familigs,
many of whose descendants still live al
Wabowden or neartyy.

The history of the Garriochs is intriguing,
and perhaps none illustrates that fact
better than George Garrioch, who first
came into promingnce as a signatory o
Treaty Five on 24 September 1875, This
historic event took place in a warehouse

" Sumames connected o the Garmpeh sssters include: Mallen, Colombe, Aravn, Monias, Sachbaur, Henderson, Gaerick, Erickson,
Hissomn, Lundmack, Sanefsky, Hall Janatson wWalansk Mead, Shlackela, Bayer, Faurre, Johnson. Ducharme, and Beeha.
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at the HBC post in Norway House after  could sign his name.’ This is all the more
negotiations betweenrepresentatives of the remarkable because he was one of three
Government of Canada and two different men representing the Cree of Cross Lake,
Cree communities, who had less contact
the “Wood Indians of with Europeans than
Cross Lake.” who still the Cree of Norway
followed traditional House.! Undoubtedly,
spiritual practices, he had some formal
and “the Christian education, which may
Indians of Norway explain why he was
House." The Cree chosen as a ftreaty
representatives  con- negotiator by  the
sisted of two chiefs,
elected that day by
those present from
their respective com-
munities, and five
councillors  {three for
Norway House, two for
Cross Lake) appointed | g, 1enant-Governor Meomriz, Representative of released from treaty,
by the chiefs, after the Crown in Nagntintiqns far Treaty Five and Sandy (Garrioch,
, ) (courtesy Provincial Archives of Manitoba)

consultation with the who had been elected
same community members.” Of these Councillor in his place in 1884, became
seven men, all of whom ratified the treaty Chief and remained so until his death In
later that same day, only George Garrioch 1882

Cross Lake Cree,
whom he served as
a Councilior between
1875 and 1884, then
as Chief from 1884
to 1887° in 1888,
however, he was

¥ Alexander Marris, Liewlenant-Govenar of Manilgha and the Norh West Teritories, was chie! negotiatar for the Gavernment of
Canada, assisied by the Hon. James McKay, wha acied as interpreter.

IThe Cree represcntdlves for Norway Hou scwere Chief Dayid Rundic and councillors James Cochrane. Hary Coustataq [Koosialak],
and Chardes "Pisequinip” [Fapasekwanape] Thoze for the Cree of Cross Lake were Chief Ta-paz-a-num. or Copald Willia m Sinclair
Ross, and councillors, Gearge Gamiock [Garnechl and Proud Meokay., See alesander Mpmis, The Treafies of Canadys with The
Ineharers of Mearidoba and the Mok Wes! Teritories incledng the Sagoiizhons or whoh ey wene besed (Yeranto: Ballerds, Clark &
Co., 1820, Sazkatoon' Fifin House Publishars, 19911, 148.

1Al the resl signed with a mark See Govemment of Canada, Canada: indian Treaties and Surrenders Fronr 16880 1o 1830 — in Two
Volumas, el I (OHawa: Brown Chamberlin, 18491, 20,

* | bid.

& Malipnal Archives of Canada [MAC], Record Groop [RG] 10, v. 9351.0362, Indran Affairs, Treaty Annuity Pay Lists, Treates 1, 2, 3,
amd B, 1B75-1887, ml. C-7135 and C-T136.

"o, . 93620367, 18587-1892, ml. C-7138 and C-7137.
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Although the relationship between George
and other Garriochs was not specified in
the Cross Lake annuity pay lists, there are
important details about them.” George,
his wife, two boys, and a girl were an the
first pay list in 18¥5. Margaret Garriach,
a widow. was listed most years between
1875 and 1894, when she “transferred to
Treaty 3." Baptiste first appeared in 1876,
his family at the time consisting of two
wives, a son, and a daughter. However,
this changed in 1879, when he "put away
wife ng. 2." who was listed thereafter as
Jennie Garriach, Sandy Garrioch, who was
also on the pay list for 1879 with a wife,
one san, and four daughters, had likewise
given up one of his wives.” She was listed
separately along with a son and daughter
under the name Sally Garrioch.

These changes in family structure regquire
explanation. The practice of having more
than one wife was not all that unusual

at the time amocng the more traditional
Cree of Cross Lake, but during the 1870s
most of them gave up this old custom and
becarne Christians. it started in July 1875,
when Chief Ta-pas-ta-num and members
of his family from “John Scots [Selting]
Lake" were baptised by Rewverend John
H. Ruttan, the Methodist misstonary
from Norway House.” Others took the
same step in August, including an elder
named James Evans Chomobapakoos,
whose family situation has already been
discussed in Chapter two.” A year later
Sandy Garrioch did likewise and was
baptised along with Annabella, the chosen
wife, and six of his children on 23 July
18767 There is na evidence thal Baptiste
became a Christian, bul he too gave up one
of his wives_” In all likelthood, the baptism
of his wife Mary and infant son William
Rupert on 18 August 1878 brought matters
to a head in his household.™ In any case,

! The pay hs1s recorded the annual freaty payments 1o named heads of Rousehalls. whose CepRndant wives 5ons. and dawghters

wiira isled by number.

" 3andy Garnoch was hstod n 1875 and 1576 as Pah-kwal, and in 1878 as “Patifual or Sandgy Garrioch,”

" Tapastanum was baptised gn Juiy 11 and membars of his famiiy on 18 July t&875. See PAM, K145, GR 1217 item 10, Entries
1582, 1B8E-1602. 1613-1615 Morway House Westeyan Methodist Mission. Register of Baphiems 1840-1889 Although apgarentiy
mensdamaus himsealf, as a promment spintual leader, Tepastanum's conversion pUl pressure on Slhors o confaam o European

marriage cuskonms.

"luid.. Entnes 15849, 1613-1615 Far the earlier reference, see Chaoter Two. p. 14,

"lkid | Entnes 1667 16681, Mo mother was kated for these swchildren, hul analysis of the pay hsts estabbsnes that Sally, John, Annie.
and Harriel ware the children of Annabolla whde Mara and Thomas belonged 10 Sally See NAC RG 10 v 93549369, 137%1 354,
mf. C-713% and ©-¥137. Ellen the eldest daughter of Sandy ard Annabelfa, was baphsed on August § See PAR, R145 GR 1212,
Hea 10, Enlry 1681, Gegrge. who was described when baptised in 18282 as a son of Bapbste may i fact have bean Sandy and

Annabolla's sor. The ewdence 1= inconclsive. thid | Fatng 2139

" He was not"Baptisle Acmastrang” of "Ceor's Lake . who was baphised on 18 July 1875 with people from Cress Lake, John Scob's Lake.
and Melscn Rwar. See PAM. R145. GR 1212 Nerm 10, Eniry 1592, Keequananatway, or Baotiste rmstrong, was Isled separately
from Baphste Garnoch on the reaty annuty pay hets See NAC, RG 10w 8354, pp. 133135, Indan &fiars, Trean Annuity Pay Lests,

Treaties 1. 2. 3. and 5 1870, mf C-7135,

PAM R145 GR1212 Nern 10, Enlnes 1850 and 1851
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by the summer of 1879, Jennie was listed
separately on the treaty annuity pay lists,
as was sandy's wife Sally. No evidence
has been found indicating that either of
these wives aver became Christians.

The changes to traditional family structures
among the Garriochs must have been
painful indeed, but they do indicate the
enormous price some paid fe enter the
new world order that was unfolding around
them. It is possible that Treaty Five was
a significant factor in their second lock at
Christianity after years of resistance, and
it may also have made them willing to
accept a new system of education as well.
On tha other hand, we cannot discount the
influence of people like Gegrge Garrioch,
who may have encouraged the Cross
Lake people on both political and spiritual
matters. Certainly there is evidence that he
was active in promoting formal education.
in an annual repart written on 1 October
1884, Indian agent Angus MacKay
recorded:

There are fifty children of schoof age in
the band. The Government Indian Schoof
was opened by George Garrioch, in his
own house, on the &° February fast.  was
clnsed for the surmner vacafion af the fime
of my visit there, The feacher informed me

fhat there was an average aftendance of
fwenfy-five pupis. The appointment of Mr.
Garriach is onfy temporary — his educafion
heing somewhat limited — but e 1s doing
very well for the present, and the band
are walf safisfied with the school The
walls of their new school house are about
completed, but | was unable, al the time, lo
find anybody who would undertake to firsh
it. as required by the Department.”
The children of Baptiste and Mary Garrioch
probably attended school at Cross Lake, at
least for part of the year. Baptiste certainly
lived there at times. In 1880-1881, far
instance, he worked for the HBC, rafting
wood home, keeping the doegs, and doing
odd jobs about the pest.” The Company
also hired him for summer tripping to
the hunters in the neighbourhood, no
doubt in an effort to prevent therm from
buying supplies and selling their furs to
independent traders who were constantly
challenging HBC influence.” Evidently,
the Garriochs remained loyal to the
"Honourable Company,” because Baptiste,
Sandy, and Sandy's son Thomas were all
listed among the hunters whao traded with
the HBC that year.” It was a relationship
that went back generations and involved
long-established customs that could not be
gasily put aside. One of these was invoked
in the winter of 1893-1894 at Cross Lake,

i Crapartment af ndean Affairs, Annual Report. Berens River Agency — Treaky Ma. 4, by Angus Mackay, 1 Octobor 1884 Although his
appointment was only temporany. Gamioch was paid $380.04 fer teaching i the March, June, Septermber. and December quaters
of 1385, 3nd the March Quarer of 1887, See |bid., Arnual Reponl, 1887 p. 184,

L EAM. HBCA, B.2EBMAM 3, Io. 4d-5, fo, 1112, Cross Lake Accounts, 1890-1331, mf 181364

" [bid., fo. 16.

"8 bid., fo. 26,
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when measles and grippe disrupted
hunting and led to widespread hunger. In
keeping with time-honoured tradition, the
HEBC responded and provided relief to
ane and all, including Baptiste Garrioch,
whose family was suffering from measles,
grippe, and starvation. Although Baptiste
recetved only 13.5 k [30 Ibs.] of flour, 9 k
[2 Ibs.] of bacon, and .22 k [ Ib] of tea,
which seems a small amount by taday's
standards, it was apparently gnough in
September 1893 to tide his family over the
crisis, ™

Misfortune was nothing new to the people
of Cross Lake. Disease, famine, and bad
luck were part of the normal course of
events for the Cree of the boreal forest, and
it had become natural for them to view the
HBC as an ally in the struggle for survival.
Similarly, the Company could ill afford to
have its hunters die; thus, the relationship
that had developed between them over the
years was one rooted in mutual interest.
The Garriochs of Cross Lake benefited
from that alliance in the hard times of
1893-1894, as eariter Garriochs had done
in their day. Indeed, there is considerable

evidence that the relationship between the
Garrinchs and the HBC went back as far
as the 1760s.

Some of those ancestors were associated
with the Hudson's Bay Company at Split
Lake in the early years of the nineteenth
century. Part of the Home Guard Cree, they
were mainly hunters, but g few also worked
occasionally as paid labourers of the
Company. One such man was Wapasagy,
whose hisiory appears to be cennected in
some way to that of the Garrinchs. We do
noi know whelt ne got his first job al Sphi
Lake, but there are references as early
as 1815 1o unnamed young Native men
being hired there on 2 temporary basis by
the HBC." By 1821, however, Wapasagy
was listed by name among the cantracted
labourers at the post.” His duties varied.
On 18 September 1824, for instance,
he was "employed in Setting Mets" and
two days later in "taking the twist out of
Several Skeins of Net Backing preparatory
to its being made use of.”” On 10 January
1825, he was "cutting fugl” with William
Folster and Donald Rabbit, the other Cree
labourer at the post.” And on 27 May 1825,

'PARM. HBCA B 268/d'd. pp 16011, Grogs Lake « Mscelfaneoos Aoocuns, 1883180, ol 1M1 360, A warly as fune 1893, measles
and starvation were present ab Cross | ake Bella Garmiech, Sandy's wedow, received assistance al thal bme and agam n March

1894, alfhaugh i this second instance lhe reason was nol given

“+ Jahn Pocock Holmes. the man in charge at the ime. recorded that e 2ent 2 Young Tndian Men” en 18 Getnbar 1815 o gulde men
up o “abie Owle Lake ™ PAR. HBCA, B 2070, fa. 2d. Splet Lake Fost Journal, 181518146, mif. 1hi144.

CHE was ang of ko Matve men named, lhe olher being Denalf Rabbt PAM, HECA 8273991, 0. 14 19. Yok Faciooy Abstracts of
Servants hocounls, 18211622 mif. K785, Accordiig L anolher Source. Mg bind been A 14 baorer tor the Company singe 1815, Pab,
HBCA B 23454 p 33, York Factory Abstracts of Servanis Accounts. 18241825, md. 18800

o BEAM, HBCA, B.207 %, lo. 3d, Spha Lake Post Journal, 1324-1375. mi 181144

Tldfo 114,
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he and James McBeath were “plastering
the Powder Magazine,” a job which kept
him "making mud” until the end of the
manth.™

When away from the post, Wapasagy
generally acted as a packet man, taking
letters and sometime goods from Split
Lake to other posts in the region. In one
such trip, he left Split Lake on 24 January
1825 for Nelson House via Net Lake and
did not return until March 18, nearly two
months later. On his arnval, YWapasagy
delivered letters from both places to
Roderick McKenzie, the post master, who
was naturally interested in trade prospects
in those guarters. Then, on the eighteenth,
he was off again to Net Lake with a {efter
of instructions for John Scott, the man in
charge there.” On his return, Wapasagy
helped with preparations for the annual
trip to York Factory, This was a busy time
of the vear. Not only did the furs collected
since the previous fall have to be sorted,
counted, dried, and baled, buwt boats
also had to be repaired and made ready
for departure. When that time arrived,
Wapasagy helped load the furs onto the
hoats, then assisted as an carsman and
lineman during the often dangerous trip
down the MNelson River. At York Factory,
he helped unload the furs and waited

 bid., fo. 204,

along with everyone else ai the post for
the arrival of the ship from London. When
that accurred, there was a flurry of activity
as trade goods were unloaded and furs
took their place for the journey home to
England. Then Wapasagy and the other
crew members |caded the trade goods
onto the Split Lake boats and set off on the
return trip up the Melson.

Split Lake must have seemed small and
isolated after the hustle and bustle of Yark
Factory, and perhaps even more so in 1825
for Wapasagy, whose son, for the second
year in a row, was not at home to greet him
upon his arrival, Nevertheless, Wapasagy
had few regrets because a window of
opportunity had openad up for his enly
child, an opportunity that was undreamed
of even a decade earlier. It happened
like this. With the approval of the HBC,
the Reverend Jobn West gstablished a
mission school at Red River in 1820, the
purpose of which was to evangeiize and
educate Native boys for service in the
Church of England. After his departure,
the =chaaol carried on under the direction
of the Reverend David Jones, who arrived
from England in 1823. Sometime during
the following year, Jones appealed to
the Company officers at York Factory for
students, and they cormplied with four boys

Hhid. fp. 2, 15 One wonders if Lhis John Scotl was ancestor to the John Scoll from Seiting Laka, who convened o Christianiy in

the: 1B¥Ds.
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from "Port Neison River.” On September 5,
these boys set out with James Hargrave
and three loaded boats for Red River and
were received at the mission school on
12 October 1824." Baptised as James
Settee, Wapasagy's son later became a
well-known Anglican missionary, but of his
three companions, whose Christian names
were John Spence, David Jones, and
Wiliam Garrioch, much less is known.”
However, there is evidence suggesting
that for William Garrioch at least that no
longer need be the case.

Although we do not know his Cree name,
William received his Christian name
from his teacher, William Garrioch, who
assumed his duties at the school on 1
August 1825, about a year after the boys
had arrived there from Nelson River.
Garrioch was a conscientious teacher, and
according to the report be sent to mission
headquarters in August 1826, the progress
of his students was good.

James Seltee, John Spence, David Jones,

and Witliarer Garrioch, alf arnved here at fhe

same time. the two first llave gone through

afl the elementary books your Committee
send out, and are now reading in the New

Testarnent, spefl tolerably in polysyllables,
have learnt Watls' first Catechism by heart,
and have gone a considerable way thru
the Church Catechism, and write folerably
The other two have proceeded no farther
than our Saviours parables, which is the
second book we give them, but in Watls'
first Catcheism, in speling and wriling,
Witfiarn leaves David far hehind. These
four are from the low Couniry from the
Cree Indians.”

Evidenlly William was behind James and
John, wha may have beenolderthanhe, but
well ahead of young David. Nevertheless,
it was progress. in spite of the fact that tMr
Garriach was not completely satisfied.
Some evd  propensities.  and  much
carefessness s prevalent among them,
the light of knowlege, in the head gains
some grotnds but the fight of grace in the
heart dogs nof yel manifest itseff o ouwr
observation. They enfoy line upon fine &
precept Upon precept in rich abundance, in
a Gospel! faithifully preached, in the privilege

of attending the weeckly prayer meeting,
and the Sunday Evening School”

Although doubtful about their religious
development, Garrioch was willing to
concede that, "Now and then | pass in
an one of them perhaps reading the
bible, and on another getting some part

“ PAMN. HBCA 8 139020132, fo 3%, York Faclery Posliournal, 1823-1324, mi, 141163, Church Missianary Sociely [CME]. Class "G
Morh West Amenca Mission. Rupert s Land. C.1M 1. Mission Books, Incoming Letlers 1822-1833, fterm 40, Rev. Dawd T Jones'
dourral. 22 June 1824 - 12 June 1826, enlry for 12 Qctebor 1824, mi A7 kid, tem 26, Lattar from Bew, David T, Jones Lo Hey,

Jozah Pralt, dated Red Rver Parsonage, 27 Qoigher 1824,

* For James Settee’s baplizm, see PAM. MGT. B-1, S John's Baptisms, 1313-1828. no. 644 md. M277. Litthe 15 keown abagt Jobn
Spince, bul Daad Jonss relurned 10 the North, marricd and senlad at Narsay House. where he died i 1848, Willam Garneeh may
Nawe died young, of relurned [0 ihe north, as there seems o be no cwidence of tum Al Red River beyond ms baptsm. For ha see

Mt ne. G647

T CMS, Class "0 G UM T Bem 47 Wi, Garrcch o Lhe Secrelary, Hed River Settlerment, 3 August 1826, mf ATT.

“1Gid
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Rev. John West's Church and Mission Scheel at Red River
(caurtesy Provincial Archives of Mantioba, W12946)

of his Catechism by heart, but in general,
juvenile sports, or idleness appear to be
more relished than anything else.””
other words, they were typical bays!

In

William was not the only Garrioch from
tMelson River to attend school at Red
River, At least two others,
Garrioch, the schoalmaster at Cross Lake,
and his brother John Garrioch of The Pas
were also students there at a later date.™

(George

Much infermation on the origins of these
men is contained in their applications for
scrip.” On his, Jobn said he was born at

* (.

Nelson River in 1820. Although he did not
mention going to school at Red River, he
did say that he cbtained his surname from
"his godfather, Mr. Garriach, the school
master” just as Willlam had done. John
worked for the HBC at Fort Alexander
until 1870, then went to Red River and
remained there until 1873, after which he
moved to Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, for
four years. From there he relocated lower
down on the 3askatchewan River near
The Pas, where he was living at the time of
his application.™ When his brother George
applied for scrip, he said that he had been

M |0 hit senip applcation, George Garnoch described Jahn as his brother, bul ihey may have been cousins. Tha children of gisters, 83
well a5 the children of brothers, were considered siblings in the Croe relationship system.

2 Serip was 3 one-lime payment in lard or meney 10 cotinguigh the indigencus claims of Matva pagghe wha had both Eurcpean and

abonginal ronts

B MAC, RG 15 Department of Lhe Imedor. Halt-Breed Scrip Applcabons of 1886: 1906, v. 1348, Forcier-Gearge, Claim Mo 2010. mE

C-14871.
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Family Tles of The Garrochs of Cross Lake

Josaph Smith
HEBC labourar, radar, and explorar, amved al
Yok Fagiory an 27 Aogus! 1753, died inland
abt. 26 May 1785,

The Little Englishman
Weameshgosis?, bom at the mowmh of the
Maison Rever, circd 1754, died at Split Lake[?]
after 1823, A leading Chiel of the Hudson Bay
Cres.

Daughter
of The Lithe Englishman. she lived up the
Malzsn Rived al Splil Lake. Husband a Melacn
Rwar Creo. Mother of John and George,
and probably Wiliam.  Poszsibly mother or
arandmather of Sandy and Baptisle.

Willlam Garriach
af 3plit Lake, bom cirea 1810-1820, bap.
24 June 1837 at S5i. John's, Red Rivar.
Studenl at the mission schogl thare.
Mathing furiher kngwn about i,

|

Jotin Garrlech

born eirca 1820 3L Nelzon River, maimied
Sophia at Red Rwer, eight chitdren.
Archibaid, 1Bd0s, Simon, 1840-1843;
Georgs, 1842-1842; Amm,  1544-1548:
Palar, 1845.1848, Sophvg, 1849-1849;
Jolter, 1850-7, Sarah 18331833, Mo
dascandants.

}

Wapasagy
Whita Lobster, HBGC lgbourer al Splil Lake
1820-1832, became a8 settler gt FMed River
in 1833-34. He and his wife may have baan
baptized there in 1334 as John and Harriel
Smith. Ona son: James Naelson Smith or
Jamaxg Sallea.

Rev. Jamas Settes
fommery James Nelsan Smith, b oirca
1809 on Helson River, dind 1802, bap.
24 June 1827 at Sk John'as, Red River.
Siudent at the mission school there,
Later, @ glergyman and rmissionary (or
Ihe Church of England.

George Garrioch

bom 182057 at Spiil Lake, Sonatory of
Treaty Five, Councillar of Cross Laka
Band 1875-1884, LChief 1284-1837.
Mamied Belle Besardy. son Wiliarm
Rupert and Fnofhar ehie died befora
1870, adopted son Gaxge (1874-1882}
died as a child. No descendants

116

Sandy Gamioth
Peh-Kwah, born circa 1831, died 1881,
Chial of Cross Lake Band 1887-1891,
Mamied (1} Anrraballa, children, Eflan,
1862; Saly. 1BBA; Johq, 18681 888.9,
Armia, 1BT2; Hanrod, 18735, Bela, 1878,
Samual 1880-1882; possibly(?} George
1882-1882; Crarforte, 1884. Wiliam
Afexander, 1888, sor, nama Jnknown,
1B90. Mamed (2] Sally. Childran: Marta,
18683; Thaomas, 1BF1.

Baptista Garrioch

o Cross Laka, Mamiad (1) Jars!Janey,
baom 7-clied 18859-80. Children: dauwghter
(Mary 7], possibly(?) George 1882-1852.
Marriad (2) Mary, bom 1858, died 18931-
2, Children: Son, b bebara 1875, William
Rupert 1877, Emma, & Feb. 1880 [m.
Henry Colombe]. Mary, b. Ol 1883 [m,
Fred Beebel; Sarab, b. Aug. 1836 [m. (1)
Henry Henderson (2) John Linklater.



born at Split Lake in 1837, but provided
ng details on his schooling. Like John, he
worked for the HBC far many years at Fart
Pelly, then at Peace River before maving
in 1875 to Cross Lake. At the timea of his
application, he was teaching at the reserve
schaol and had bean there four or five
years,”

If John and George were younger brothers
of William Garrioch, statements about their
family background would apply equally
te him. According to his scrip application,
Jobn did oot know his father, but he
maintained that both his parents were of
mixed Eurcpean-Aboriginal or "half-breed”
background. His mother he described as
"Smith said to be an illegitimate daughter
of Captain Smith an Englishman.” George,
on the other hand, described his father as
an "Indian,” but he agreed with John in
part concerning their “half-breed” mother,
whom he described as “the daughter of a
son of an English Captain.” Interestingly,
James Setiee had a similar background.
According to his own accounts, his father
was the son of "the Lliltle Englishman,”
who was himself the son of a "Caplain
Smith." "

“ lhid | Clasm bg 2117,

Although there are discrepancies in this
information, it appears likely that these
young men were all closely related. If
Captain Smith only had one son, the Little
Englishman, then the Garrigchs were
probably descended from a daughter and
James Settee from 2 son of this latter man,
making thern first cousins to each other.
Baptiste and Sandy Garrioch of Cross
Lake may also have been related. Although
it is possible that they assumed George
Garrioch's surname because of their
admiration for him, it is equally possible
that they were brothers or cousins who had
not had the opportunity to attend school at
Red River.” In any case, they must have
been related in some way, because they
were all Nelson River Cree.”

The culture of the Nelson River Cree in
the first decades of the nineteanth century
was much more complex than might be
supposed frem a study of the Hudson's
Bay Company records alone. Indeed, it is
easy to conclude from a superficial reading
of the old journals that the Cree along
the Melson River were mostly traditional
trappers and hunters, heavily dependent
uport the HBC, often in debt, often
starving, and inclined to binge drinking. As

* Ontana Archwes, Egeron R Young Coflechion, James Seles “An Indian Camp ai the mouth of Melson River, Hudsens Bay™: MAC,
MG20. B15. v 32. file 68 Bobert Bel Callechan, James Settee, "Settess e’

* Zcrip. haplismal. and trealy annuity pay records suggest that Geoarge. Baptisle. and Sandy Sarnoch were prebably of she same
gunaralion. George may have been drawn o Crass Lake because of his close relationsiup o 1the other two men.

< Evidence suggests ihat the Nelson River Crec wore indially a relatively small géoup af people, imade ug of survivars of |he 17R1-1782
small now epidemic. a3 well as Home Guard Cree fram Yok Faciony and elsawhers along the coasl who waal up Lhie Nelsor Rivar
LSystern after thal date. Few in numbers, they would have become imerrelated quickly
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with most sterentypes, there is an element surprising revelations about the cultural
of truth in this characterisation. The  world in which they lived.
traditional practises surrounding hunting
and ftrapping were
stil firmly in place,
and the presence of
the Hudscn's Bay
Company for well over
a hundred years had
not freed the Cree from
the threat of periodic
starvation.® Also, the
introduction of alcohol
by the European
traders had a negative
influence on  the
aboriginal culture and
its ability to sustain
itself.” Nevertheless,
generalisations never .
tell the whole story, jche Isupplles for the
particularly when they Rev. James Settes, 1670s ll'lltEl'I[Ol'fﬂfthe northern
are based on a point of {courlesy Frovincial Archives of Manitoba, NED) ﬁlSlII'ICtS,"‘“ Wapasagy
view from outside the culture. Fortunately, avoided the use of

: . o aleohal. According to his son, "My father
there is a view from the inside. James

. o . . would leave the Camp if he saw there was
Settee’s writings not only provide us with

. . to be a carousal. He could not join in it,
a clearer picture of the circumstances

leading up to the departure of four young ?S he v:tats pL:; n t:ust of t:g t;:‘rr:}tperty to
Cree lads for Red River, but also contains ransport to ofher piaces — by thal means

There is no question that James Settee was
Melson River Crasg, but
nothing about him or
his family easily fits the
stereotype described
above. VWapasaqgy,
his father, had all the
skills of a traditional
hunter, but he worked
for wages as a con-
tracted labourer of
the Hud=on's Bay
Company. As Settee
explained it,  “my
father was in the
Company’s Sefvice as
a Guide transporting

¥ Indeed, il can be argued thal lhe presence of the Company only made mattedss worse. Tho Hodgon's Bay Lowlands offered a
precanous cxistence at fhe best of tmes, and starvation ocored even before the amival of the traders. However the intraductian
of the gqun and expansicn of the fur trade put great strain on local food resources In the resuflant hard times, the Craa becama
dependent 1pon rations supplied al the Tur trade posts

" The HBC joarnals al York Factory camain many poignant tales of the deadly effectz of alcohol upon the Cree, when the loss of one
hunter due 12 drink could spell disaster far all hiz dependants. The traders ook such instances as 3 matter of course, and seemed
unable to see or do anything abowt alcohol's devasiating consequences, This is not that suprsing. since alcohol abese was a majer
pratiem in British sociefy 1hal was generally unacknowigdged throghaut the sightesnin and much of the mineteentl cen by

CHAC, MG29, B15. v 32, file BB, "Settes's hfe”
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he avoided any troubles™ His family
alsg lived year round at the post “We
remained at the Company's Fort,” James
recorded, “there were stockades around
the buildings.”

Evidently James Settee and his family
were among those of the Nelson River
Cree who rejected the negative social
mfluences that often accompanied the fur
trade; at the same time, they accepted the
opportunities that the trade afforded them,
This explains why some jumped at the
chance, whien formal education became
a possibility for their children. According
to Settee, his grandfather “advised my
Father to send me to the english school
that | might learn the great Book which
the english people tove."" Evidently, the
0ld man recognized the value of literacy,
an openness 10 new ideas that he passed
on ta his children and grandchildren at
Split Lake. Settee also made his own
observations. "I saw the Company’s men
sitting some days with their books in their
hands,” he wrote, "l was curious to Know
what they locked into their books for
hours.” That curiosity made him receptive
to the idea of going 10 schooi at Red River,
when the opportunity came alang in the fall
of 1824. As he described that event,

My father had gone down to York Faclory,
my mother & I remained with the Masters

R uTH R
“ 1 hig)

ke

famify. One Evening a cance & Indians
came up from York Factory asking the
Gentlernan in Charge of the Fort to send
down four Boals, and to bring me & three
other boys lo send ug to Red River to
School. | was the first boy mentioned my
name was James Nelson Srith. Jarnes
was the name of the Officer who fook care
of me. James Hargrave Esgr. Nefson was
my birth place. Smith was great fgrand]
father Captain Smwith who passed the
Winter at the mouth of fthe! Nelson in the
year 1767."

Although it appears from Seltee's account
that he was chosen beforghand to go
down to York Factory it is not clear how
the other three boys came to be included.
FPerhaps they lived nearby, ar their families
were in for supplies at the time the canoe
arrived from York Factory. There is also
the possibility that they were related. If, for
example, William Garrioch was a grandson
of the Little Englishman, and the evidence
suggests that he was, then the old man
may have spoken to the boy's maother, We
will never know the precise details, but
evidently the Little Englishman and others
among the Nelson River Cree willingly
sent their children away for schooling, in
all likelihood because of their long trade
and sometimes filial associations with the
Hudson's Bay Campany.

Forthe families of James Settee and William
Garrioch, those associations went back at
least two generations o a "Captain Smith,”
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who Settee claimed “passed the Winter
at the mouth of [the] Nelson in the year
1767." Certainly that is what he recorded
in his retrospective account of his eariy life,
which was based in part on oral reports
passed down by earlier generations.™
Such stories are difficult to prove, but they
often contain kernels of truth that can lead
to a harvest of information. In this instance,
they provide clues vital to establishing a
plausible candidate for "Captain Smith”
among the several Smiths who worked at
York Factory in the 1750s and 1760s.

The title "Captain” was used in two quite
different ways at York Factory during
this time period. It could identify the
commander of any sailing ship from
overseas that sailed into port, or it could
designate the leader of an inland trading
party, whose responsibility it was to ensure
that the men with him traded their furs at
York Factory each year. A careful reading
of existing records in the first instance
little evidence that Seltee's
"Captain Smith" was in command of a
ship. No sea captain, Smith or otherwise,

provides

“ lind.

wintered at the mouth of the Nelson in
1767 or at any other time in the 1750s and
1760s. |n the winter of 1746-1747, some
twenty years earlier than the time specified
in Settea's account, Captain Francis Smith
did remain in Hudson Bay with his men,
but for a number of reasons he is unlikely
to have been an ancestor to the Settee
and Garrigch families.

Part of a two ship expedition in search of
the North West Passage, Smith and his
men along with Captain Moor and crew of
the other ship wintered not at the mouth
of the Nelsen River, but at Ten Shilling
Creek on the Hayes River™ They did so
over the objections of James Isham, the
officer in charge of York Factory, who took
immediate action to prevent llicit trade
between them and the local Native hunters,
After reminding both captains of the
reguiations governing trade, and receiving
their assurance to abide by the rules,
Isham kept an eye on them throughout
the winter using Native and English
informants.” The strategy worked and
contact with the tocal people was reduced

= smith was in command of the Califarria. and YWiliam Moar ihe commander of the SDobbe Galfey. The expedibhan had boen financed
in England by Adhur Doebbs and associales, who were interesled in finding the fabled Norh West Fassage around Mocth Amenca

that weult) provide England with a sharl lrade reule 10 Asia

* O 2 September 1746, Isham wrote Smith and Moor concerning a 1744 AcCt of Parlizmant ragarding the sighls and obligatians of
ships in Hudsen Bay. =& (ha said ac! Specifies ¥ No parson of persons. belonging 1 such Discovery Shing are nol 1o fraMick orfrade
w® Any nalives ar any othar persons of persens, within y* Limits of y© Said Companies Chader” Fal, HBCA, B.239/A29, fo. 4-4d,
Yotk Faclory Post Journal, 1746-1747, mi. 1M156. In their reply an September 5, Moor and Smath wrale, “tiz oure intent 1o carryon
na it fraffick, with y= Or any Commeroe: but for the Common Necessilys of Life: & those only when wi can nob o shall not ba
Suply with v from You.” Ibed., fo. 5d. For evidence of Isham's surveillance, see entries far 1 Decembar 1745 and 14 March 1747

Irid., fo. 14 and 32.
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to a minimum.” In such circumstances, it
i5 unlikely that either of the captains would
have established intimate relationships
with any local inhabitant. Moreover, Smith
was a married man, who had brought his

wife Kitty along with him on the voyage.™

There were no other sea captains named
Smith at York Factory. Thomas Smith, who
appears to have been known locally as "Mr.
Smith,” was sloop master at York Factory
from 1748 to the fall of 1753, when he was
sent back to England on the Prince Rupertt
jor bad behaviour.” There 15 no evidence
that he ever wintered at the mouth of the
Nelson.” In 1749, a sailor and surveyor
named Christopher Smith was listed in
the York Factory account book, but there
were no entries, undoubtedly because he

“went to Richmond fort” on the other side
of Hudson Bay.” Richard and John Smith,
labourers on shor-term contracts in the
17405 and 1750s, were neither connacted
with the sea nor with the trade away from
the post” Two other Smiths, both at York
Factory in the winter of 1766-1767, were
also unlikely captains. James Smith, a
tailor, was kept busy indoors throughout
the year, while William Smith, a shipwright,
was generally working on a boat nearby.”
He returned to England on & September
1767."

Indeed, of all the Smiths at York Factory
in the 17508 and 1760s, only one could
properly be designated by the title
"Captain” and that was Joseph Smith,
who made five journeys inland with trading

& beeach nc tho trade requlabons was reportad n the rddle of March. Apparenily. 3 "Gang of Ind* ™ bad baan at the mer's 1enis up
Ten Shilhng Greek for four days and “woend @way drunk’ having “traffick or rad'd 2 pairs of snow shaes.” 50 that they wane unghle
bz gell uo to their family's.” [ his response. Meoor protested that “hs well Known 1 had always chief or second Mate, besides ather
olfivers conslantly residing a1 the tents (o preven! disorders of any sons " bl Fo, 32320,

* For referenocs to Smith @ wile, see (nd . foo 8, 5, 240, #5826, 37d. Moor quanrelled wath Smith shroughce the winter. but althaugh
he had many complaints aoout him, e nover pubiicly accused Smuth of wefidelly to s wile,

For relerences 1o M Bmith,” see PAM, HBCA B 239771, fo 33, York Factory Post Journal, 17471748, B 24ar3Z, (o 2d, 1748-
1749, B 23%ard5, o, 34, 17511752 il IMAGE Bmuth's careless and insubondirate conduecl was recorded both in the ghp's log and
imthe journal. Ses PAM. HBCA. COVETY. o, 206, Ship's Loeg, Prneda Rupaert (1] 1753, mf. 20890 andd B 2320'2/36. fo 40 1752-1753.
mi IRNGE Thomas Imith's service record can be found in A 16731, fo, 60d-61 and 22d-&%. York Faclary Qficers and Servants

Ledger. 17381750, mt 306

" He did howevdr, lake Lhe whale sloap up e Melsan Rrer walh iren and sgpplies for huning and salting geese and deer See
B 23978530, fo. 2d and 33 17471748, The sloop was moaded far ha wedar at Flambomugh Howse i 1780-1F51 and 1751- 1752
ho Smith wimered at York Factory See B 239%034 1o, 39d, 1750-1751; B.239'a'35 o, 4. 1782-1753.

"o, b 67 Fort Fachimond was Iocated direcily £asl of Severn on e east side of Hudson Bay, IEwias sunvcyed 01749, bodtn 1750,
and abandoncd in 1726, Sea PAM, HBZA Fart Riclmond Past Histary.

MAAGET. fo 58 and 102 8 230056, fo. 11; B.239:0047. fo. 11, York Factore Scecunt Baok, 1756-1757, mf. 1MEE3.

" The lalors ard the stapemy™ were oflen menticned in the York Fantory gas (oormnal during the winler of 1766 and 1767, Bul seldom
by name. Soe P HBCA B 230255 York Factory Post Journal 17EE-1767, mi 1MLGY. There are ledger enfies for SWalliam
Grmith, Shipwright, between 1784 and 1773 and Jarmes Smith. aylor frem 1765 o 1785, See 4 16/32 fo. 74 and 78 Yaork Factory

Officers and Servanls’ | edger, 17EG-1781. mf 306

" lbid., o, 98,
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HBC flegt (Prince Rupert, Sea Horse
and King George) leaving Gravesend, 1763
Wash drawing by Jobn Hood
(counesy Hudson's Bay Company Archives, NS135}

Indians during these years to promote the
interests of the Hudson's Bay Company.™
Hired in England in 1753, Joseph arrived at
York Factory via the Company ship Prince
Rupert on August 27 and worked there as
a labourer for the next three years before
he made his first trip inland. Evidently his
talents had been noticed by James Isham,
the officer in charge of York Factory, who
instituted a policy of sending adventurous
young men inland te persuade the Indians
there to avoid the French traders and come
down instead to trade at York Factory.

Accompanied by Joseph Waggoner, Smith
set off on 23 August 1756 with Washcabitt,
a captain of the Sturgeon Cree, who was
returning home with his followers after

trading their furs at York Factory. They
followed the Hayes and Fox Rivers o
the Nelson, then travelled upriver through
Playgreen Lake to Lake Winnipeg and
Cedar Lake™ After a few days rest at
deserted Fort Bourbon, they went overland
to Swan River, then travelled across
the Manitoba Escarpment 1o the upper
Assinibcine River where they shot their
first buffalo. They probably went no further
than present-day Yorkton, Saskatchewan
on this trip*" In March 1757 they returned
to the Swan River area, the home grounds
of the Indians with whom they were
travelling, and built their canoes. As soon
as the water was open, they set out for
York Factory via Little Playgreen Lake,
the Echimamish River, Oxford and Knee

* Progl that Ihe lerm "caplain” was apphed b Smith can be found inthe York Faciery Jeurnal. On 30 Junc 1760, James |sham, chial
factor a1 York, wiote ihal he had recrwed ~a few lish from Caplains [Anthony] Handay and [Joscph] Smith whom 1 sent 3 fishing twa
days ago.” Henday and Srith had just returned 1 ¥York Factory "at the head of 61 canues’ on June 22, after being inland fer nearly
ayear. See PAM, HBCA, B.230a/47, 1o, 30 and 31, York Factory Post Journal 1758.1760, mf, 18157,

= George E, Theman, “Joseph Smith,” thotionary of Canadian Biography. ol 3, 1741 to 1770, gan. ed. Francess G. Halpenny

[Torania: University of Teranto Prass, 13743, 524565,

# Dale B. Russcl, Exghleenth-Centuny Western Cree ard Bror Nefghhours (Hull: Canadiar Museom of Civilizalion 1881), 111
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Lakes, the first Englishmen to do s0.% On
24 June 1757, they arrived at York Factory
accomparnied by
bringing “rnothing but wolves ™'

twenty-three  canoes

After 2 brief rest at York Factory, Smith
angd Waggoner set out again on 30 June
1757 accompanied by the same traders
with whom they had travelled the previous
year, On July 25 they joined the families of
their Cree companions at Mossy Portage,
which connects Cedar Lake with Lake
Winnipegosis. Once across the portage,
they paddied fo ihe Red Deer River, then
abandonad thair canoes and walked south-
west to Good Spirit Lake, arriving there
some time in October. They did not stay
at this spot but went sixteen days furnther
south-west on the plaing to either the
Beaver or Touchwood Hills. It was while
they were on this journey that they came
upon twenty tents of Assiniboin huniers
and witnessed a buffalo pound for the first
time. Here is how Joseph Smith described
it in his rough, but readable English.
And ther was @ pownd a ifie maed o kill
boffler in and thal day wandey [Wednesday|

ther was 67 cam in al onese. . .the Kileaded
tham with ther boes and arears.”
After

spending some time with the

“ Themman 554,

Creae Buffale Pound maar
Fort Carlton, Saskatchawan, 1820
Agtist: Lizutenanl George Back
yeourtesy Glenbow Museum Srchives, 52,109 12)

Assiniboins, the Cree broke up into small
groups for the winter in order to trap
wolves, In March they again returned to
the north-east and built their canoes on
the "Sickteacor” [Saketagaw or modern
Woody] River before stading out on the
long journey north to York Factory. On 30
June 1758, they arrived at York Factory
“from Inland att the head of 57 Canues."”
James Isham was well pleased with his
policy of sending in these young men.
As he recorded in his journal, " now by
Experience find a great advance in trade
by so doing; It is plain to be seen 3 years
ago had but 13 Canoes of these Sturgeon
Inds. &c. Last year 38, and this year 57, a
wide difference and doubt not but a further
Increase in future." ™

PAM. HBCA. & 2390542, fo 35, York Faclary Journal ¥756-1757, mf 1M 15T,

“ AR there was a pound that Toey made 1o &ill bofslc mand thay day Wednesday there was sixlp-seven came n atance.. . [a week
later, when eighly-six hulfalo were kiled Smilh added that] they lled them wiih fer bows and Amows.” PAM HECA. B 23930805,

fer, 3ded. York Factory Jourmal, 1757-1758, . 1RA5T.

“PAM. HBCA B.23%aMd fo 324, York Factory Post Journal, 1755175, ml 1M157.

" ikid Lo 34,
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At the beginning of July 1758, Isham
sent Isaac Batt and George Potts inland
with the Sturgecn Cree, while the “two
Josephs” remained at York Factory”
Humphrey Marten, whe was in charge of
the fort that winter, made few references
to his men by name, but it is possible that
Smith spent time at Flamborough House, a
small outpost an the Lower Nelson, which
was used as a provisioning depot for tha
goose and deer hunts.” He certainly spent
time away from the post, as he was fishing
at Ten Shilling Creek in June 17587

Onthe 28 June 1759, Smith was again sent
inland "into the Earchithinue [Assiniboin]
Country,” this time accompanied by
Anthony Henday” No
survived for this third journey, but Smith
and Henday returned a year later on 22
June 1760 “at the head of 61 canues”
of "Pegogome” and ‘Keskachewan"
Indians, suggesting that they had been
in the same country Henday visited in
1754-1755." Since the Pegogamaw Cree

journal has

& Jbad.

lived in the region between the North
and South Saskatchewan Rivers and the
Keskachewan Cree lived there or further
west, it is likely that this expedition ook
Smith as far away as Central Alberta.”

For the next two years, Jozeph did not
travel inland. There are no references
to him by name in journal entries and
correspondence at York Factory during
the winter of 1760-1761, but he was
listed in the men's accounts® However,
on 6 December 1767 the following winter,
Marten menticned him in a letter to Andrew
Graham at Severn.

As yout had ne Person at Severn fit fo be
Trusted with the Care of the House at your
departure, have kapt Anthony Henday, and
sent you Joseph Smith, the formers Hime
being out af Shiptime, and the fater you
know iz a worthy Creature and muich filter
for the Trust than eny other Person that can
te spared.”

Smith arrived at Sevarn on 22 December
1761 and remained there for the balance
of the winter.” On 29 July 1762, Graham

= Pam, HECA, B.23 MG, fa. 2d, Yark Factory Post Jaurmal 175817325, mf 1M157.

= i, fo. 36.

* Ibid | fo, 37,

T Pan, HBCA, B.2259/0arq7, fo. 30 and 38, York Factory Post Joumal 1759- 1780, mi. TM15T.

“ Russell, 94-96.

Y%pan HBCA, B 2300087 fo. +1, York Factory Account Book, 17601761, mi 1METD.

™ M, HBCA, B 23023, o, 50, Yook Factory Comespondence, 1761- 1762, ml. 104255, Evidanlly Graham had no fil person (o take
charge of Severn, when he wenl up on the sloop lo Yark Factory during the sumnor of 1761 10 pick up the supplies for tha vpcaming
winter's trade. Sending Smith to Severn far the summes of 7752 was Manen's solutien 1o s problem

" RAN, HECA, B.1948/a3, 0. 12d, Severm Fost Jeumal, 1761- 1762, mf. 1132

124



"took farewell of Joseph Smith and his 4
Men and then dropt to the beach below”
Severn House and "sett out for York Fort.”
He noted in his journal en the same day that
120 Severn In® Pitcht away up the river,
a great many natives to be managed with
3 Men, but thank God very quiet and good
natured.” ’ Graham was not disappointed
in the trust he had given Smith. When he
returned on 18 September 1762, he “found
alt well, a great many Indians waiting for
debt. Joseph Smith had done Severall
necassary Jobbs since my departure, and
he Informs me there had been severall
canoes of Lake Indians with Furrs.”" Mis
duty fulfilled at Severn, Joseph went back
to York Factory on 23 September 1762
accompanied by “an Indian marn...brought
in the sloop fer that purpose.” ™ He returned
briefly to Savern in February 1763 with the
packet, but otherwise remained at York
Factory for the duration of the year.”

On 3 July 1763, Joseph Smith went
inland on his fourth journey, this time
accompanied by Isaac Batt.” The two

., fo, 40041,

soon separated and Smith's party followed
the Grass and Sturgeon Weir Rivers to
Cumberland Lake and from there went
Lp the Saskatchewan to the piains where
they trapped and hunted buffalo all winter.
Evidently they went upstream along the
Morth Saskatchewan, then walked south
and west onto the grasslands. On the
refurn trip, they moved eastward to the
South  Saskatchewan and
downstream to the Birch Hills near the
forks of the Saskatchewan River. There
they built their canoes, On 14 May 1764,
they set aut for York Factery and arrived
there a month later an June 16.7 On the
day of their arrival, the Factor, Ferdinand
Jacobs, wrote the following:

followed it

Here Came 17 more Cannoes of Indfans
ta trade by Whom | am Informed there are
upwards of 100 more Cannoes wilf be here
very =0on, &c with whom Joseph Smith
Came, [ Safuted them with 5 Guns & Gave
their Loaders & their foffowers fhe Usual
Presents.”

Evidently, additional traders had joined

those Smith had accompanied to

‘s PARE, HBC A, B 198°3/4 fo. 7. Severn Post Journal, 17821763, i, 181132

o, fe. Yd. He arived 2 October 1762, Bee PAM, HBCA, 8239024 ko 3. York Faclory Correspondonce 17621783, ml,

iM255.

= 3mith lgk Work Factory on Januacy 24 and arived gt Severn on February 40 ke [0 Seseen on Felmary 9 and aived al York
Faclory an February 19 See 8239050, 1o 13 and 22, Yok Factory Fos| Journal, 17581738, wf, 1M157, B.1980M, fo, 24-25,

mf. TRMSH2.

" B 239/a50. o 39d

* Russell, 97-48, PAM. HBCA, B.23%aG1, o, 39d, Yark Faciaory Past Jourmgl 17631784 1M157

g
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Saskatchewan, and within a few days
there wera even more. Jacobs recorded
on 22 June 1764:
here came 73 Cannoes of indians fo Trade
fsaac Baft Came with them, Safuted them
with 13 Guns & gave the Leaders & their
Followers the Usual Presents, | have Now
200 Cannces of indians On the Planfation

whase Suppord is Oatmale Bread & Prunes
the time they Stay at the Factory.”

The policy of sending men inland to bring
Cree traders to Hudson Bay appeared
successful, but in fact this was an illusion.
Increased trade was largely due to the
disruption in the fur trade out of Montreal
that accurred when New France fell to the
British in 1763. That trade was to resume
even more vigorously in the 1780s and
1770s, sa that the HBC was forced to
establish inland posts to meet the new
threat. However, there was no hint of that
at York Factory an 27 June 1764, when
Jacobs "Sent Joseph Smith irdand with a
leading Indian Called, Miss'sin'k'es’ick’...
with Every thing MNecessary & Proper
Instructions to  Promote Your Honrs,
Trade.™

This was to be Smith’s fifth and final trip.
Mo iournal has survived, but since he
was travelling with Missinakeeshick, they

™ hid. . fo 41

* ., fo. 47,

probably followed the Grass River route
that had been used the year previously.
A year later, on & June 1765, a party of
iraders brought news that Joseph Smith
had died, and the following day, Jacobs
wrote:

I Receied from Miss'sin'nay'kee’shick the
Furrs which he Says befongs o Joseph
Smith._this day fJune 12]{ Recd. 35 Whole
Parchren! Beaver, T Beavr Coat 7 Skins,
5 Quicohatches, 12 Wolves, 2 Calts, 4 red.
Fox, 2 Grizied. Fox, 51 marting & 6 Offer,
w* You wifl find Packt up & Sermt Home
in Joseph Smiths Name, ! aflso Received
83 Half Beaver as belonging to the Said
Joseph Smith, which | Delivered back o
the Woman who was his Cannos Mate &
Tert Mate for 1o Trade for Necessarys for
the Support of her Seff & his Chifd"

This is a significant piece of information,
because it proves that Joseph Smith
had at least one descendant in Hudson
Bay, and that the Company did make
some provision for his welfare, Certainly
Ferdinand Jacobs was vigilant in winding
up Smith's affairs, no doubt an expression
of his esteem for a loyal and valued servant
of the Company. On July 4, for instance,
he “Sold the Personal Effects of Joseph
Smith by Publick Auction to the People of
the Factory” and bills were drawn on 6 July
1765 by the various purchasers payable

" EAR, HBCA, B 230ashd, lo. 41414, York Faciay Fost Joumnal. 1762-1765, 1TMST. We know Smith died on the Wip 1o York Factory
because his account reads. "By Wages from 12: Seplemb: 1764 to 26 May 1T65%n or abgul which day he died in landi it 256 days
at E20 a year” Pak, HECA, A 1632, fo. 32d, Officers’ and Servanls’ Ledger, York Faclony District, 1760-1781, mi. 306,

126



to "Ye Next heir of Joseph Smith.™™ That
heir was probably “Lawrence Smith
His Brother...of Coton near MNuneaton
Warwickshire” in England, who received
the bulk of Smith's estate™ Although
Jacobs was unable to transfer any of that
estate to Smith's widow and child, beyond
the few furs he set aside for her, there is an
intriguing entry in his journal that suggests
he may have gone beyond the ordinary to
guarantes their future.

On July 8, the same day he recorded the
saie of Smith's personal propeny, Jacobs
“bought an Indian boy of about 10 or 1
Years of Age from the Trading Indians after
w They all Left the Factory.”™ Although
we have no proof that this was Smith's
son, it is the kind of act one might expect
of Ferdinand Jacobs, who had close family
ties himself with the Cree.” The "purchase”
would have given Jacobs the authority to
act as the boy's guardian and prevented
his removal from the fort if Smith's widow
remarried. [twould haveraised noeyebrows
in London because it was customary for the
Company to take care of *helpless widows
and orphans,” who were clothed and fed in
time of need and expected to do odd jobs

about the post in return for this assistance.
Undoubtedly, many families of retired
labourers and officers benefited from this
arrangement. The Company also gained
something because the boys among
these unfortunates generally became loval
hunters and sormetimes labourers for the
fur trade establishment.

Azsuming that the above is correct, the
Littie Englishiman would have been born
in 1754 or 1755, a year or sc after Joseph
Smith arrived at York Factory. Such early
involvement with the local peopie would
explain Smith's acquisition of the Cree
language and apparent ease with the local
cuiture, two factors that helped gualify him
far the promation of the inland trade. It
would also explain & couple of things about
his son, the Little Englishman. Living near
the fort would have reinforced the habits
and manners the boy had picked up from
his father and possibly explain the name
by which he was known among the Cree.
It would also explain the close relationship
that he and his descendants had with the
Hudsen's Bay Company in subsequent
years.

“PAM HECA, B.239%a!53. to, 45, York Faclary Pasl Journal, 17841765 mf {M157; PAKM. HECA, B.233d55 York, Faclary Account
Book, 1754- 1753, ml 1METD. Purchases tolaling £15.14.0 were made by Thomas Lot Joha Talor, Jobn Garson, Peter Kinnard.

George Cursiter, Wiliam Flet, Marthesr Shead, a0d Edwa i Eofil.

“ Pifd, HBCA, A49401, Reyister Book af Wills and Administrations of Propnotars. t712-1814, ml. 470,

* Pak HBCA. B 23253, fa. 45 Yok Factory Prest Jourpal, 1764-176% mf AM1G7. Smnee fhe HEC was not in Lhe buesiness of
buying and seling neaple, Jacob's use of the word Dought’ may hawve een his AalemE 10 explan ihe ransfer of the bay Lo his
care in pachange for suilatle qfis 10 kis former caregivers Unafortumately, ke drd ot recerd how the boy's mcther newed 1he

Iranzachan,”

* Jacobs” wife was the English-Cree daughter of Fachard Norlon of Churchil, Theie daughter Thueoich became a leading member af

e Cree Home Guand a8 Churchill and York Factory.
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Nevertheless, even though his namereflected
that relationship, The Litle Englishman was
also deeply rocted in the Swampy Cree
culture into which he had been born. James
Sefttee, his grandson, gave a glimpse of that
other world in an account he wrote years
later. It was the “latter end of September” in
the year 1823, when the Little Englishman
would have been about sixty-eight or sixty-
nine years of age. According to Settee, his
grandfather wished to go to the spot at the
mouth of the Nelson River where he had
been born.

We was at Sphit Lake where my grand Father

had seftfed and made a home ffor] his ofd

age....My father got feave lo take grandfather

down fo the szea. We embarked in a Bark
Canos & folfowed the stream.™

When they arrived at the mouth of the
Nelson, they saw a large encampment.
It was full of “lodges of dear [sic] sKins”
which Settee described as "white [as] white
cloth.” There were “hundreds of Indians®
assembled, from Churchill, York Factory,
Severn, Moose Factory and other points on
James Bay. Evidently, the Little Englishman
was well known to them.

Alf the Head men came & greeled my grand

Father and took hirm fo 3 large Terd prepared

for us. My grand Father had been elected as
the Chief of aff fribes Niving on the seacoast,

He was called the Liftfe Englishman. The
Union Jack floated in the hreeze alongside
the big tenl.”

That night the young men had a pow-wow
and preparations were completed for the
commencement of the feast.

A long lent had been made | cannot say
how fong and size the lent was.  in the
middie ter there were three rotation qf
Kaitles of all sizes full of the best meat,
moose, deer, beaver, Hhe heat, geese,
wavey, grease, a large quaniity.”

At the appropriate moment, an invitation
was made for the people to gather inside
and eat. As Settee recalled, the floor of the
tent was carpeted with fur robes — deer,
bear, heaver, wolf, and polar bear skins.
The tent poles were decoratad with “whole
piece[s] of print of different colours,” as
well as "handkerchiefs” and “gartering.”
Every man brought his dish with him. The
head men, “with the skins of all sorts on
their shouiders,” were assigned a place of
honour, while the young men and women,
their “faces...all painted with vermillion”
sat apart. In the meantime, the stewards
were ‘loading the dishes by the waggon
load,” The Little Englishman “was called to
invoke the Gods of the aire to come and
take a part of the food prepared by their
children,” and the feast began.

¥ Cintario Archives, Egeron R, Young Colleclion, James Setbee, “An Indign camp at the mouth of Nelsen River, Huosons Bay.”

" Ibid.

2 Ihid.
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The feast continued “for some days
perhaps a week,"” and there was dancing
each night to the “tom, tormn, tom.” Light
was provided by flames from iron pots,
which had been filled with whale blubber,
into which cotton wicks of some kind hadg
been placed and set on fire. The flames
rose so high, that the camp could be seen
for miles. and "some Sloops and [the]
Whale Boat ran in to see the great doings
at the camps and see how the [ndians
were amusing themselves,”
Some nighls they had conjuring tents 1o
converse with their gods as they calfed.
f never saw my grand Father to go see
thern, ir thase conjuring every thing had a
voice the wind spoke, the beasts and the
birds spoke the stone [he tree the different
aimals i the walers also. the departed

dead they also spoke, the Indians living far
away also at the Camps.”

Alter the feast was over, a general meeting
was called, and the head men called for
"some one to relate an old tradition to be
remembered by all the Band" till they met
again. Alarge crowd listened at the big lent
as an old man told a story he had heard
when he was fourteen or fifieen winters

old. Settee did not remember the details
at the time, but his father later explained
the stary to him, and when he was an old
man he put it down on paper along with
other details about his early life. We can be
grateful that he did.

Certainly the glimpse Settee gave us of
life amaong the Swampy Cree in the early
years of the nineteenth century reveals
a culture in transition, a unigue blend
of aboriginal and European thal defies
easy definition. For the Garriochs and
Settees, that cross-cultural  exchange
had been going on for four generations,
and perhaps longer, when James Settee
and Wiliam Garrioch set out in 1824
for the mission school at Red River. It
continues today among their descendants;
indeed, cne might say that the family
represents Canada in microcosm. From
its multicultural beginnings, the Garrioch
family has become a new people, ane that
is firmly planted on this continent, hut with
racts stretching out across the seas. When
all is said and done, what could be more
Canadian than that?

Tibed. Sefes was dascribing the shaking tent. winch was used in tradiional Grae rehgion o make sonlast with spnteal forces ai work

i1 thie wenrld
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Garrioch, Margaret, 1059

Garrioch, Mary [Mrs Bapliste Garrioch). 17, 107,
108-110, 116

Garioch, Mary (Mrs Frederick Beebe), cover us..
19,107, 116

Garricch, Roberd, 1501 1

Garrioch, Sally, 108.110, 116
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mines, 77 ffug., 9587
mining fever, 65-67, 7H-76
speculative nature of, 54 n. 52
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Missinakeeshick {Cree trading captain), 126
Moar, Billy, 103 n. 78
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Mickel praspecting, 90, 95-58

Mordland, Lori
and map idenlification. -14

Morth West Company, 2 &

Morthern Affairs, Provincial Deperiment of, 92
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Prospector{s}. 75
find silver, 34
race to stake claims, 65-67
See afso mining and miners

Quinsey, FW. S8 n 30

Rabbi, Donald, 111
Radio, wirgless, 26, 73, 81 ilus.
See &l50 communmcations
Railways
Canadian Malional Railway {CNR), 42, 50
.35, 73
and Pogt Churchill, ¥3 5. 47
Canadian Northern Railway Company, 21
Railways and Canals, Federal Department of, 21-
22
Reading Camp Association, 28, 70
See afso Frontier College
Recreation
at Mile 127 {Wabowden), 55-57, 97- 98
facilties., x, 88, 94 s, 98-97 . 99 s,
summer cottages al Mile 17, 76-77
See afso Ke-Ma-Now Centre
Eed Earlh
influenza epidemic, 40-41
Reed-Lewis, Mrs. W.J.D.. 33 r. 49
Reed-Lewis, W.J.D., 32
Renick, J., 70
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Repap {logging aperation), 85

Riddoch, Tom, 50, b2
slores, 74-75, 51 n 39
stopping place, 43

Riddoch's Greal West Storels), 48, 51 ». 39
HBC buys, 54
fre deslroys, 52-53

Robertzon, Colin (HBC), 102-104 passim

Rock Island Farm [poultry), BS #. 21

Rock Island Lake, 94 ilus.

Rock |sland Power Limited, 88-90

Rose, Gerald, 64 ilus.

Rose, Kenneth, 64 ius., 66 ilus.

Rose, Sergeant Percy (Manitoba Provincial
Palice), B3, 64 ius., 65

Rose, W.F, 45

Ross, Donald {HBC), 100

Ross, Donald William Sinclair. See Tapastanum
{Donald William Sinclair Rogss)

Foss, Malcham {HBCY, 1-5, 13, 14 039

Ross Nawigation Company, 63

Foyal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMF), 88
and prohibition, 29-30

Rundle. Chief David, 108 2.3

Russians, See Ukrainians (Russians}

Futtan, Reverand John H., 15, 109

Ryan. Dennis, 49

Ryan, Mrs,, 49

Ryan, Sophia [Diamand Queen), 58 Mlus.
Sea atso Diamond Queen; Sophie Mas

(Digmord Quaer)

Sabbeston, John, 15 1
St Faith's, Order of, 86 n. 9
Sasagiu Rapids, 11 map, 97, 98 ifus.
Scatch [man from Cross Lake), 19
School(s)
Church-operated, 86
closure of during influenza epidemic, 41 n. 81

Govermmeant Indian School al Cross Lake, 110

John Wesl's Mission Schodl, 112-114
at Mite: 42 {Cormaorant Lake), 77
at Mile 137 (Wabowden), 74, 86, 87, 96, 97
at Mile 214 {Piwitonegi), 34 n 53, 81 ilus
at Mile 327 {Gillam), 81
provincial, 77, 86-57
Seg also Meal Johnson School; Education
Scolt, James, 16
Scott, John {grandsen of Kesiastdokanum), 16
Scolt, John (HBCY, 1617, 112 n. 25
Scolt, John (Kestasldokanum}.
See Kesiastiokanum, John Scott
Scoft, Margareat, 16
Scott, Mary {Mrs John}
baptism, 16
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Scott, Mr, 26 n. 19
Scatt, (Hd John (grandfather) 16
Serip, 102 n. 8, 14, 17
Sourvy, 27
"Seasonal round,” 1
Services, municipal, 96
Settee, James, 118 ifus.
description of Indian encampment, 128-129
jaurnsy 1o John Wesl's Mission School, 113,
115
Setting Lake, i, 17 iflus., 18 map, 78
influence of railroad, 22-23, 25-26, 45
alternate names, 15, 19-20 25 72
families, 15-16, 17-20. 107
HBC post, i
mining speculation, 75
post office, 72
See also John Scol's Lake
Setting Lake Chimney Sile
archasolngical evidence, 4-8,
ideniified localion, 14
Charles McLeod and, 99, 106
See alsp Weng's House
Setting Lake Fark, 17 iffus., 97
Sewer and water services, 96
Shinnie, Robert, 89
residence, 94 s,
Shlachelka, Brian, 85
Silver, prospecting and deposgits, 34, 75
Silver Leaf Hotel, 80 iffus., 85 88, 84 fus.
Simpson, George {HBC Governor), 100
Sinclair, Albert, 39
Sinclair, Ben (Moose o ¢ool), 101,106 n. 27
Sinclair, Betsy (Mrs Robert Mites), 104 . 24, 106
Sinclair, Cathenne, 8134
Sinclair, Fanny {Mrs John Ishister), 99, 103, 104
family, 105
Sinctair, George (Peemooctaicaps), 101-102, 105,
106 m. 26
Sinclair, George (son of “Jem” Sinclairy, 1017 n. &
Sinctair, James {Jem, Kay quois cheslum), 101,
106, 1060 27
Sinctair, James (son of “Jem” 3inclair), 101 o &
Sinctair, James (son of Nahoway and William
Sinclairy. 100, 1
Sinctair, Jane {daughter of “Jem" Sinclairy, 101 n &
Sinctair, Janey “Jenny” (wife of James "Jem”
Sinclair), 101 .6
Sinctair, John {Nee pen wees cum), 101, 105, 106
27
Sinctair, Kitty {daughter of James and Janey
Sinclair), 101 n_&
Sinclaw, Margaret (wifa of Ben Sinclairy, 101 0.5
Sinclar, Margaret (wife of Willam Sinclair), 102,
166



Singlair. Mary (daughter of "Jem” Sinclair), 101 », &

Sinclair. Peggy {dauvghler of "Jem" Sinclairy, 101
n G

Sinclair, Phoebe. 8 1. 34

Sinclair, Rober {son of James "Jem” and "Janny"
Sinclair), 101 n. &

Sinclair, William, Jr, B n. 34

Sinclair, William {c1766-1818), 2, 8.9, 15
family, 105
tracing descendants of, 99-108

Small pox epidemic. 117 n. 37

Smith, Brian J. {archasclogiat)
identification of Wegn's House by, 10

Smith, Captain, 117, 119-120
See afze Smith, Captain Jossph

Smilh, Cecal, 88

Smilh, Christopher (MBC), 121

Smilh, Captain Franciz, 120-121

Smith. James (HBC tailor), 121

Smith, James keison. See Settes, Reverend
James

Smith. John {HBC labourer), 121

Smith. Captan Joseph, 122-127
family, 118
Sae giso Smith, Captain

Smith, Kitty (Mrs Francis Smith), 121

Smith, Lawrence, 127

Smith, Fuchard (HBC labourer), 121

Smith, Thomas (HBC sloap master), 121

Srith, William (HEC shipwright), 121

Soab Creek Mine, 92 #.30, 96

Sophie Mae [Diamond Sueen), 58 n. 73
See alsa Diamond Queen; Ryan, Sophis

Apanish flu. See Influenza, Spanish

Fpence. Betsy (Mrs Roderick Garrick), 19

Spance. Jimmy, 20

Spence. John, 113

Split Lake (Ta task we ah Sakahagan), i map, 2,
M2, M5 map
fire, D2

St Anthony's Hospital, 25 iffus.

Sl Godard, L, 75

Stanger, Thomas (HECY, 15 m. 1

Siarlite Cafe, 91

Starvation, 69104, 111, 118

Stephansson, Dv (The Pas medical officer), 41
&1

Stephensan_ A, 91

Stepherson, Jack, 55 58 490

Stewart, Mr {poslmasler), 57

Stranger, Henry, 107

Street, PB. 43

Sudbury Basin Mines. 76

Sullivan, J. Burton, B5-G7

Survey{s) and surveying (Hudsan Bay Railway),
21,43
labourers' wages, 43, 50 n. 32
survey parties, 23, 24 jifus., 49-30
Sutherland, Mr, 57 0. 77
Swampy Creea, 123-129

Tait. Joseph, 15, 44
“The Tamarack,” 43 7. 80
Tapastanum {Donatd William Sinclair Ross), 108
r. 3, 109
conversion and baptism, 18-16
Tate, James (MBC), 3, 4 . 15
Tax, income, 49, 86
Taylar, Eric, 90-91
Taylar, Percy, 50
Taylor Air, 40
Teal Air, 8% n. 20, 90
Teatom (Oxford Houge Cree man), 102 7 14
Tetegraph. See Communicalions, Radio, Wireless
The Pas, Manitoba, 21 ifus., 26, 31,
Agricullural Secigty in, 59-5(
Armnstrong Trading Company, 43
Booth Fisheries Company, 43
conslruction office, 33 42
divisional centre, 32, 33
HBFR conslruction, 70-71
influenza epidemic, 37-38, 40 ~. 77, 41
Opasquai Motel, 30
St Anthony's Hospilal, 25 iflus,
The Pas Board of Trade
lobbwes for Hudson Bay Railway, 53
The Pas Canoe Company, 55
The Fas Herald (and Mining MNews)
dezcnption of Setting Lake, 55
on daily life in communities, 33-35
on dismanthng of the railway, 42
on land developmeant, 25-26
on e fall fur sale, 52
o HBR employment, 62
cn influenza, 38 n. 62
cn nothern terminus, B8, 72-73
on rail ravel, 30-31, 76
on resumption of raiiway construction, 62-63
on the race to Oxford Lake, 65G7
on positive influence of railroad, 31-32. 45
rale of the local newspaper, 48-50
The Pas Reserve
influenza epidemic, 41
Thicket Portage (Mile 185), 35, 53 s, 87 #os.
influenza. 39
Sew alzo Mite 185 {Thicket Portage)
Thamas, Jack, 50
Thamas, Sergeant (RCMPY, 20
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Thompson, David, 1-3, 13, 190227
Thompson, Manitoba,
medi-vas, 96 n. 34
Thompson ming, 88
Thorsteinzon, QOscar, 91
coffee shop, 94 lus.
Threepaint Lake {Three Poinis Lake), 13
Tobacco, Jacoh, 4142
Tolko {logging operation), 95
“Tracking,” 2
Trans-Air, 90
Transportation, 19, 27
by air, 88 n. 22, 90
by canoe, 44
by rail, 63
cost, 42, bd n. 52
horse tobognans, 44
HBC freight system, 45-46
rail e improvements, 73 n. 47, 76
grading and ballasting, 23, 31, ¥0-71, 72
filess,
routes, 1, i, 19, 21, 46
winler, 88
See also Freight; Freightar(s)
Trapping, 18
fur prices, &7
trappers, 3@, 45, 53 ffus., 64-55, 68 n. 32, 84
. 4
Travet, 63, 76
by canoe, 2-4, 5, 75, 1153 map
by rail, 23-24, 30-21, 65-66, 76
road conditions, 84, 91-92
Treaty
days, 36
Indians, 86
annuity pay lists, 107, 109-110, 117 ». 36
Treaty Five, 107-108
factor in Christianization, 110
signatories, 10V-108, 116
Treaty Thres, 109
Tront, William “Bil,” 53 ifus.
Trudesau, Mr. {school teacher), 74 n. 52
Turner, Aileen Cran, 84 n.2, 85 90 27
Turnor, Philip, 19 . 27
Twain, Mark, 51 n. 39
Tyrred, J B., 57-58

Ukrainigns {Russians), 27 Mus., 31 . 43
railway jobs and, 31, 50 n. 33

Venlures Limited, 76
Vickars, Hugh, 64
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Wabman Trucking, 85
Wabowden, Manitaba
bomb shelter, 86
churches, 74, 86
Community Club, 87
Community Cauncil, 92, 95
dascrnption, ix-x
Development Corporation, 96
eccnomic development, 68 n_ 33, 76, 95-56
fire station, 56
lce Cream Parlour, 91
Jambaoree, 08
local government, 82, 85
name, 20, 25,72
population, ¥, 21, 96, &7
schools, 74, 86, 87, 96
Mel Johnson School, 97
weather station and bomb shelter, 80 Mus., 85-
86
See also Mile 137 (Wabowden)
Wachell, William, 92
residenca, D4
Waggoner, Joseph, 122-124
Wallace, Frank, 70
Wapasagy (Cree man), 111-112, 118
family, 115
Washcabitt (Sturgeon Cree frading captain), 122
Wass, T., 63
Weather station and bomb shelter, 80 ffus., 85-86
Wegg, Samuel {(HBO Governar), 1 7. 3
Wegq's House (HBC posl), i, 1, 4-14, 15
See also Setling Lake Chimney Site
wells, Constable (Manitoba Provincial Police), 64
Woescana Hotel chain, 85
West, Reverend John, 112
Whiskey-jack, 42 n &7
Williamson, Jimmy, 32
Wilson, Cyrilla {teacher), 74
wWintering Lake. Sag Mile 185 (Thicket Porage,
wintering Lake)
Wireless. See Communications
Witicoquaw the Mud's San (Cree man), 15
Wolverine (Lake Winnipeg sleamer), 46
Wood, 5., 34 . 53
World War |
effect of on Hudson Bay Railway conslruction,
22, 35-37
Warld \Whar [l
American army palrols Hudson Bay Railway, 85
Whenn, Art, 53 iflus.

Yakubec, W., 87 dius,



